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Poetry  
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POETRY 
UNIT OBJECTIVES 

 To introduce learners to the essential skills of communication in 

English 

 To enable them use these skills effectively in academic and non-

academic Contexts 

 To help them identify and eliminate common mistakes in writing 

and Speaking 

 To enable them use various business communication strategies 

and to use advanced vocabulary 

 To familiarize them in writing descriptive essays and respond to 

arguments orally and in writing 

 

SECTION1.1: Very Indian Poem in Indian English- Nissim 

Ezekiel 

 

I am standing for peace and non-violence. 

Why world is fighting fighting 

Why all people of world 

Are not following Mahatma Gandhi, 

I am simply not understanding. 

Ancient Indian Wisdom is 100% correct. 

I should say even 200% correct. 

But modern generation is neglecting- 

Too much going for fashion and foreign thing. 

 Other day I’m reading in newspaper  

(Every day I’m reading Times of India 

  To improve my English language) 
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How one goonda fellow 

Throw stone at Indirabehn. 

Must be student unrest fellow, I am thinking. 

Friends, Romans, countrymen, I am saying 

(to myself) 

Lend me the ears. 

Everything is coming- 

Regeneration, Remuneration, Contraception. 

Be patiently, brothers and sisters. 

 

You want one glass lassi? 

Very good for digestion. 

With little salt lovely drink, 

Better than wine; 

Not that I am ever tasting the wine. 

I’m the total teetotaller, completely total. 

But I say 

Wine is for the drunkards only. 

What you think of prospects of world peace? 

Pakistan behaving like this, 

China behaving like that, 

It is making me very sad, I am telling you. 

Really, most harassing me. 

All men are brothers, no? 

In India also 

Gujaraties, Maharashtrians, Hindiwallahs 

All brothers 

Though some are having funny habits. 
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Still you tolerate me, 

I tolerate you, 

One day, Ram Rajya is surely coming. 

You are going? 

But you will visit again 

Any time, any day, 

I am not believing in ceremony. 

Always I am enjoying your company. 

- Nissim Ezekiel 

 

1.1.1 ABOUT THE AUTHOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nissim Ezekiel (1924–2004) was a foundational figure in modern Indian English 

poetry, often referred to as the "father of modern Indian English poetry." Born in 

Bombay (now Mumbai) to a Bene Israel Jewish family, Ezekiel's upbringing in a 

multicultural and multilingual environment profoundly influenced his literary voice. 

Early Life and Education 

Ezekiel was educated at Wilson College, Mumbai, where he earned a degree in 

literature. He later went to England to study philosophy at Birkbeck College, University 
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of London. His experience in England, particularly the sense of alienation and the 

encounter with Western literary traditions, shaped much of his early work. 

Literary Career and Themes 

Ezekiel returned to India in the early 1950s, at a time when Indian English poetry 

was still finding its identity. He became a central figure in the development of this 

literary movement, serving as a mentor to many younger poets and writers. His poetry 

is known for its formal precision, intellectual rigor, and thematic depth, often exploring 

issues of identity, belonging, spirituality, and urban life. 

Ezekiel’s work reflects both his Jewish heritage and his Indian identity, often 

grappling with the complexities of living as a minority in a multicultural society. His 

poems frequently deal with urban alienation, the clash between tradition and modernity, 

and the nuances of Indian life. His humor and irony are key aspects of his poetic style, 

allowing him to critique social and political issues with a light, yet poignant touch. 

Major Works 

Some of his most famous collections include: 

 A Time to Change (1952): His debut collection, which marked the beginning of 

his distinct poetic voice, blending modernist influences with Indian sensibilities. 

 The Unfinished Man (1960): A key collection that deals with existential angst, 

spiritual quests, and the complexities of human relationships. 

 The Exact Name (1965): Known for its precise language and philosophical 

inquiries, this collection reflects Ezekiel’s interest in exploring how language 

shapes identity and perception. 

 Hymns in Darkness (1976): Often considered one of his finest works, this 

collection reflects a deepening of his spiritual and philosophical concerns. 

Style and Influence 

Ezekiel's poetry is characterized by its careful craftsmanship, blending modernist 

techniques like irony, symbolism, and fragmentation with an Indian ethos. His use of 

colloquial Indian English in poems such as "Very Indian Poem in Indian English" 
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showcases his ability to satirize and critique societal norms while also celebrating 

linguistic diversity. 

He was also a distinguished essayist, playwright, and art critic. As an editor, he 

worked with literary journals like Quest and Imprint, which helped shape the intellectual 

discourse of his time. 

Ezekiel's contribution to Indian English literature is immense. His work paved the 

way for subsequent generations of Indian poets, such as A.K. Ramanujan, Kamala Das, 

and Arun Kolatkar. His poetry has been praised for its balance of intellect and emotion, 

as well as its nuanced portrayal of Indian urban life and identity struggles. 

In recognition of his contribution to literature, Ezekiel was awarded the Sahitya Akademi 

Award in 1983 for his collection Latter-Day Psalms. 

Nissim Ezekiel remains a towering figure in Indian English poetry, remembered 

for his wit, intellectual depth, and commitment to poetic excellence. His works continue 

to be studied for their insight into both the individual psyche and the larger socio-cultural 

fabric of postcolonial India. 

1.1.2 SUMMARY 

Very Indian Poem in Indian English by Nissim Ezekiel is a satirical poem that 

humorously critiques the use of Indian English, a dialect of English spoken in India. 

Through the voice of an Indian speaker, Ezekiel highlights the idiosyncrasies and errors 

typical in Indian English, such as incorrect grammar, syntax, and idiomatic expressions. 

The poem is a playful yet pointed commentary on linguistic identity, colonial influence, 

and the cultural blending that shapes modern Indian English. By mimicking the speech 

patterns and quirks of Indian English, Ezekiel underscores both the distinctiveness and 

the challenges of this form of expression. The poem celebrates the unique flavor of 

Indian English while also poking fun at its peculiarities, ultimately reflecting on the 

complex interplay between language and cultural identity in post-colonial India. 
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1.1.3 Analysis of the Poem 

Introduction: 

Nissim Ezekiel is one of those Indian poets writing in English who creates an 

authentic flavor of India, by his use of Indian English - Pidgin English on Bazar English, 

as it is often called. In this poem, the Indian flavor has been created by stressing the 

various mistakes which Indians commit in their use of English, by bringing in the hopes 

and aspirations of free India, and also the attitudes of her two hostile neighbors, China 

and Pakistan. 

Poetic Inspiration for the Poem 

It all started as a comment by a friend who said that you write in English no 

doubt and you write English well but you don't seem to even know or realise that 

thousands of Indians speak what can only be called Indian English, So from that time in 

all his train journeys from Mithibai College back home, he started to take some interest 

in the way English was being spoken on the train. Every time he heard an obvious 

Indian English phrase like, "I'm not knowing only." he would take it down. When he had 

about a thousand of these, he thought of creating this present poem. 

The Indian Living Conditions 

Ezekiel presents that the new generation is going after 'fashion and foreign 

things.' He presents the typical Indian make - up. The Indian living conditions are 

sought to be portrayed. The India of yester years is no longer to be seen here, as 

modernization and industrialization have speeded up the process of change. 

The regrettable thing in the modern world is the act of violence and anti – social 

tendencies proving to be a menace. Still the positive aspects like regeneration, 

remuneration and contraception could be thought of as a way out of the present 

muddle. One can certainly hope for the better and propagate the best that is thought as 

unique. 
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Ancient Indian Wisdom 

In the second stanza, the readers get a peep into things - Indians as Gandhi's 

heir, he would opt for peace and non - violence. He is puzzled why others are not 

following Gandhi's advice - while in this estimate, the ancient Indian wisdom is correct, 

contrastively the modern generation takes it to whatever is western and fashionable - 

like other Indians, he too has to improve his English language. The student interest and 

petty agitations make him feel sickening line Antony's appeal to the Roman mob, he will 

call upon the fellow citizens to think of the past masters. 

Thus in the third stanza, he pronounces, In order to get away from that which is 

disgusting, he wants to have a cup of lassi which is very good for digestion. It can be 

taken as equivalent to the western wine if only a little salt is added to make it a lovely 

drink. The poet confesses that he is the total abstainer from drinks while it is taken by 

addicts to gunch themselves, he for his part would turn to simple drinks like lassi. Thus, 

the poet tries to receive the old Gandhian days. 

The World Situation Today 

In the fourth stanza, the poet is able to think aloud and offer his comments on the 

world situation today. The present conditions all over the world speak of a bad trend 

that give an edge to the production of dangerous weapons and try to be superior to 

others. The countries of the world often tie with each other in keeping themselves 

ahead of others in this mad competitive world. This retrace often leads to conflicts 

resulting in loss of precious human lives. If only one considers the other as the brother; 

the trend could be changed. 

Unity in Diversity 

India is a land where the principle of 'unity in Diversity' is practiced. Here many 

communities live together even though there are some problems. This ideal situation in 

which one Co-exists with the other is described as Ram Rajya by the poet. He gives the 

hand of friendliness to the visitor and expects him to come again. The poet is optimistic 
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when he says that he enjoys every moment of good company. So, he ends the poem by 

saying that he does not feel the necessity of celebrating ceremonies. 

Common Mistakes ‘highlighted’ in the Poem 

Substrate influence on grammar is quite common. It is often frowned upon as 

"wrong", but eventually becomes a regular part of the new language variant. "The 

Patriot" contains a number of Indian English examples: the reduplication of verbs in 

"fighting fighting", the lack of indefinite and definite articles in "threw stone at 

Indirabehn" and "all people of world", the use of one instead of the indefinite article a in 

"one glass lassi", the excessive use of the definite article the in "not that I am ever 

tasting the wine", the excessive use of the continuous tense (the -ing form) in "I am 

standing for peace and non-violence", the omission of an obligatory object pronoun in 

"modern generation is neglecting" (instead of "neglecting this") etc. Again, this is a 

satirical poem rather than a genuine example of Indian English, but the phenomena 

exemplified are genuine enough. 

Conclusion: 

Nissim Ezekiel occupies a unique position among Indo-Anglian poets of post-

Independence era. Nissim opposed the idealism and romanticism of the earlier group of 

Indian writers in English, and tried to look at any typical Indian situation with an Indian 

attitude, with a novel and dynamic Indian insight. He cleverly manipulated Indian 

English to bring out the Indian worldview. 

Thus Ezekiel uses 'Indian English,' or 'Babu Angrezi' in his poetry to depict the 

characteristics of Indian attitude. He used irony as a weapon to depict the characteristic 

features of Indian attitude. 

1.1.4- Glossary  

1 Idiosyncrasies - Quirks 

2 Syntax - Structure 

3 Satirical - Ironic 
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4 Critique - Review 

5 Peculiarities - Oddities 

6 Linguistic – Language 

 

1.1.5- Self-Assessment Questions  

I CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER         

1. The title of the poem unfolds the poet’s attempts to convey the typical Indian 

______. 

a) Thought  b) ideas   c) views  d) panorama  

2. Nissim Ezekiel is known for his irony and ______. 

a) Wit   b) satire   c) tragedy   d) comedy    

3. The poem “Very Indian Poem in English” was published in a collection called 

______. 

a) Hymns in Darkness b) Treasure Trove  c) Prayer  Book  d) New today 

4. It presents a ______ picture of the contemporary period. 

a) Realistic   b) imaginary  c) existential   d) modern 

5. It expressed ______ and physical concern of the speaker. 

a) Realistic   b) imaginary  c) existential   d) modern 

6. The poem describes the mental ____ and melancholy of the speaker. 

a) Sadness  b) upset  c) stress d) anguish   

7. He is a man of patriotic feeling and _____ by nature. 

a) Sentimental  b) Ironical  c) humorous  d) silent 

8. He believes in peace and ______ preached by Mahatma Gandhi. 

a) Virtue  b) non – violence  c) honour  d) simplicity  

9. The poem begins with a series of ______ which require no answers. 

a) Picture  b) images c) questions d) issues 
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10. A little salt can be added to make it a ______. 

a) Lovely  b) harsh  c) hungry  d) reliable 

II ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is the primary theme of "Very Indian Poem in Indian English"? 

2. How does Nissim Ezekiel use humor in "Very Indian Poem in Indian English"? 

3. What does the speaker of the poem say about Mahatma Gandhi? 

4. Which famous line from Shakespeare does the speaker reference in the poem? 

5. What linguistic technique is most prominently featured in the poem? 

III ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the main theme of Very Indian Poem in Indian English by Nissim Ezekiel? 

2. How does Nissim Ezekiel use satire in the poem? 

3. What does the poem suggest about the relationship between language and cultural 

Identity?  

4. How does Very Indian Poem in Indian English reflect the post-colonial experience in 

India? 

5. In what ways does Nissim Ezekiel celebrate the uniqueness of Indian English in the 

poem? 

IV ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critically analyse the poem very Indian poem in Indian English. 

2. Describe the summary of the poem Very Indian poem in Indian English. 

1.1.6 Check your progress 

I CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER         

1. a) Thought    

2. b) satire    

3. b) Hymns in Darkness  

4. b)Realistic    

5. c) Existential   
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6. a) anguish   

7. a)Sentimental   

8. b) Non – violence  

9. c)Questions  

10. a) Lovely   

II ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. The primary theme is the exploration of Indian English as a reflection of 

postcolonial identity and the cultural hybridization of language in India. 

2. Ezekiel uses humor through the deliberate grammatical errors and misuse of 

syntax that mimic Indian English, creating a satirical yet affectionate portrayal of 

linguistic identity. 

3. The speaker expresses confusion over why the world is not following Mahatma 

Gandhi's ideals of peace and non-violence, stating: "I am simply not 

understanding." 

4. The speaker references "Friends, Romans, Countrymen, lend me your ears" from 

Shakespeare's Julius Caesar. 

5. The poem prominently features Indian English, a form of code-switching and non-
standard English, blending Indian syntax and expressions with English. 
 

III ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1.   The main theme of Very Indian Poem in Indian English is the exploration and 

critique of Indian English, a unique dialect shaped by India's historical, cultural, 

and social contexts. Nissim Ezekiel uses satire to highlight the distinctive 

characteristics and Common errors in Indian English, such as grammatical 

mistakes, incorrect idiomatic expressions, and peculiar syntax. The poem delves 

into issues of linguistic identity and post-colonial influence, illustrating how 

English, introduced by British colonization, has been indigenized and transformed 

within the Indian context. By mimicking the speech patterns of Indian English 

speakers, Ezekiel simultaneously celebrates its uniqueness and critiques its 
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flaws, reflecting on the broader implications of language as a marker of cultural 

identity. 

2. Nissim Ezekiel employs satire in Very Indian Poem in Indian English by 

exaggerating and humorously depicting the common mistakes and peculiarities of 

Indian English. The poem's speaker uses incorrect grammar, awkward syntax, 

and literal translations of Indian idioms, which creates a comedic effect while also 

prompting readers to reflect on the deeper issues of language and identity. For 

example, the poem features phrases like "I am not knowing," which, although 

incorrect in Standard English, is a common error among Indian English speakers.   

Through this satirical portrayal, Ezekiel not only entertains but also critiques the 

way English has been adapted in India, highlighting both its limitations and its 

creative adaptations. This approach allows readers to engage with the poem on 

multiple levels, appreciating its humour while considering the cultural and 

linguistic complexities it addresses. 

3. Very Indian Poem in Indian English suggests a complex relationship between 

language and cultural identity, particularly in a post-colonial context. The poem 

reflects how English, despite being a colonial legacy, has become an integral part 

of Indian society, influencing and being influenced by local languages and 

cultures. This fusion creates a distinct variant of English that embodies the hybrid 

nature of contemporary Indian identity. By showcasing the quirks and errors of 

Indian English, Ezekiel emphasizes how language can serve as a medium of 

cultural expression and identity, even when it deviates from standard norms. The 

poem underscores the idea that language is not static but evolves with the people 

who use it, adapting to their needs and contexts. It highlights the resilience and 

creativity of Indian speakers in making English their own, thus affirming their 

cultural identity through a language that was once a tool of oppression. 

4.  The poem reflects the post-colonial experience in India by addressing the 

enduring impact of British colonization on the Indian linguistic landscape. English, 
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introduced as the language of the colonizers, has been appropriated and 

transformed by Indians into a version that reflects their own experiences, 

identities, and cultural nuances. Ezekiel's poem illustrates this transformation by 

using Indian English to convey the speaker's thoughts and feelings, thus 

validating it as a legitimate form of expression.  

The humour and satire in the poem highlight the tensions between the 

colonial past and the post-colonial present, where English is no longer just a 

foreign language but a part of everyday life in India. The poem captures the 

ambivalence of post-colonial identity, where pride in one's cultural heritage 

coexists with the influence of a colonial legacy. Through its playful yet critical 

examination of Indian English, the poem sheds light on how language serves as 

a site of negotiation and reclamation in the post-colonial era. 

5.  Nissim Ezekiel celebrates the uniqueness of Indian English by embracing its 

distinct characteristics and presenting them with humour and affection. The 

poem's playful tone and the deliberate use of common errors in Indian English 

showcase the creative and adaptive nature of this linguistic variant. By writing in 

Indian English, Ezekiel elevates it from being seen merely as incorrect or inferior 

to standard English, recognizing it as a legitimate and expressive form of 

communication.  

The poem highlights the ingenuity of Indian speakers in making English 

their own, reflecting the cultural and linguistic diversity of India. Through his 

satirical yet appreciative portrayal, Ezekiel acknowledges the richness that Indian 

English brings to the tapestry of global English dialects, celebrating its role in 

expressing the unique experiences and identities of Indian people. This 

celebration is evident in the poem's humorous and light-hearted approach, which 

invites readers to appreciate the beauty and individuality of Indian English while 

recognizing the broader cultural dynamics it represents. 
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   IV ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

Introduction 

Nissim Ezekiel is one of those Indian poets writing in English who creates an 

authentic flavour of India, by his use of Indian English - Pidgin English on Bazar 

English, as it is often called. In this poem, the Indian flavour has been created by 

stressing the various mistakes which Indians commit in their use of English, by 

bringing in the hopes and aspirations of free India, and also the attitudes of her two 

hostile neighbours, China and Pakistan. 

Poetic Inspiration for the Poem 

It all started as a comment by a friend who said that you write in English no 

doubt and you write English well but you don't seem to even know or realise that 

thousands of Indians speak what can only be called Indian English, So from that 

time in all his train journeys from Mithibai College back home, he started to take 

some interest in the way English was being spoken on the train. Every time he 

heard an obvious Indian English phrase like, "I'm not knowing only." he would take it 

down. When he had about a thousand of these, he thought of creating this present 

poem. 

The Indian Living Conditions 

Ezekiel presents that the new generation is going after 'fashion and foreign 

things.' He presents the typical Indian make - up. The Indian living conditions are 

sought to be portrayed. The India of yester years is no longer to be seen here, as 

modernization and industrialization have speeded up the process of change. 

The regrettable thing in the modern world is the act of violence and anti – social 

tendencies proving to be a menace. Still the positive aspects like regeneration, 

remuneration and contraception could be thought of as a way out of the present 

muddle. One can certainly hope for the better and propagate the best that is thought 

as unique. 
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Ancient Indian Wisdom 

In the second stanza, the readers get a peep into things - Indians as Gandhi's 

heir, he would opt for peace and non - violence. He is puzzled why others are not 

following Gandhi's advice - while in this estimate, the ancient Indian wisdom is 

correct, contrastively the modern generation takes it to whatever is western and 

fashionable - like other Indians, he too has to improve his English language. The 

student interest and petty agitations make him feel sickening line Antony's appeal to 

the Roman mob, he will call upon the fellow citizens to think of the past masters. 

Thus in the third stanza, he pronounces, In order to get away from that which is 

disgusting, he wants to have a cup of lassi which is very good for digestion. It can be 

taken as equivalent to the western wine if only a little salt is added to make it a 

lovely drink. The poet confesses that he is the total abstainer from drinks while it is 

taken by addicts to gunch themselves, he for his part would turn to simple drinks like 

lassi. Thus, the poet tries to receive the old Gandhian days. 

The World Situation Today 

In the fourth stanza, the poet is able to think aloud and offer his comments on the 

world situation today. The present conditions all over the world speak of a bad trend 

that give an edge to the production of dangerous weapons and try to be superior to 

others. The countries of the world often tie with each other in keeping themselves 

ahead of others in this mad competitive world. This retrace often leads to conflicts 

resulting in loss of precious human lives. If only one considers the other as the 

brother; the trend could be changed. 

Unity in Diversity 

India is a land where the principle of 'unity in Diversity' is practiced. Here many 

communities live together even though there are some problems. This ideal situation 

in which one Co-exists with the other is described as Ram Rajya by the poet. He 

gives the hand of friendliness to the visitor and expects him to come again. The poet 

is optimistic when he says that he enjoys every moment of good company. So, he 
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ends the poem by saying that he does not feel the necessity of celebrating 

ceremonies. 

Conclusion 

Nissim Ezekiel occupies a unique position among Indo-Anglian poets of post-

Independence era. Nissim opposed the idealism and romanticism of the earlier 

group of Indian writers in English, and tried to look at any typical Indian situation with 

an Indian attitude, with a novel and dynamic Indian insight. He cleverly manipulated 

Indian English to bring out the Indian worldview. 

Thus Ezekiel uses 'Indian English,' or 'Babu Angrezi' in his poetry to depict the 

characteristics of Indian attitude. He used irony as a weapon to depict the characteristic 

features of Indian attitude. 

1.1.7 References 

1. Very Indian Poem in Indian English by Nissim Ezekiel. 

2. https://jvbi.ac.in/dde/pdf/menu/distance/SLM/BA-III-Eng-Lit-I.pdf 

3. https://www.econtent.in/pacc.in/admin/contents/40__2020111704230693.pdf 

4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u113NnTbSqs 

 

SECTION1.2:  Still I Rise - Maya Angelou 

 

You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies, 

You may trod me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I'll rise. 

 
Does my sassiness upset you? 

Why are you beset with gloom? 
’Cause I walk like I've got oil wells 

Pumping in my living room. 

https://jvbi.ac.in/dde/pdf/menu/distance/SLM/BA-III-Eng-Lit-I.pdf
https://www.econtent.in/pacc.in/admin/contents/40__2020111704230693.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u113NnTbSqs
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Just like moons and like suns, 

With the certainty of tides, 
Just like hopes springing high, 

Still I'll rise. 
 

Did you want to see me broken? 
Bowed head and lowered eyes? 

Shoulders falling down like teardrops, 
Weakened by my soulful cries? 

 
Does my haughtiness offend you? 

Don't you take it awful hard 
’Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines 

Diggin’ in my own backyard. 
 

You may shoot me with your words, 
 
 

You may cut me with your eyes, 
You may kill me with your hatefulness, 

But still, like air, I’ll rise. 
 

Does my sexiness upset you? 
Does it come as a surprise 

That I dance like I've got diamonds 
At the meeting of my thighs? 

 
Out of the huts of history’s shame 

I rise 
Up from a past that’s rooted in pain 

I rise 
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide, 

Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
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Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 

I rise 
Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear 

I rise 
Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave, 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 

I rise 
I rise 
I rise. 

- Maya Angelou 

 

 

1.2.1 ABOUT THE AUTHOR  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maya Angelou was born Marguerite Johnson in St. Louis, Missouri, on April 4, 

1928. She grew up in St. Louis and Stamps, Arkansas. She was an author, poet, 

historian, songwriter, playwright, dancer, stage and screen producer, director, 

performer, singer, and civil rights activist. She was best known for her seven 

autobiographical books: Mom & Me & Mom (Random House, 2013); Letter to My 

Daughter (Random House, 2008); All God's Children Need Traveling Shoes (Random 

House, 1986); The Heart of a Woman (Random House, 1981); Singin' and Swingin' and 

Gettin' Merry Like Christmas (Random House, 1976); Gather Together in My 
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Name (Random House, 1974); and I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Random House, 

1969), which was nominated for the National Book Award. 

Among her volumes of poetry are A Brave and Startling Truth (Random House, 

1995); The Complete Collected Poems of Maya Angelou (Random House, 

1994); Wouldn't Take Nothing for My Journey Now (Random House, 1993); I Shall Not 

Be Moved (Random House, 1990); Shaker, Why Don't You Sing? (Random House, 

1983); Oh Pray My Wings Are Gonna Fit Me Well (Random House, 1975); and Just 

Give Me a Cool Drink of Water 'fore I Diiie (Random House, 1971), which was 

nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. 

In 1959, at the request of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Angelou became the 

northern coordinator for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. From 1961 to 

1962 she was associate editor of The Arab Observer in Cairo, Egypt, the only English-

language news weekly in the Middle East, and from 1964 to 1966 she was feature 

editor of the African Review in Accra, Ghana. She returned to the United States in 1974 

and was appointed by Gerald Ford to the Bicentennial Commission and later by Jimmy 

Carter to the Commission for International Woman of the Year. She accepted a lifetime 

appointment in 1982 as Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake Forest 

University in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. In 1993, Angelou wrote and delivered a 

poem, "On The Pulse of the Morning," at the inauguration for President Bill Clinton at 

his request. In 2000, she received the National Medal of Arts, and in 2010 she was 

awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by President Barack Obama. 

The first black woman director in Hollywood, Angelou wrote, produced, directed, 

and starred in productions for stage, film, and television. In 1971, she wrote the original 

screenplay and musical score for the film Georgia, Georgia, and was both author and 

executive producer of a five-part television miniseries "Three Way Choice." She also 

wrote and produced several prize-winning documentaries, including "Afro-Americans in 

the Arts," a PBS special for which she received the Golden Eagle Award. Angelou was 
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twice nominated for a Tony award for acting: once for her Broadway debut in Look 

Away (1973), and again for her performance in Roots (1977). 

Angelou died on May 28, 2014, in Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where she 

had served as Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake Forest University since 

1982. She was eighty-six. 

1.2.2 SUMMARY 

The poem is directed towards those oppressors in society who would tie the speaker to 

her past and to a history that has been misrepresented and cannot be relied upon. Her ancestors 

were depicted unfairly and dishonestly in history, and she will rise above the cruelty and 

suffering they experienced. The speaker is both angry and confident throughout the poem. 

Initially, she is baffled by the way in which her oppressors ostensibly, white people and 

specifically, white males do not want her to succeed or become more than the sum of her history. 

She notes that her joy seems to make them miserable, and she questions why that is. At the same 

time, she taunts these oppressors, acknowledging the impact of her behaviors and personality 

and delighting in the fact that she bewilders them with her power and confidence. The poem as a 

whole is a declaration of strength and of determination. 

The speaker proclaims boldly that whatever her oppressors do to try to hamper her 

progress or take away her rights, it will not matter. Nobody will ever take her power away, and 

she will always rise above the racism, pain, and sexism to be the powerful woman she knows she 

is. She will break the negative cycle of the past. 

She also speaks on behalf of other black people without actually stating that this is what 

she is doing. By making references to her ancestors and naming slavery explicitly near the 

poem's conclusion, she is addressing the collective experiences of her people and stating that 

they as a race are more powerful than their oppressors. Whatever the oppressors do, they cannot 

stop her people from moving forward in their lives. 

https://www.gradesaver.com/still-i-rise/study-guide/character-list#the-speaker
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The poet ends her declaration by affirming that no matter what happens, she will 

continue to rise above history, hate, and bigotry just like her ancestors dreamed would be 

possible. She will fulfill their dreams and hopes for freedom and happiness. 

1.2.3 ANALYSIS OF THE POEM  

Maya Angelou’s work, both her poetry and her autobiographies, is about the 

importance of not being defeated by the obstacles and challenges life throws at you. 

When ‘you’ here denotes an African-American woman who grew up with more than her 

fair share of hardship, the message of her poems becomes even more rousing: 

Angelou had known what it was to struggle. 

Despite these hardships, which included growing up as one of the few black girls 

in the town in Arkansas where she spent ten years of her childhood, Maya Angelou 

consistently reaffirms the positive and inspirational aspects of humanity, and ‘Still I Rise’ 

is one of her best-known poems which assert the life-affirming qualities within the 

human race. 

Angelou acknowledges and even confronts directly the many oppressions and 

discriminations faced by black people throughout history, but the poem’s message is 

overwhelmingly positive and hopeful. 

‘Still I Rise’ can be classified or categorised as an example of a lyric poem, 

because although it is not designed to be sung, it is a poem spoken by a single 

speaker, in which she expresses her thoughts and feelings. And the poem is both a 

personal lyric, a channelling of Angelou’s own tough upbringing and experiences, and a 

poem about a nation developing during the Civil Rights era, in response to writers and 

activists including Angelou herself. 

‘Still I Rise’ is composed largely in quatrains rhymed abcb. The line lengths vary 

and the number of syllables and beats in each line also varies, giving the poem a 

sprightly, unpredictable feel. It belongs to a strong spoken-word tradition where poetry 
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is returned to its oral roots: these are words meant to be recited, chanted, declaimed 

out loud in the living voice. 

And the shift from more ordered abcb quatrains into a less predictable form in 

the poem’s final stanza is perhaps best analysed as a broadening out rather than a 

breaking down: the poet’s passion, confidence, and optimism burst into new life, and 

can no longer be contained by the conventional four-line stanza form. The form of the 

closing lines of ‘Still I Rise’ thus enact their meaning: they are rising above the past 

(embodied by the more traditional quatrain) and becoming something more 

individualised, spirited, and bespoke. 

1.2.4- Glossary  

1. Rise - Ascend 

2. Trod - Trampled 

3. Haughtiness - Arrogance 

4. Beset - Plagued 

5. Welling - Surging 

1.2.5 - Self-Assessment Questions  

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER          
1. Angelou’s Still I rise is a ______ poem. 

a) Symbolic b) regional  c) universal  d) dynamic 

2. In the first stanza, the poet uses ____ as a symbol. 

a) Shirt  b) mart  c) dirt  d) smart 

3. The symbols collectively refer to the ______ of the speaker. 

a) Resourcefulness b) aptness c) genuineness  d) sincerity 

4. In the fourth stanza, the moon and sun represent the ______herself. 

a) Man  b) sun  c) earth  d) tides 

5. Some phrases deal with the concept of ______ in this line, “Bowed head and 

lowered eyes”. 
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a) Slavery  b) education  c) agriculture   d) civilization 

6. There is an important symbol of the ______ in the eighth stanza. 

a) Blue sky  b) black ocean  c) violet fruit  d) ready reckoner 

7. Through this poem the poet seeks to _____ herself. 

a) Embody  b) empower  c) procreate  d) proclaim 

8. Maya Angelou gives her heart and soul to declare that no one could oppress her 

or keep her ______. 

a) Arrested   b) thwarted  c) down  d) low  

9. She calls slavery history’s ______. 

a) Record  b) pager  c) shame  d) onus 

10. The poet lets society know that it cannot ______ against her with words or looks. 

a) Prevail  b) stand  c) argue  d) defend  

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is the central theme of "Still I Rise"? 

2. What does the repeated phrase "I rise" symbolize in the poem? 

3. What kind of oppression is the speaker addressing in the poem? 

4. How does Maya Angelou use similes in "Still I Rise"? Give an example. 

5. What is the tone of the poem "Still I Rise"? 

6. How does the speaker respond to those who try to oppress her? 

7. What does the line "You may shoot me with your words" suggest? 

8. Which historical experiences does the poem allude to? 

9. What does the speaker mean by "I am the dream and the hope of the slave"? 

10. What role does self-confidence play in the poem? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. How does Maya Angelou use imagery and symbolism to convey themes of resilience 

and empowerment in "Still I Rise"? 

2. Discuss the significance of repetition in the poem "Still I Rise" by Maya Angelou and 

how it contributes to the poem's overall impact. 
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3. How does Angelou use natural imagery to convey the speaker's strength in "Still I 

Rise"? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Critical analysis of Maya Angelou's poem "Still I Rise,"  

2. How can the message of "Still I Rise" be applied to personal challenges you have 

faced?  

1.2.6 Check your progress 

I CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER         

1. a) Symbolic 

2. c) dirt   

3. a) Resourcefulness  

4. d)  tides 

5. a) Slavery 

6. b)  black ocean   

7. b)  Empower 

8. c) Down 

9. c) Shame 

10. a) Prevail 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. The central theme is resilience and the indomitable spirit to overcome oppression, 

racism, and adversity. 

2. "I rise" symbolizes defiance, empowerment, and the speaker's ability to overcome 

challenges and rise above oppression. 

3. The speaker addresses racial oppression, gender discrimination, and historical 

injustices faced by Black people, especially Black women. 

4. Angelou uses similes to convey strength and resilience, such as in the line "But still, 

like dust, I'll rise". 
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5. The tone is defiant, empowering, and optimistic as the speaker asserts her 

resilience against adversity. 

6. The speaker responds with confidence and unwavering determination, stating that 

despite the oppression, she will continue to rise. 

7. It suggests the emotional violence and verbal attacks the speaker has faced but 

emphasizes that they will not break her spirit. 

8. The poem alludes to the history of slavery, racism, and the civil rights struggle of 

African Americans. 

9. The speaker means that she embodies the realization of the aspirations and 

struggles of enslaved people who fought for freedom and dignity. 

10. Self-confidence is central, as the speaker’s boldness and pride in her identity allow 

her to overcome societal attempts to degrade her 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Maya Angelou's "Still I Rise" is replete with powerful imagery and symbolism that 

underscore themes of resilience and empowerment. Angelou uses the recurring image 

of rising, which symbolizes overcoming oppression and adversity. Phrases like "You 

may trod me in the very dirt / But still, like dust, I'll rise" illustrate this point vividly. The 

image of dust rising despite being trampled conveys an indomitable spirit that cannot be 

suppressed. Additionally, Angelou employs symbols such as "gold mines" and 

"diamonds" to represent inner wealth and worth, suggesting that despite societal 

attempts to demean and degrade, her intrinsic value remains untouched. This imagery 

is further reinforced through references to nature, like the "moons and suns" and the 

"tides," which highlight the natural, unstoppable force of her resilience. By aligning her 

perseverance with these powerful natural elements, Angelou asserts that her rise is as 

inevitable and enduring as the cycles of the earth. Overall, the poem's vivid imagery 

and symbolism powerfully communicate a message of unyielding strength and self-

worth in the face of discrimination and hardship. 
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2. Repetition is a key literary device in Maya Angelou's "Still I Rise," serving to reinforce 

the poem's message of resilience and defiance. The phrase "I rise" is repeated multiple 

times throughout the poem, creating a rhythmic and emphatic assertion of strength. 

This repetition not only emphasizes Angelou's determination to overcome adversity but 

also instills a sense of continuity and relentless forward motion. Each repetition builds 

on the previous one, symbolizing the cumulative power of repeated acts of resistance 

and survival. Additionally, the repetition of "You may" at the beginning of several lines 

underscores the various forms of oppression faced by the speaker, while the consistent 

response "I rise" serves as a powerful counter-narrative. This structure effectively 

juxtaposes the attempts to subjugate her with her unyielding resilience. The cumulative 

effect of this repetition is a resounding affirmation of the speaker's strength and self-

worth, making the poem not only a personal declaration but also a universal anthem of 

empowerment. Through this technique, Angelou ensures that the reader feels the 

persistent and unstoppable force of her will to rise above all challenges. 

3. In "Still I Rise," Maya Angelou employs natural imagery to vividly convey the 

speaker's strength and resilience. She draws parallels between the speaker and 

unstoppable natural forces to highlight the inevitability and power of her rise. For 

instance, Angelou compares the speaker to "dust" that rises despite being trodden 

upon, symbolizing the persistent and enduring nature of her strength. Similarly, she 

uses the imagery of tides, "Just like moons and like suns, / With the certainty of tides," 

to suggest that the speaker's rise is as natural and unavoidable as the celestial 

movements and ocean currents. This connection to the rhythms of nature emphasizes 

the speaker's intrinsic power and resilience, suggesting that her strength is a 

fundamental, unstoppable force. Additionally, Angelou likens the speaker to the air, "But 

still, like air, I'll rise," which further underscores her uncontainable and pervasive spirit. 

The use of natural imagery in the poem not only reinforces the theme of resilience but 

also elevates the speaker's struggle and triumph to a universal level, connecting her 

personal experience to broader, timeless elements of the natural world. Through these 
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metaphors, Angelou effectively conveys the speaker's indomitable strength and the 

certainty of her continued rise. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. Introduction 

Maya Angelou's "Still I Rise" is a powerful and inspiring poem that addresses 

themes of resilience, empowerment, and the unbreakable spirit of those who have 

faced oppression. Through vivid imagery, an assertive tone, and a strong narrative 

voice, Angelou crafts a poem that not only speaks to her personal experiences but also 

resonates with a universal audience. This analysis explores the various literary devices 

and thematic elements Angelou employs to convey her message of defiance and hope. 

 Vivid Imagery of Resilience 

Angelou’s use of vivid imagery is central to the poem’s impact, creating a series 

of powerful visual metaphors that emphasize the speaker's resilience. By comparing 

herself to dust, moons, suns, and ocean tides, Angelou underscores the natural, 

unstoppable force of her rise. For example, in the lines, "You may trod me in the very 

dirt / But still, like dust, I'll rise," dust symbolizes an indomitable spirit that cannot be 

permanently suppressed. Similarly, the recurring imagery of the sun and moon in "Just 

like moons and like suns, / With the certainty of tides," suggests that her resilience is as 

inevitable and constant as these celestial bodies. This use of natural imagery not only 

illustrates the speaker’s strength but also connects her individual experience to the 

broader, universal rhythms of nature, reinforcing the timeless and universal nature of 

her message. 

Assertive and Defiant Tone 

The assertive and defiant tone of "Still I Rise" is a key element that conveys the 

speaker’s unwavering confidence and determination. Angelou’s deliberate choice of 

language serves to confront and challenge those who attempt to oppress or diminish 

her. The rhetorical questions, such as "Does my sassiness upset you?" and "Does my 

haughtiness offend you?" are both confrontational and unapologetic, emphasizing the 
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speaker’s refusal to conform to others’ expectations or limitations. This defiant tone is 

further reinforced by the repeated assertion, "I rise," which functions as both a 

declaration of intent and a statement of fact. This repetition not only strengthens the 

poem’s rhythmic structure but also drives home the message of resilience and defiance, 

making it clear that the speaker’s spirit cannot be broken. The confident tone effectively 

communicates the speaker’s inner strength and determination to rise above any form of 

adversity. 

Empowering Themes of Strength and Overcoming 

The themes of empowerment, strength, and overcoming adversity are woven 

throughout the poem, highlighting the speaker’s journey from oppression to triumph. 

Angelou’s portrayal of the speaker as a figure of immense strength is captured in lines 

such as, "I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide, / Welling and swelling I bear in the tide." 

The ocean, a powerful and uncontrollable force of nature, symbolizes the vast and 

uncontainable spirit of the speaker. This imagery of the ocean conveys a sense of 

limitless potential and dynamic energy, further emphasizing the theme of 

empowerment. Additionally, Angelou connects the speaker’s personal resilience to the 

broader historical context of black resistance and survival. By referencing her ancestors 

and describing herself as "the dream and the hope of the slave," Angelou situates the 

speaker’s rise within a legacy of enduring strength and perseverance. This connection 

to historical and collective struggles enriches the poem’s message, underscoring that 

the strength to rise above difficulties is both an individual and a shared experience. 

 Personal and Collective Triumph 

Angelou’s "Still I Rise" transcends the personal to reflect a collective triumph, 

merging individual resilience with a shared legacy of overcoming oppression. The poem 

celebrates not only the speaker’s personal victory but also honours the collective 

strength of those who have come before her. The lines, "Bringing the gifts that my 

ancestors gave, / I am the dream and the hope of the slave," highlight the continuity 

between past and present struggles and victories. By framing her rise as part of a larger 
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historical narrative, Angelou emphasizes that the speaker’s strength is both inherited 

and communal. This dual perspective reinforces the idea that personal empowerment is 

deeply connected to collective experiences and historical context. The poem becomes 

a tribute to the enduring spirit of a community that has faced systemic oppression and 

emerged with an unbroken will to thrive. 

Conclusion 

In "Still I Rise," Maya Angelou masterfully combines vivid imagery, a defiant 

tone, and empowering themes to create a powerful and resonant message of resilience 

and hope. The poem celebrates the strength and unbreakable spirit of those who have 

faced and overcome adversity, particularly black women. Through her compelling use 

of literary devices and her ability to connect personal and collective experiences, 

Angelou crafts a timeless anthem of defiance and empowerment. "Still I Rise" stands as 

a testament to the enduring power of the human spirit and its capacity to rise above any 

challenge. 

2. Introduction 

  Maya Angelou's poem "Still I Rise" is a powerful testament to resilience, 

empowerment, and triumph over adversity. Its message transcends the specific 

historical and social context of racial and gender oppression to inspire individuals 

universally. Angelou’s unwavering defiance and unshakeable confidence offer a 

blueprint for overcoming personal challenges. By embodying the spirit of "Still I Rise," 

one can navigate life's difficulties with a sense of hope, empowerment, and unyielding 

determination. This essay explores how the message of "Still I Rise" can be applied to 

personal challenges, drawing on themes of resilience, self-worth, defiance against 

negativity, hope, and personal growth. 

Overcoming Adversity 

One of the central messages of "Still I Rise" is resilience in the face of setbacks. 

Angelou’s repeated assertion, “I rise,” serves as a powerful reminder to persist despite 

adversity. In my own life, I have faced significant challenges that tested my resolve and 
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resilience. During a particularly difficult period in my academic journey, I struggled with 

self-doubt and the fear of failure. By internalizing the poem’s message, I reminded 

myself that setbacks are not the end but an opportunity to rise stronger. This mindset 

helped me persevere through tough times, ultimately leading to academic success and 

personal growth. Just as Angelou rises above oppression, I learned to rise above my 

personal obstacles, viewing them as stepping stones rather than stumbling blocks. 

Empowerment and Self-Worth 

Angelou’s poem is a powerful affirmation of self-worth and inner strength. The 

lines, “I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide,” convey a profound sense of self-

empowerment and boundless potential. In facing personal challenges, it is crucial to 

recognize and affirm one’s value. For instance, in the workplace, I encountered 

situations where my contributions were undervalued, and my ideas dismissed. By 

embracing the confidence and self-worth depicted in "Still I Rise," I found the courage to 

assert myself and advocate for my ideas. This not only improved my professional 

standing but also reinforced my belief in my capabilities, echoing Angelou’s message 

that self-worth is inherent and unshakeable. 

Confidence and Defiance 

The tone of defiance in "Still I Rise" is particularly inspiring when confronting 

negative expectations and criticism. Angelou’s bold declarations, such as, “You may 

shoot me with your words, / You may cut me with your eyes,” resonate deeply with 

anyone who has faced unwarranted criticism or negativity. In my experience, there have 

been times when others’ doubts and negative remarks threatened to undermine my 

confidence. By channeling the defiant spirit of the poem, I learned to disregard these 

negative influences and focus on my goals. This defiance against negativity not only 

shielded me from self-doubt but also fueled my determination to succeed, 

demonstrating the power of Angelou’s message in personal resilience. 
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Hope and Positivity 

Maintaining hope and positivity is another key theme in "Still I Rise." The refrain 

“I rise” is a beacon of hope, encouraging perseverance through the darkest times. 

When faced with personal challenges, such as health issues or emotional turmoil, it can 

be easy to succumb to despair. However, Angelou’s unwavering optimism serves as a 

reminder that hope is a powerful tool for overcoming adversity. By embracing this 

hopeful outlook, I was able to navigate difficult periods with a positive mindset, believing 

in the possibility of better days. This optimism was instrumental in helping me find 

solutions and stay motivated, illustrating the transformative power of hope in personal 

challenges. 

Personal Reflection and Growth 

Reflecting on personal growth and resilience is essential in applying the 

message of "Still I Rise." The poem encourages looking back on challenges as 

opportunities for growth and learning. In my life, I have encountered numerous 

obstacles that, in retrospect, have contributed significantly to my personal development. 

By viewing these experiences through the lens of Angelou’s poem, I recognize that 

each challenge was a chance to rise, to learn, and to become stronger. This reflection 

fosters a deeper understanding of my journey and reinforces the importance of 

resilience and self-belief. 

Conclusion 

Maya Angelou’s "Still I Rise" is more than a poem; it is a manifesto of resilience, 

empowerment, and unyielding hope. Its message can be profoundly applied to personal 

challenges, offering a roadmap for navigating adversity with strength and confidence. 

By embodying the themes of resilience, self-worth, defiance, hope, and personal 

growth, one can rise above life’s obstacles and emerge stronger. The enduring 

relevance of "Still I Rise" lies in its ability to inspire and uplift, reminding us all that, 

regardless of the challenges we face, we possess the inner strength to rise and thrive. 
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1.2.7 References 

1. Still I Rise - Maya Angelou Still I Rise - Maya Angelou 

2. https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still-i-rise 

3. https://www.litcharts.com/poetry/maya-angelou/still-i-rise 

4. https://www.sparknotes.com/poetry/still-i-rise/overview/ 

SECTION 1.3:  The Flower - Alfred Lord Tennyson 

 

Once in a golden hour 
I cast to earth a seed. 

Up there came a flower, 
The people said, a weed. 

 
To and fro they went 

Thro' my garden bower, 
And muttering discontent 

Cursed me and my flower. 
 

Then it grew so tall 
It wore a crown of light, 

But thieves from o'er the wall 
Stole the seed by night. 

 
Sow'd it far and wide 

By every town and tower, 
Till all the people cried, 
'Splendid is the flower! ' 

 
 

Read my little fable: 
He that runs may read. 

Most can raise the flowers now, 
For all have got the seed. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46446/still-i-rise
https://www.litcharts.com/poetry/maya-angelou/still-i-rise
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And some are pretty enough, 
And some are poor indeed; 
And now again the people 

Call it but a weed. 

- Alfred Lord Tennyson 
 

1.3.1 About the Author 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alfred Lord Tennyson (1809–1892) was a prominent English poet and one of the most 

significant literary figures of the Victorian era. His work is characterized by its lyrical quality, 

exploration of deep emotional themes, and engagement with contemporary social and 

philosophical issues. 

Early Life and Education 

Tennyson was born in Somersby, Lincolnshire, to a clergyman’s family. He was the 

fourth of twelve children, and his early exposure to nature in the English countryside greatly 

influenced his poetry. Tennyson attended Trinity College, Cambridge, where he began to gain 

recognition for his writing. He won the prestigious Chancellor's Gold Medal for his poem 

"Timbuctoo" in 1829. 
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Literary Career 

Tennyson's first major publication was "Poems" (1830), but it was his 1842 collection, "Poems 

Chiefly Lyrical," that established his reputation. Throughout his career, he produced a 

remarkable body of work, including: 

 "In Memoriam A.H.H." (1850): This elegy for Tennyson's close friend Arthur Hallam 

is one of his most famous works, reflecting on love, loss, and the search for meaning in 

the face of grief. 

 "The Idylls of the King" (1859): A retelling of the Arthurian legends, this epic poem 

explores themes of chivalry, love, and betrayal, and it has become one of Tennyson's 

signature works. 

 "The Charge of the Light Brigade" (1854): Written in response to the disastrous 

military charge during the Crimean War, this poem highlights themes of bravery and the 

futility of war. 

Style and Themes 

Tennyson's poetry is known for its musicality, imagery, and symbolism. He often 

explored themes such as nature, death, faith, and the tension between science and religion. His 

work reflects the concerns of the Victorian era, addressing social issues, morality, and the 

changing landscape of British society. 

Influence and Legacy 

Tennyson served as Poet Laureate from 1850 until his death, a position that elevated his 

status as the leading poet of his time. He was deeply influential in shaping the poetic tradition in 

England, inspiring poets like W.B. Yeats and Robert Frost. 

His use of meter, rhyme, and lyrical quality contributed to the development of modern poetry. 

Tennyson's exploration of personal and universal themes has ensured that his work remains 

relevant and widely studied. 
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Later Life and Recognition 

In 1884, Tennyson was elevated to the peerage as Baron Tennyson, marking a significant 

recognition of his contributions to literature. He continued to write and publish until his later 

years, and he passed away in 1892. 

Tennyson’s legacy endures, with his poems still celebrated for their emotional depth, 

technical brilliance, and insight into the human condition. His ability to resonate with readers 

across generations makes him a central figure in the canon of English literature. 

1.3.2Summary of the poem 

The poem is directed towards those oppressors in society who would tie the speaker to 

her past and to a history that has been misrepresented and cannot be relied upon. Her ancestors 

were depicted unfairly and dishonestly in history, and she will rise above the cruelty and 

suffering they experienced. The speaker is both angry and confident throughout the poem. 

Initially, she is baffled by the way in which her oppressors—ostensibly, white people and 

specifically, white males—do not want her to 

succeed or become more than the sum of her 

history. She notes that her joy seems to make them 

miserable, and she questions why that is. At the 

same time, she taunts these oppressors, 

acknowledging the impact of her behaviors and 

personality and delighting in the fact that she 

bewilders them with her power and confidence. The 

poem as a whole is a declaration of strength and of determination.  

The speaker proclaims boldly that whatever her oppressors do to try to hamper her 

progress or take away her rights, it will not matter. Nobody will ever take her power away, and 

she will always rise above the racism, pain, and sexism to be the powerful woman she knows she 

is. She will break the negative cycle of the past. 

https://www.gradesaver.com/still-i-rise/study-guide/character-list#the-speaker
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She also speaks on behalf of other black people without actually stating that this is what 

she is doing. By making references to her ancestors and naming slavery explicitly near the 

poem's conclusion, she is addressing the collective experiences of her people and stating that 

they as a race are more powerful than their oppressors. Whatever the oppressors do, they cannot 

stop her people from moving forward in their lives. 

The poet ends her declaration by affirming that no matter what happens, she will 

continue to rise above history, hate, and bigotry just like her ancestors dreamed would be 

possible. She will fulfill their dreams and hopes for freedom and happiness. 

1.3.3 Analysis of the poem 

Alfred Lord Tennyson's poem "The Flower" explores themes of value, public opinion, 

and the transient nature of appreciation. Through the metaphor of a flower, Tennyson reflects on 

how society often fails to recognize beauty and worth until it is fully developed or after it has 

been lost. 

Structure and Form 

The poem is written in a lyrical style, using rhymed stanzas and a consistent meter that 

contributes to its musicality. This structure enhances the emotional weight of the poem, allowing 

readers to feel the ebb and flow of the speaker's thoughts. 

Themes 

1. Value and Recognition: The poem delves into how true worth is often overlooked. The 

flower represents ideas, creativity, or talents that are initially dismissed or undervalued 

by society. Tennyson emphasizes that it takes time for people to appreciate something 

fully. 

2. Fickleness of Public Opinion: Tennyson critiques the changing attitudes of society. 

The initial scorn and dismissal of the flower contrast with the later admiration it receives, 

reflecting how public opinion can be capricious and often shallow. 

3. The Natural Cycle: The flower’s growth and eventual recognition symbolize the 

natural process of maturation and the eventual acceptance of what was once rejected. 
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This cycle suggests that true beauty or worth will ultimately be recognized, albeit 

sometimes belatedly. 

Imagery and Language 

Tennyson employs rich imagery throughout the poem. The flower is described in vivid 

detail, emphasizing its beauty and fragility. Phrases like "the flower that blooms" evoke a sense 

of life and vitality, while the description of how it is treated by society underscores the violence 

of neglect and rejection. 

The use of sensory language allows readers to visualize the flower and feel its impact. 

For instance, the idea of the flower being “uprooted” highlights both physical and emotional 

pain, reinforcing the themes of violence in the rejection of beauty. 

Tone 

The tone of the poem shifts from one of sorrow and lamentation at the beginning to one 

of hope and recognition toward the end. This shift mirrors the journey of the flower from being 

scorned to being celebrated, reflecting the speaker’s growing understanding of the complexity of 

value and appreciation. 

In "The Flower," Tennyson intricately weaves together themes of societal values, the 

fickleness of public opinion, and the natural cycle of recognition. Through the metaphor of the 

flower, he highlights the importance of acknowledging beauty and worth in their various forms, 

urging readers to reflect on their own perceptions and the often delayed recognition of what is 

truly valuable. The poem serves as a poignant reminder of the need for deeper appreciation of 

the world around us. 

1.3.4- Glossary  

1. Haughtiness - Arrogance 

2. Welling - Rising 

3. Beset - Troubled 

4. Trod - Stepped on 

5. Bowed - Bent 
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1.3.5 - Self-Assessment Questions  

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWERS: 

1. “The Flower” is a poem written by the Victorian poet ______. 

a) Alfred Lord Tennyson b) Matthew Arnold  c) Browning  d) Morris  

2. Tennyson’s poetry is as _______ as extensive. 

a) Sincere  b) simple  c) versatile  d) honest 

3. The flower was published in ______. 

a) 1800  b) 1842  c) 1850   d) 1880 

4. Tennyson extends the flower ______ throughout the whole poem. 

a) Fine   b) cruel  c) stately  d) beautiful 

5. He compares the idea of growing a flower to a personal act of creation, ______ 

and writing. 

a) Imitation  b) discovery  c) relation  d) distance  

6. The Flower is a lyric poem narrated in the form of a little _______. 

a) Anecdote  b) tale  c) fable  d) parlance 

7. He compares a novel idea to a _______ cast to earth in a golden hour. 

a) Seed b) weed  c) mead  d) deed 

8. Crown is compared to light a conventional symbol of awareness and _____. 

a) Deed  b) action  c) knowledge  d) history  

9. The poet uses ______ for the sake of the metrical flow and rhyme scheme. 

a) Diversion  b) inversion  c) caesura  d) rhythm 

10. The poem throws light on people’s innate ______. 

a) Hypocrisies  b) shams  c) delight  d) extras 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is the central metaphor in "The Flower"? 

2. What is the theme of the poem "The Flower"? 

3. How do people initially react to the flower in the poem? 
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4. What causes people to change their opinion about the flower? 

5. What lesson does the speaker convey through the poem? 

6. How does the flower's growth symbolize persistence? 

7. What does the speaker mean by the line "But blossom again in its time"? 

8. How does Tennyson portray the public's changing attitude in the poem? 

9. What role does irony play in "The Flower"? 

10. How does the speaker feel about the public’s praise at the end of the poem? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Why did the people call the flower a mere "weed"? 

2. What is the central theme of "Still I Rise"? 

3. How does Maya Angelou use repetition in the poem, and what is its effect? 

4. How does the historical and social context influence the poem's themes? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. The poem ‘The Flower’ implies that we should be courageous in our views and act in 

accordance with our principles- Discuss. 

2. Critical Analysis of the poem “Still I Rise" by Maya Angelou. 

1.3.6 Check your progress 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWERS: 

1. a) Alfred Lord Tennyson  

2. c) versatile   

3. b) 1842   

4. d) beautiful  

5. b) discovery   

6. c) fable   

7. b) weed   

8. c) knowledge   

9. b) inversion   

10.  a) Hypocrisies 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. The central metaphor is the flower, which represents the speaker's ideas or 

creativity that is initially rejected but later appreciated. 

2. The theme revolves around public opinion, fickleness, and the shifting nature of 

praise and criticism over time. 

3. Initially, people react with contempt, pulling up the flower and scorning it. 

4. Over time, as the flower continues to grow and flourish, people change their 

opinion, praising and admiring it. 

5. The speaker conveys that public opinion is unreliable, and true value is often 

recognized only after initial rejection. 

6. Despite being rejected and uprooted, the flower continues to grow, symbolizing 

the persistence of ideas or creations that ultimately gain recognition. 

7. This line suggests that good ideas or creations will eventually flourish and be 

appreciated, even if they are initially rejected. 

8. Tennyson portrays the public as fickle and easily swayed, first dismissing the 

flower and later celebrating it when it becomes popular. 

9. The irony lies in the fact that what was once scorned is now praised by the same 

people, showing the capricious nature of public opinion. 

10. The speaker feels skeptical of the public’s praise, recognizing that it is as 

unreliable as their earlier rejection. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. The speaker in the poem says that once he planted a seed in the ground, 

which grew to be a flower. The poet says that it was a rare creation and it was 

a success to him. At first many did not trust him and continued to assume his 

new invention was useless and people called it a mere ‘weed’. People were 

enraged and dissatisfied with the fact that the poet had discovered something 

they were unaware of. They wandered around the garden, ultimately realizing 
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how wonderful it was for them and became resentful that he had discovered 

instead of them. They kept deliberately criticizing his beautiful creation every 

time they went around his garden. The fact that these people seem to hate the 

speaker's creation so much that they do not just ignore him but also overlook 

the value of his creation. 

2. The central theme of "Still I Rise" is resilience and empowerment in the face of 

oppression and adversity. Maya Angelou addresses the struggles faced by 

African Americans and women, emphasizing the strength and determination to 

rise above these challenges. The repeated refrain "I rise" underscores a 

triumphant spirit that cannot be subdued by external forces. The poem 

celebrates the ability to overcome hardships and emerge stronger, embodying 

a message of hope and defiance. 

3. Maya Angelou employs repetition throughout "Still I Rise" to reinforce the 

poem's message of resilience and determination. The most prominent example 

is the repeated phrase "I rise," which appears at the end of several stanzas 

and serves as a powerful declaration of strength and perseverance. This 

repetition creates a rhythmic and emphatic effect, driving home the idea that, 

despite any obstacles or attempts to oppress her, she will continue to rise. It 

also instills a sense of momentum and unyielding forward motion, emphasizing 

the speaker's unstoppable nature. 

4. "Still I Rise" is deeply rooted in the historical and social context of racial and 

gender oppression in the United States. Written during the Civil Rights 

Movement and the ongoing fight for women's rights, the poem addresses the 

systemic injustices faced by African Americans and women. Angelou’s 

personal experiences with racism, sexism, and poverty inform her writing, 

lending authenticity and urgency to her message. The themes of resilience and 

empowerment are a direct response to the social climate of the time, serving 
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as a rallying cry for marginalized communities to assert their dignity and 

strength in the face of persistent discrimination and inequality. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. About the poet: 

Alfred Lord Tennyson was a prominent Victorian poet known for his mastery of 

language and deep exploration of human emotions. He was the longest-serving Poet 

Laureate ever; he held the title from 1850-1892. Tennyson’s poetry is as versatile as 

extensive; he had an extremely fruitful and long literary career. His works show extreme 

depth and richness in style and themes. He is best known for his mastery over lyrical 

poetry of varying lengths and his ability to weave the form with others. 

About the poem: 

 “The Flower” was first published in 1842. The poem “The Flower” was initially 

called “My little Fable” as it is a universal apologue and Parable through which 

Tennyson tries to throw light on how humans in general react to unfamiliar things. It 

reflects Tennyson's fascination with nature and the human experience The poem tells 

the story of a seed cast to earth, growing into a magnificent flower, only to be stolen by 

thieves. Through the image of planting and tending to a flower, he says how people will 

scorn individuals who work hard to create art just because they don’t realize its true 

beauty. Tennyson uses this allegory to explore themes of beauty, envy, and the 

transient nature of success. The poem's narrative unfolds with simplicity, yet beneath 

the surface lies a profound commentary on human nature. 

Seed becomes a flower: 

The speaker in the poem says that once he planted a seed in the ground, which 

grew to be a flower. The poet says that it was a rare creation and it was a success to 

him. At first many did not trust him and continued to assume his new invention was 

useless and people called it a mere ‘weed’. People were enraged and dissatisfied with 

the fact that the poet had discovered something they were unaware of. They wandered 

around the garden, ultimately realizing how wonderful it was for them and became 
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resentful that he had discovered instead of them. They kept deliberately criticizing his 

beautiful creation every time they went around his garden. The fact that these people 

seem to hate the speaker's creation so much that they do not just ignore him but also 

overlook the value of his creation.  

Recreation of the flower: 

 The poet showed that the invention was so superior that even the tiniest doubt 

could not be cast on it. The flower grew taller and more beautiful as if it was wearing a 

“crown of light”. Some thieves stole the beautiful flower’s seed by night and planted it 

everywhere. This shows that the people have taken away the root, the genesis of the 

speaker's creation. The poet says that the people who stole his seed have deliberately 

started growing the same flower in their own gardens and all over town and tower. 

These stolen seeds, when they became flowers, were met with praise and renown by 

the same people who criticized the parent flower. 

The speaker says that everyone can recreate the beauty of the flower now because 

they possess the seed (idea) that was originally his. 

Flowers grown everywhere: 

He says that every single person who now has access to the flower's seed, it has 

become a common phenomenon. Since it has been stolen, can replicate and keep 

growing flowers that will be just as beautiful as the one the poet originally grew. 

Artists can never receive: 

The poet goes back to the idea introduced at the beginning. The poet’s original 

idea has been replicated and multiplied the number of times. All the results are not the 

same. Some are pretty enough. Some are poor indeed. The poet’s flower was the 

epitome of creativity because it was original, but also because he cared enough to put 

his heart and soul into nurturing it. The flower has lost its uniqueness, and therefore, the 

very people who marveled at it for a fleeting moment now go back to calling it a “weed.” 

At the core, however, the poet tries to throw light on a society that is never satisfied with 

individual effort Artists can never receive or expect complete praise for what they have 
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created. Their art is subject to the judgment and criticism of all the people who witness 

it. 

Conclusion: 

 “The Flower” may represent Industrial Revolution and its products or Christianity or his 

own poetry which was not accepted and welcomed by his contemporaries. The general 

human tendency is such that when they are unaware of the value of something new, 

they criticize and regard it as a weed but eventually people embrace it because ‘change 

is the way of the world’ and ‘old order shall give way to the new’. In the due course, 

when the new is adopted widely and when it becomes common place, people develop a 

kind of aversion and again call it but a weed or unwanted as ‘Familiarity Breeds 

Contempt’ 

2. Introduction 

Maya Angelou’s poem "Still I Rise" is a profound piece of literature that has 

captivated readers with its bold assertion of resilience and empowerment. Written 

during a period of significant social and political change, the poem addresses the 

struggles of African Americans and women, encapsulating a powerful message of 

defiance against oppression. This analysis will delve into the thematic depth, literary 

devices, historical context, and enduring impact of "Still I Rise," highlighting how 

Angelou’s work continues to resonate with contemporary audiences. 

Thematic Depth 

The central theme of "Still I Rise" is resilience in the face of adversity. Angelou’s 

repeated declaration "I rise" serves as an anthem of empowerment, asserting her 

unbreakable spirit against the forces of racial and gender oppression. The poem also 

explores themes of self-worth and dignity, with Angelou affirming her inherent value 

despite society’s attempts to undermine her. This is evident in lines like "Does my 

sassiness upset you?" and "Does my haughtiness offend you?" where she challenges 

societal norms that seek to suppress her confidence and individuality. 
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Literary Devices 

Angelou employs a variety of literary devices to enhance the impact of her 

message. The use of repetition is particularly significant, with the phrase "I rise" acting 

as a powerful refrain that reinforces the poem’s theme of resilience. This repetition 

creates a rhythmic cadence, driving home the speaker’s indomitable will. 

Metaphors and similes are also prevalent throughout the poem, enriching its 

imagery and emotional depth. For example, the metaphor "I'm a black ocean, leaping 

and wide" conveys a sense of vast, unstoppable force, symbolizing the speaker’s 

boundless strength and potential. Similes like "But still, like dust, I’ll rise" evoke the 

natural, inevitable rise of the speaker, akin to dust that cannot be permanently 

suppressed. 

The poem’s tone shifts from confrontational to triumphant, reflecting the journey 

from oppression to empowerment. This tonal shift is crucial in conveying the speaker’s 

transition from a state of being oppressed to one of defiant self-assertion. 

Historical and Social Context 

"Still I Rise" is deeply embedded in the historical and social context of its time. 

Written in the late 1970s, it echoes the sentiments of the Civil Rights Movement and the 

fight for women’s rights. The poem addresses the systemic injustices faced by African 

Americans and women, with Angelou’s personal experiences providing a poignant 

backdrop to her writing. The references to slavery and the resilience of the ancestors 

serve as a reminder of the historical struggles and the enduring strength of those who 

fought for freedom and equality. 

Enduring Impact 

The enduring impact of "Still I Rise" lies in its universal message of hope and 

empowerment. Angelou’s words transcend the specific context of racial and gender 

oppression, offering inspiration to anyone facing adversity. The poem’s celebration of 
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resilience and self-worth continues to resonate with contemporary audiences, making it 

a timeless piece of literature. 

Conclusion 

Maya Angelou’s "Still I Rise" is a masterful expression of resilience and 

empowerment. Through its thematic depth, rich use of literary devices, and profound 

connection to historical and social contexts, the poem offers a powerful message of 

defiance against oppression. Angelou’s ability to convey the strength and dignity of the 

human spirit ensures that "Still I Rise" remains an enduring source of inspiration. As a 

testament to the unyielding will to overcome adversity, Angelou’s poem continues to 

uplift and empower readers around the world, embodying the timeless spirit of 

resilience and hope. 

1.3.7 References 

1. The Flower - Alfred Lord Tennyson 

2. https://americanliterature.com/author/alfred-lord-tennyson/poem/the-flower 

3. https://poemotopia.com/alfred-lord-tennyson/the-flower/ 

4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tqVmPqJrHks 

SECTION 1.4:  On Killing a Tree - Gieve Patel 

 

It takes much time to kill a tree, 
 

Not a simple jab of the knife 
 

Will do it. It has grown 
Slowly consuming the earth, 

Rising out of it, feeding 
Upon its crust, absorbing 

Years of sunlight, air, water, 
And out of its leperous hide 

Sprouting leaves. 
 

So hack and chop 

https://americanliterature.com/author/alfred-lord-tennyson/poem/the-flower
https://poemotopia.com/alfred-lord-tennyson/the-flower/
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But this alone wont do it. 
Not so much pain will do it. 
The bleeding bark will heal 

And from close to the ground 
Will rise curled green twigs, 

Miniature boughs 
Which if unchecked will expand again 

To former size. 
 

No, 
The root is to be pulled out - 
Out of the anchoring earth; 

It is to be roped, tied, 
And pulled out - snapped out 

Or pulled out entirely, 
Out from the earth-cave, 

And the strength of the tree exposed, 
The source, white and wet, 
The most sensitive, hidden 
For years inside the earth. 

 
Then the matter 

Of scorching and choking 
In sun and air, 

Browning, hardening, 
Twisting, withering, 
And then it is done. 

- Gieve Patel 
 

1.4.1 Introduction to the poet: 

Gieve Patel was born in 1940 in (then) Bombay, India, did his 

schooling at St. Xavier’s High School and graduated from Grant 

Medical College as a doctor. He practices as a General Practitioner 

in his home city, as well as in rural India. In addition to being a 

doctor, he is a well-known poet, play-wright and an acknowledged 

painter. He has published a few anthologies of his works, among 

them ‘Poems’, ‘How Do You Withstand’, ‘Mirrored Mirroring’ and three plays. A 
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complied version of some of his poems and plays was published in 2007, called ‘Mr. 

Behram and Other Plays.’ An interesting fact about Gieve Patel is that he has been 

conducting poetry workshops for school children at Rishi Valley School in Andhra 

Pradesh, and has published the work of young poets from these workshops as an 

anthology called “Poetry with Young People.” This is a considerable achievement in 

view of the fact that he has had no formal training in Art or Literature.  

Patel’s poetry deals primarily with the gross inequalities of the social structures in 

India, the violence and pain that continue to be a part of human existence, and in this 

particular poem, Man’s misconceptions with regard to Nature. Much of the imagery is 

borrowed from the human body, and skin, leprosy, veins, roots, all evoke striking 

pictures in the mind of the reader, as the physical body is something that everyone is 

acutely aware of. The tone that Patel uses is cold, objective and apparently devoid of 

emotion and sentimentality. It is obvious that this is done on purpose to shock the 

reader into a different perspective. Patel is almost clinical in his description, using the 

precision of a surgeon to describe the act of killing a tree. 

 
1.4.2 Summary of the Poem 

In the poem, “On killing a Tree”, Patel describes how difficult it is to destroy a 

tree. He discusses the growth of a tree in terms of all the sunlight, air and water that it 

has absorbed in order to achieve its present size and strength. He also talks about the 

nature of trees- they tend to heal quickly and repair the damage sustained through the 

actions of Man or from any other source. However, Man does not give up so easily 

either. He keeps at it, finding new ways to attack the tree. Finally, on finding out that the 

tree’s life is hid in the root, he attacks the root. He does all that is in his power to 

squeeze the life out of the root. Once, his purpose of completely destroying the tree is 

accomplished, he rests, feeling secure that he has succeeded in over-powering Nature.  
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1.4.3 Analysis of the Poem 

Gieve Patel's poem "On Killing a Tree" offers a profound commentary on the 

act of violence against nature, exploring themes of destruction, resilience, and the 

consequences of human actions. The poem serves as both an ecological reflection and 

a critique of the indifference toward the natural world. 

Structure and Form 

The poem is composed of free verse, which allows for a natural flow of ideas 

and emotions. This choice of form mirrors the organic subject matter, emphasizing the 

fluidity and complexity of the relationship between humans and nature. The lack of a 

rigid structure also reflects the chaotic and often destructive nature of human actions 

against the environment. 

Themes 

1. Violence Against Nature: The poem opens with a stark depiction of the brutality 

involved in killing a tree. Patel describes the act as a process that requires effort 

and commitment, illustrating that it is not a simple act but rather one that involves 

sustained violence and destruction. 

2. Resilience of Nature: Patel highlights the resilience of the tree, emphasizing 

that despite attempts to kill it, nature has an inherent strength. The description of 

how a tree can survive initial attacks suggests that natural life is robust and 

capable of enduring hardship. 

3. Human Responsibility: The poem critiques humanity's lack of respect for 

nature. It urges readers to acknowledge their role in environmental degradation 

and to recognize the consequences of their actions. The speaker's detailed 

account of the killing process forces readers to confront the violence often 

overlooked in everyday life. 
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Imagery and Language 

Patel employs vivid and powerful imagery throughout the poem. Phrases like 

“girdled”, “bleeding bark”, and “the root is to be cut” create a visceral sense of the 

violence inflicted upon the tree. The imagery evokes a sense of sympathy for the tree, 

personifying it as a victim of human brutality. 

The use of metaphors enhances the poem’s emotional impact. The tree 

symbolizes not only nature but also the interconnectedness of life and the importance 

of respecting the environment. The detailed descriptions of the process of killing a tree 

serve to illustrate the moral implications of such actions. 

Tone 

The tone of the poem is both reflective and critical. Patel’s language conveys a 

sense of urgency, calling attention to the consequences of human actions on the 

environment. There is an underlying sense of lament for the destruction of nature, 

coupled with a recognition of its resilience. 

In "On Killing a Tree," Gieve Patel crafts a poignant reflection on the violence 

humans inflict upon nature and the need for greater awareness and responsibility. The 

poem challenges readers to confront their relationship with the environment, 

emphasizing the resilience of natural life while critiquing the indifference often shown 

toward it. Through powerful imagery and a compelling narrative, Patel encourages a 

deeper appreciation for the world around us, urging a shift toward respect and 

sustainability. 

1.4.4- Glossary  

1. Leprous - Diseased or decaying, resembling leprosy. 

2. Anchoring - Fixing firmly, as if with an anchor. 

3. Curled - Bent into a curve or spiral shape. 

4. Bleeding - Oozing or flowing out, typically of liquid. 

5. Hacking - Cutting or chopping with heavy blows. 
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1.4.5 - Self-Assessment Questions  

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWERS: 

1. The poem “On Killing A Tree” tells us that unless we start taking some serious steps 

towards preserving the environment: 

a) Trees will be wiped out from the earth. 

b) The earth will become hotter. 

c) Mankind will be close to destruction. 

d) The spot-light is on the plant kingdom. 

2. Much of the imagery Patel uses is borrowed from: 

a) The human body. 

b) The inequalities of India’s social structures. 

c) The pain of human life. 

d) The medical profession. 

3. Patel makes use of a cold and objective tone because: 

a) He is a doctor. 

b) He has no feelings. 

c) He is not emotional when writing poetry. 

d) He wants to shock the reader into a new perspective. 

4. Patel wants people to understand that: 

a) Trees are not a lower form of life than animals. 

b) Trees are a lower form of life than animals. 

c) Trees are the highest form of life. 

d) Animals are the highest form of life. 

5. In order to show that killing a tree requires the same violence as killing an animal, the 

poet: 

a) Describes killing an animal. 

b) Uses terms of violence to describe killing a tree. 
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c) Says that there is a resemblance between both acts. 

d) Feels that both are not really required. 

6. The physicist, Bose conducted experiments to prove that: 

a) Plants are very sensitive. 

b) Plants respond to anger and affection. 

c) Plants can be poisonous. 

d) Plants pretend to be dead sometimes. 

7. “On Killing A Tree”, dramatizes the need to: 

a) Stop de-forestation. 

b) Stop Conservation. 

c) Stop climactic changes. 

d) Stop the ‘Green-House Effect’. 

8. The poet says that it’s not easy to kill a tree because: 

a) It can be done with a strong jab. 

b) It has grown strong from the earth, sun and air. 

c) It is stronger than the one who wants to kill it. 

d) It is much taller than a man. 

9. Plants breathe in carbon-dioxide by day and breathe out oxygen. This suggests that: 

a) Plants need a lot of carbon-dioxide. 

b) Plants need carbon-dioxide for photosynthesis. 

c) Plants share a give and take relationship with Nature. 

d) Plants give us a lot of oxygen. 

10. Stanzas 2 and 3 use the violent words hack, chop, snap, choke to make the reader 

realize that: 

a) Men can be very violent. 

b) It takes so much violence to kill a tree. 

c) The poet approves of violence. 

d) Plants also ‘bleed’ like animals. 
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11. According to the poet, the root is the part of the tree that: 

a. Holds its secret strength or life. 

b. Man wants to attack completely. 

c. Helps the tree stay wet and white. 

d. Is the most valuable part of the tree. 

12. The phrase, “It is done” at the end of the poem suggests: 

a. The sense of man having done something great. 

b. The tree-killers feel a sense of accomplishment. 

c. The men feel they have finished their work. 

d. They would like to blame someone else. 

13. Essentially, through this poem, Gieve Patel would like to: 

a) Help plant more trees. 

b) Stop global warming. 

c) Change Man’s attitude towards Nature. 

d) Increase conservation of Nature 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is the central theme of "On Killing a Tree"? 

2. How does Patel describe the act of killing a tree in the poem? 

3. What does the phrase "the bleeding bark" signify in the poem? 

4. What methods are mentioned for killing a tree? 

5. What does the speaker mean by saying the tree "takes years to grow"? 

6. How does the poem illustrate the relationship between humans and nature? 

7. What imagery does Patel use to depict the tree? 

8. How does the poem challenge the reader's perception of nature? 

9. What is the significance of the title "On Killing a Tree"? 

10. What message does Patel convey about environmental awareness through the 

poem? 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Why is killing a tree is not easy? 

2. What is the central theme of Gieve Patel's poem "On Killing A Tree"? 

3. How does Patel use imagery to convey the difficulty of killing a tree? 

 4. Analyze the use of personification in the poem and its effect.  

5. What is the significance of the poem’s structure and form? 

6. How does the poem reflect on human actions towards nature? 

7. Discuss the symbolism of the tree in the poem.. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. How are trees likened to human beings in the poem ‘On Killing a Tree’? 

2. Critical Analysis of the poem “On Killing A Tree” by Gieve Patel. 

1.4.6 Check your progress 

CHOOSE THE BEST ANSWERS: 

1. c)  Mankind will be close to destruction. 

2. a)  The human body. 

3. d)  He wants to shock the reader into a new perspective. 

4. a)  Trees are not a lower form of life than animals. 

5. b)  Uses terms of violence to describe killing a tree. 

6. b)  Plants respond to anger and affection. 

7. a)  Stop de-forestation. 

8. b)    It has grown strong from the earth, sun and air. 

9. c)  Plants share a give and take relationship with Nature. 

10. b)  It takes so much violence to kill a tree. 

11. a)  Holds its secret strength or life. 

12. b)  The tree-killers feel a sense of accomplishment. 

13. c)  Change Man’s attitude towards Nature. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. The central theme is the violence and destruction associated with killing a tree, 

highlighting the impact of human actions on nature. 

2. Patel describes it as a gradual process, emphasizing that it requires significant effort 

and brutality, rather than a quick act. 

3. "The bleeding bark" signifies the pain and suffering inflicted upon the tree, suggesting 

that it is not just a plant but a living entity that experiences harm. 

4. The poem mentions methods like girdling the trunk, exposing the inner bark, and 

applying heat, illustrating the cruelty involved in the process. 

5. This emphasizes the time and effort required for a tree to thrive, contrasting with the 

quickness of its destruction, underscoring the irreplaceability of nature. 

6. The poem illustrates a conflicted relationship, where human actions can lead to 

destruction, highlighting themes of exploitation and disconnection from the natural 

world. 

7. Patel uses vivid imagery, describing the tree's strength, resilience, and vitality, making 

the act of killing it seem even more tragic. 

8. The poem challenges the reader to see trees as living beings with a right to exist, 

encouraging a deeper appreciation for nature's intricacies and vulnerabilities. 

9. The title signifies a focus not just on the act itself but also on the consequences and 

reflections surrounding the act of killing, inviting a deeper contemplation of its 

implications. 

10. Patel conveys a message about the need for environmental awareness and 

responsibility, urging readers to recognize the harm caused by their actions against 

nature. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. According to the poet, it takes a long time to destroy a tree. It can’t be done with a 

simple knife cut. The tree has grown slowly, and its roots have penetrated the 

earth deeply. The tree drew its nutrition from the ground and grew upwards by 

soaking up years of sunlight, air, and water. The tree’s leaves and branches 

emerged like a leprous disease. Cutting and chopping a tree with an axe, is not 
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enough to kill the tree. This will cause the tree pain, but it will not be enough to kill 

it. When a tree is cut or chopped, the sap is released. It’s comparable to how 

humans bleed when they’re hurt. With time, the bark will mend itself. New 

branches will grow and develop to their original size. Nature is capable of self-

recovery. The poet provides a method for killing a tree. The roots of the tree are 

firmly attached to the earth. To kill a tree, you must uproot it from the ground. A 

rope must be connected to the tree, and it must be pulled entirely out of the earth 

cave. The tree’s power is in its roots, which are the most essential tree 

component. The tree will die if its life source, namely its roots, is exposed 

2. The central theme of "On Killing A Tree" by Gieve Patel is the resilience of nature 

and the brutal process of destroying it. The poem emphasizes how deeply rooted 

and strong trees are, highlighting their ability to endure superficial damage. Patel 

illustrates that killing a tree requires a deliberate and violent effort, symbolizing the 

persistent and destructive nature of human interference with the environment. 

Through vivid imagery and a step-by-step description, the poem underscores the 

persistence of life and the harshness involved in severing it from the earth. 

3.  Patel uses vivid and graphic imagery to convey the difficulty of killing a tree. 

Phrases like "It takes much time to kill a tree," and "Not a simple jab of the knife / 

Will do it" paint a picture of the tree's resilience. The imagery of "The bleeding bark 

will heal" suggests that the tree can recover from initial injuries. However, the 

detailed description of uprooting the tree – "The root is to be pulled out... / And 

then it is done" – portrays the violent and exhaustive effort required to destroy it 

completely. This imagery serves to highlight the tree's strength and the unnatural 

effort needed to overcome it. 

4. The poem personifies the tree to emphasize its vitality and resilience. By 

describing the tree in human terms, Patel evokes empathy and a deeper 

emotional response from the reader. Phrases like "The bleeding bark" and "The 

strength of the tree exposed" attribute human-like qualities to the tree, making its 
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destruction seem more brutal and unjust. This personification helps readers 

connect with the tree on a personal level, enhancing the impact of the poem's 

environmental message. It effectively portrays the tree not just as a plant, but as a 

living entity with the will to survive. 

5.  The poem's free verse structure and lack of a strict rhyme scheme reflect the 

natural and unrestrained growth of a tree. The irregular line lengths and 

enjambments mimic the erratic yet robust nature of a tree's growth, suggesting a 

sense of organic development. The structure also mirrors the prolonged and 

laborious process of killing a tree, emphasizing that it is not a quick or simple act. 

This form allows Patel to focus more on the vivid descriptions and emotional 

impact rather than being constrained by a rigid poetic form. 

6.  "On Killing A Tree" reflects critically on human actions towards nature by depicting 

the act of killing a tree as a violent and deliberate process. The detailed 

description of uprooting the tree highlights the extensive damage humans are 

willing to inflict on the environment. Patel's choice of words like "hack," "chop," and 

"pull out" suggest brutality and a lack of reverence for nature. This reflects a 

broader commentary on human disregard for the natural world and the persistent 

efforts to dominate and exploit it, often without considering the long-term 

consequences 

7.  In the poem, the tree symbolizes the strength, resilience, and continuity of nature. 

Its deep roots and ability to heal from wounds represent the enduring power of the 

natural world. The process of killing the tree – requiring to uproot it completely – 

symbolizes the extreme measures humans take to assert control over nature. The 

tree's struggle and eventual death reflect the broader theme of environmental 

degradation and the often violent relationship humans have with the natural world. 

This symbolism serves as a powerful reminder of the consequences of our actions 

and the resilience of the life we so often take for granted. 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. About the Poet: 

Give Patel is not only a poet but also a painter and an environmentalist. He was 

born in a well-educated family. His father is a dentist and he is a general practitioner 

having completed his medical degree from Grant Medical College, Mumbai. He 

published essays on Indian art, plays and political works in English. His first collection 

of poetry was entitled poems and was published by Nisim Ezekiel in 1966. He has 

various poetical works and has conducted poetic workshops in the different educational 

institution. He also edited a collection of poetry which was published in 2006. 

 

About the poem: 

The poem consists of four stanzas and in the first two stanzas; the poet asserts 

that a tree cannot be destroyed easily. But in the last two stanzas, the poet narrates 

how a tree can be destroyed. In this poem, the poet symbolizes a deep-rooted evil. He 

says that a tree can‘t be killed out just by hacking and chopping it. To put it to a 

permanent end, it should be uprooted entirely and left out to wither in the sun. In the 

same way, the social evil can‘t be put out just by criticizing them. The society should 

root them up to die forever. 

Theme 

The poem ‘On Killing a Tree’ is like an instruction manual for killing a tree. It tells 

the reader that trees are living beings. They are not cut but killed properly by uprooting 

the roots that are inserted deeply in the soil. Through the poem, the poet teaches us 

many lessons. Firstly, the poem illustrates the courage and strength of trees, through 

which it teaches us to be strong and determined. Then, it points out that evils are just 

like roots. They are deeply rooted within us and even if we feel we have vanquished 

them, it suddenly appears. Therefore, to kill an evil we must put in our best efforts and 
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uproot it. Thirdly, it teaches us that we must bring all our work to a proper end. Lastly, it 

requests us not to cut trees that sustain our lives. 

Killing a tree is not easy: 

The poem ‘On Killing a Tree’ reads like an instruction manual for killing a tree. 

According to the poet, it takes a long time to destroy a tree. It can’t be done with a 

simple knife cut. The tree has grown slowly, and its roots have penetrated the earth 

deeply. The tree drew its nutrition from the ground and grew upwards by soaking up 

years of sunlight, air, and water. The tree’s leaves and branches emerged like a leprous 

disease. 

Nature is capable of self-recovery: 

Cutting and chopping a tree with an axe, is not enough to kill the tree. This will 

cause the tree pain, but it will not be enough to kill it. When a tree is cut or chopped, the 

sap is released. It’s comparable to how humans bleed when they’re hurt. With time, the 

bark will mend itself. New branches will grow and develop to their original size. Nature 

is capable of self-recovery. 

Method of killing a tree: 

The poet provides a method for killing a tree. The roots of the tree are firmly 

attached to the earth. To kill a tree, you must uproot it from the ground. A rope must be 

connected to the tree, and it must be pulled entirely out of the earth cave. The tree’s 

power is in its roots, which are the most essential tree component. The tree will die if its 

life source, namely its roots, is exposed. As white liquid oozes out of the tree as the 

roots are pulled out, the poet describes the roots as white and wet. These roots are the 

most sensitive and hidden part of the tree, having spent many years underground. 

Plant more trees: 

As a result, more should be planted instead of cutting down trees. Aside from 

that, the poet teaches the reader a few things. The author describes the strength and 

resilience of trees in the poem, stating that they can with stand all types of adversity but 

refuse to die. Similarly, to face any challenges in life, we must be strong and 
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determined. Finally, the poem emphasizes the need to do our work efficiently and 

effectively. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, it can be said that the urbanization of modern society, is leading to 

the cutting of trees or removal of forests on a larger scale. Here the poet is sarcastically 

asking people to kill a tree by uprooting it from its roots rather than merely cutting it with 

an axe for temporary resources, which will not end the life of a tree rather it will re-grow 

in the same place. 

2. Introduction 

 "On Killing A Tree" by Gieve Patel is a poignant and vivid poem that explores 

the complex relationship between humans and nature. Patel, a contemporary Indian 

poet, uses the act of killing a tree as a metaphor to comment on the resilience of nature 

and the brutality of human intervention. 

Theme 

 The primary theme of the poem is the resilience and tenacity of nature, 

represented by the tree, against human efforts to destroy it. The poem underscores the 

strength of the natural world and the often violent and invasive actions humans take to 

subdue it. Patel emphasizes that killing a tree is not a simple task but a prolonged and 

deliberate act, highlighting the deep roots and the life force of the tree. 

Imagery and Symbolism 

 Patel employs rich and vivid imagery to convey the arduous process of killing a 

tree. The description of the tree’s resistance – “It takes much time to kill a tree,” and 

“Not a simple jab of the knife / Will do it” – illustrates the tree’s resilience. The "bleeding 

bark" symbolizes the tree's ability to heal and survive superficial wounds, while the act 

of uprooting the tree exposes the brutality required to overcome its life force. The 

imagery of "scorching" and "choking" further emphasizes the relentless efforts needed 

to kill the tree completely. 
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The tree itself is a powerful symbol of nature's strength, endurance, and 

continuity. Its deep roots signify the profound connection to the earth, and the detailed 

process of its destruction symbolizes the extreme measures humans take to dominate 

and control the natural world. 

Structure and Form 

 The poem's structure, written in free verse, mirrors the natural growth and 

unrestrained existence of the tree. The lack of a fixed rhyme scheme and the use of 

enjambment reflect the organic and irregular patterns found in nature. This form allows 

Patel to focus on the descriptive and emotive aspects of the poem, enhancing its 

impact. 

Tone and Mood 

 The tone of the poem is both clinical and critical. Patel’s precise and almost 

instructional language – describing each step required to kill the tree – contrasts with 

the underlying emotional plea for the reader to recognize the violence in these actions. 

The mood is somber and reflective, encouraging the reader to contemplate the 

consequences of human actions on the natural world. 

Personification 

 Patel personifies the tree, attributing it with human-like qualities to evoke 

empathy and a deeper emotional connection. Terms like "bleeding bark" and "strength 

of the tree exposed" make the tree seem more alive and vulnerable, emphasizing the 

brutality of its destruction. This personification reinforces the idea that nature, like 

humans, has a will to live and deserves respect and protection. 

Environmental Message 

 The poem carries a strong environmental message, critiquing the destructive 

tendencies of human beings. By detailing the extensive process required to kill a tree, 

Patel highlights the persistent and often thoughtless exploitation of nature. The poem 

serves as a call to awareness and a plea for more harmonious and respectful 

interaction with the natural world. 
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Conclusion 

 "On Killing A Tree" is a powerful and evocative poem that uses the metaphor of 

killing a tree to comment on the broader human relationship with nature. Through vivid 

imagery, symbolism, and personification, Patel emphasizes the resilience of the natural 

world and critiques the violent lengths to which humans go to dominate it. The poem's 

structure and tone further enhance its impact, making it a poignant reminder of the need 

for environmental awareness and respect for the life force inherent in nature. 

1.3.7 References 

1. On Killing a Tree - Gieve Patel  

2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oey_OXV0uQw 

3. https://ddugu.ac.in/ePathshala_Attachments/E_PS146688@6c298b50i.pdf 

4. https://www.aees.gov.in/htmldocs/downloads/IX_Class_Content/20201216/Class

%20IX%20English%20%20On%20Killing%20a%20Tree%20Handout%201_1.pd

f 

5. https://www.brainkart.com/article/On-Killing-a-Tree_42148/ 
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UNIT-II 

                                   Prose 

SECTION2.1 If You Are Wrong Admit it- Dale Carnegie 

 

2.1.1 About the Writer 

Dale Carnegie, born in 1888 in Missouri, was a prominent American writer, 

lecturer, and the pioneer of self-improvement and interpersonal skills training. He is 

best known for his influential works on personal development and communication, 

including the timeless classic "How to Win 

Friends and Influence People." Carnegie's 

teachings have left a lasting impact on 

millions of individuals and businesses 

worldwide, providing practical advice on how 

to improve personal and professional 

relationships. 

 In his works, including "How to Win Friends and Influence People," Carnegie 

emphasizes the importance of admitting when one is wrong. He argues that 

acknowledging mistakes openly and honestly is crucial for maintaining trust and respect 

in relationships. This principle encourages humility and transparency, fostering an 

environment where individuals feel valued and respected. 

 Dale Carnegie's contributions to the field of self-improvement and interpersonal 

skills have left an indelible mark on society. His emphasis on the importance of 

empathy, effective communication, and personal accountability continues to resonate 

with individuals seeking to improve their relationships and personal growth. "If You Are 

Wrong, Admit It" is just one of the many principles Carnegie championed, reflecting his 
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enduring belief in the power of humility and integrity in building meaningful and 

successful connections. 

2.1.2SUMMARY 

"If You Are Wrong, Admit It" is one of the key principles emphasized by Dale 

Carnegie in his seminal work, "How to Win Friends and Influence People." Carnegie 

argues that admitting mistakes openly and honestly is crucial for maintaining trust and 

respect in relationships. This principle encourages humility and transparency, fostering 

an environment where individuals feel valued and respected. 

Carnegie's approach highlights the importance of taking responsibility for one's 

actions and being willing to acknowledge errors. By doing so, individuals can defuse 

potential conflicts, build stronger relationships, and create a more positive and 

cooperative atmosphere. Admitting when you are wrong not only shows integrity but 

also opens the door to constructive dialogue and mutual understanding. 

This principle is part of Carnegie's broader philosophy on effective 

communication and interpersonal skills, which has had a profound impact on personal 

and professional development. His teachings continue to be relevant, offering timeless 

advice on building meaningful and successful connections through empathy, honesty, 

and respect. 

2.1.3 Analysis  

Dale Carnegie's "If You Are Wrong, Admit It" is not a conventional poem but a 

key principle from his influential self-help book, How to Win Friends and Influence 

People (1936). The passage emphasizes the importance of taking responsibility for 

one's mistakes in interpersonal relationships. Though not structured as a traditional 

poem, it can be analyzed through its key messages, tone, and practical wisdom. 

Themes 

1. Honesty and Integrity: Carnegie underscores the value of acknowledging 

mistakes openly and honestly. Admitting when one is wrong demonstrates 
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integrity and humility, and it strengthens personal and professional relationships. 

The message is that honesty disarms potential conflict and builds trust, creating 

a foundation for healthier interactions. 

2. Conflict Resolution: The advice is grounded in the understanding that 

defensiveness and denial escalate conflicts, while admitting fault defuses 

tension. Carnegie suggests that when people own their mistakes, it reduces the 

emotional charge in difficult situations and makes it easier for others to forgive 

and move on. 

3. Psychological Insight: Carnegie taps into human psychology by explaining that 

people are more willing to forgive those who take responsibility for their actions. 

This advice is not only about honesty but about effective communication—

understanding that admitting wrong can transform potentially negative situations 

into opportunities for growth and understanding. 

4. Humility: The principle reflects the importance of humility. Rather than trying to 

save face by denying fault, Carnegie encourages people to confront their errors. 

Admitting mistakes requires a level of vulnerability but also demonstrates 

maturity and self-awareness. 

Language and Style 

Carnegie’s language is direct and practical, typical of his self-help approach. 

He avoids poetic devices like metaphor or simile, instead offering clear and actionable 

advice. The simplicity and straightforwardness of his writing reinforce the ease and 

effectiveness of the principle. His tone is encouraging and empowering, as he seeks 

to convince readers that admitting their faults is not a sign of weakness but of strength. 

Tone 

The tone of the passage is pragmatic and optimistic. Carnegie believes that 

anyone can adopt this approach and improve their relationships. By maintaining a tone 

of positivity, he reassures the reader that admitting fault will lead to better outcomes, 

whether in personal or professional spheres. 
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Relevance and Impact 

Though written decades ago, Carnegie’s advice remains highly relevant in 

today’s world, where conflicts both minor and major arise in various contexts. The 

principle of admitting one’s mistakes is widely applicable, from resolving workplace 

disputes to maintaining harmonious personal relationships. 

Conclusion 

"If You Are Wrong, Admit It" is a timeless piece of advice emphasizing the power 

of honesty, humility, and self-awareness in building and maintaining relationships. 

Carnegie's message encourages individuals to embrace their mistakes as part of their 

human experience and offers a simple yet profound way to improve communication and 

foster trust. His principle remains a cornerstone of effective interpersonal interactions, 

demonstrating that owning one's faults can lead to stronger, more genuine connections. 

2.1.4.Glossary 

1. Humility -The quality of having a modest view of one's importance; being humble. 

2. Transparency - The quality of being open and honest; not hiding anything. 

3. Integrity -The quality of being honest and having strong moral principles. 

4. Accountability - The fact or condition of being accountable; responsibility. 

5. Conflict - A serious disagreement or argument, typically a protracted one. 

6. Respect - A feeling of deep admiration for someone or something elicited by their 

abilities, qualities, or achievements. 

7. Empathy - The ability to understand and share the feelings of another. 

8. Constructive Dialogue: Positive and productive conversation aimed at resolving 

issues or generating ideas. 

9. Mutual Understanding - Shared knowledge and comprehension between people. 

10. Interpersonal Skills - Skills used by a person to interact with others properly. 
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2.1.5- Self-Assessment Questions  

Choose the correct answer. 

1. He tells the rule ‘ If you are wrong admit it quickly and _____________’ 

          a.legibly b. clearly c.emphatically d. wisely 

2. If we want to change others’ behavior we should do it by a simple behavioral change 

in _________ 

          a.Citizens b.fellow people  c. fellow people d. ourselves 

3. He and his bull dog_________ went running. 

                  a.Tiger   b.Rex c. Jimmy   d. Lissy 

4. He left his dog without a _________ in the park. 

               a. handle  b. twain c. muzzle d. ribbon 

5. Ferdinand warren is a _________ artist. 

             a.Polar  b. Commercial c. busy d. punctual 

6. The art director called him to show the mistake in his __________ 

             a.conduct     b.game c.drawing  d. equipment 

7. Ferdinand decided to apply the technique of _________ 

             a. denial    b.approval    c.agreement      d. self- criticism 

8. Hubbard was an author who stirred up a nation with his skill on _________ people. 

             a. deciding b.handling  c.reporting  d. driving 

9. When we are wrong we must admit our mistakes _________ with enthusiasm. 

              a. merely b. slowly  c.quickly  d. evenly 

10. The writer ended the conflict by taking _________ to lunch. 

              a. Naren b.Hill  c. Antony  d. Warren 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is the main principle Dale Carnegie discusses in "If You Are Wrong, Admit 

It"? 

2. Why does Carnegie emphasize admitting mistakes in relationships? 
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3. What is the psychological benefit of admitting you are wrong, according to 

Carnegie? 

4. How does admitting mistakes influence trust in a relationship? 

5. What effect does being defensive have on resolving a conflict, according to 

Carnegie? 

6. What type of communication does Carnegie suggest is effective when admitting 

you are wrong? 

7. How does Carnegie's principle of admitting mistakes demonstrate maturity? 

8. Why is it important to admit mistakes in a professional setting, as per Carnegie's 

advice? 

9. What does Carnegie suggest is the outcome when one admits their mistakes 

quickly? 

10. How does Carnegie's advice about admitting mistakes promote personal growth? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Describe the experience of the writer Elbert Hubbard 

2. What is the main principle of Dale Carnegie's advice in "If You Are Wrong, Admit It"? 

3. Why does Carnegie believe admitting mistakes is important? 

4. How does admitting mistakes foster mutual respect and trust? 

5. Can you provide an example of how admitting a mistake can defuse a conflict? 

6. How does Carnegie's principle of admitting mistakes relate to effective 

communication? 

7. What role does humility play in admitting mistakes according to Carnegie? 

8. How can admitting mistakes lead to personal and professional growth? 

9. What impact does admitting mistakes have on teamwork and collaboration? 

10. How does Carnegie's principle of admitting mistakes challenge conventional 

attitudes towards error and failure? 

11. Why is transparency important in maintaining healthy relationships, according to 

Carnegie? 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Write an essay on ‘If you are wrong admit it’ by Dale Carnegie. 

2. Critically analyze ‘If you are wrong admit it’ by Dale Carnegie. 

2.1.6 Check your progress 

Choose the correct answer. 

1. c) Emphatically 

2.  d. ourselves 

3. b.Rex 

4. c. muzzle 

5. b. Commercial 

6. c.drawing  

7. d. self- criticism 

8. b.handling 

9. c.quickly  

10. d. Warren 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. The main principle is that admitting one's mistakes or faults openly helps to 

de-escalate conflict and build trust in relationships. 

2. Carnegie emphasizes it because admitting mistakes demonstrates honesty, 

humility, and can diffuse potential conflicts more effectively than denial or 

defensiveness. 

3. Admitting you are wrong disarms the other person and makes them more 

likely to forgive or be less defensive. 

4. Admitting mistakes builds trust as it shows integrity and a willingness to be 

honest and accountable. 

5. Being defensive escalates the conflict, making it harder to resolve and 

causing tension between parties. 
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6. Carnegie suggests that being humble, direct, and transparent when admitting 

your mistakes leads to more effective communication 

7. It shows maturity because it requires self-awareness and emotional 

intelligence to take responsibility for one's actions. 

8. In a professional setting, admitting mistakes fosters respect, collaboration, 

and can prevent larger conflicts or misunderstandings. 

9. Carnegie suggests that admitting mistakes quickly can lead to resolution of 

problems and prevents issues from escalating further. 

10. Admitting mistakes encourages self-reflection and allows individuals to learn 

from their errors, leading to personal and interpersonal growth. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Elbert Hubbard was one of the most original authors. His articles stirred the 

entire nation. But his stinging sentences often arouse the anger of the 

readers. He knew the technique of turning his enemies into friends. For 

example, when an angry reader wrote to him saying that he did not agree 

with some points in his article and criticized Hubbard. He answered to the 

letter by saying that he himself was not appealed to the points. He welcomed 

the points of the reader. He said that he would be happy to have a discussion 

with him about the topic. He requested the reader to visit him when he would 

come to the neighborhood next time. Thus the wrier was able to calm down 

the angry reader.  

2. The main principle of Dale Carnegie's advice in "If You Are Wrong, Admit It" 

is to encourage individuals to openly and honestly acknowledge their 

mistakes. By admitting errors, one can build trust and respect, defuse 

potential conflicts, and foster a positive and cooperative environment. This 

principle emphasizes humility, transparency, and accountability in personal 

and professional relationships. 
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3. Carnegie believes that admitting mistakes is important because it 

demonstrates integrity and honesty, which are foundational for trust and 

respect in any relationship. When individuals acknowledge their errors, they 

show that they are responsible and willing to take accountability for their 

actions. This openness can prevent misunderstandings, reduce tensions, and 

promote constructive dialogue, ultimately leading to stronger and more 

positive relationships. 

4. Admitting mistakes fosters mutual respect and trust by showing that one 

values honesty and integrity. When a person acknowledges their errors, they 

convey humility and a willingness to learn and improve. This behavior can 

make others feel more respected and valued, as it creates an environment of 

openness and authenticity. As a result, trust is strengthened because people 

are more likely to believe in the person's sincerity and reliability 

5. Imagine a workplace scenario where a manager makes a scheduling error 

that disrupts the team's workflow. Instead of denying the mistake or blaming 

others, the manager admits the error and apologizes to the team. By taking 

responsibility, the manager shows respect for the team's time and efforts. 

This admission can prevent resentment and frustration from escalating, 

allowing the team to focus on finding a solution together. The manager's 

honesty can lead to a more collaborative and supportive atmosphere, 

effectively defusing the conflict. 

6. Carnegie's principle of admitting mistakes is closely related to effective 

communication because it involves clear, honest, and direct interactions. 

Effective communication requires openness and the ability to convey 

messages without ambiguity or deceit. By admitting mistakes, individuals 

practice transparency, which is a key component of effective communication. 

This honesty helps to clarify misunderstandings, build rapport, and establish 
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a foundation of trust, all of which are essential for meaningful and productive 

communication. 

7. Humility plays a crucial role in admitting mistakes according to Carnegie. 

Humility involves recognizing and accepting one's imperfections and 

limitations. When individuals are humble, they are more likely to acknowledge 

their errors without defensiveness or pride. This attitude makes it easier to 

admit mistakes, seek forgiveness, and learn from the experience. Carnegie 

views humility as essential for personal growth and for maintaining healthy, 

respectful relationships. 

8. Admitting mistakes can lead to personal and professional growth by 

encouraging a mindset of continuous improvement and learning. When 

individuals recognize their errors, they can analyze what went wrong and take 

steps to avoid similar mistakes in the future. This process of reflection and 

learning helps develop better judgment and decision-making skills. In a 

professional setting, admitting mistakes can enhance one's reputation for 

integrity and reliability, which can lead to greater opportunities and career 

advancement. 

9. Admitting mistakes has a positive impact on teamwork and collaboration by 

fostering an environment of trust, openness, and mutual support. When team 

members are willing to acknowledge their errors, it reduces blame and finger-

pointing, which can otherwise hinder teamwork. This transparency 

encourages a culture of collective problem-solving and accountability. It helps 

create a safe space where team members feel comfortable sharing ideas and 

feedback, leading to more effective and cohesive collaboration. 

10. Carnegie's principle of admitting mistakes challenges conventional attitudes 

towards error and failure by reframing them as opportunities for growth rather 

than sources of shame or weakness. Traditional views often regard mistakes 

as negative and something to be hidden or denied. In contrast, Carnegie 
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promotes the idea that acknowledging mistakes openly is a sign of strength 

and maturity. This perspective encourages individuals to embrace errors as 

valuable learning experiences that can lead to personal and professional 

development. 

11. Transparency is important in maintaining healthy relationships according to 

Carnegie because it builds a foundation of trust and honesty. When 

individuals are transparent about their actions and mistakes, it reduces 

misunderstandings and fosters a sense of security and reliability. 

Transparency ensures that all parties involved have a clear and accurate 

understanding of situations, which is essential for effective communication 

and collaboration. It helps to create an environment where individuals feel 

respected and valued, contributing to the overall health and longevity of the 

relationship. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Introduction: 

 Dale Breckenridge Carnegie (1888-1955), originally Carnagey, was an American 

writer, lecturer, and the developer of famous courses in self-improvement, 

salesmanship, corporate training, public speaking, and interpersonal skills. Born into 

poverty on a farm in Missouri, he as the author of How to Win Friends and Influence 

People (1936), a massive bestseller that remains popular today. One of the core ideas 

in his books is that it is possible to change other people’s behavior by changing one’s 

reaction to them.  

The mistake of the Author: 

 The author explains how once he committed a mistake, instead of arguing for his 

side to the policeman, he admitted his mistake openly and got over his problem 

cleverly. He also gives various examples to show how people solve their problems with 

a technique of admitting their mistakes.  
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 The author used to walk in the wood land was called Forest Park, which was 

near to his house. He frequently walked in the park with Rex, his little bulldog. He was 

friendly and harmless little creature. As no one visited the park the author used to take 

his dog without a leash or a muzzle.  

 One day a policeman met the author in the park and scolded him for letting the 

dog run free in the park without a leash and a muzzle. The policeman warned him that if 

he saw the dog again without a leash and a muzzle, he would lodge a case against him. 

The author replied softly that the dog would not harm anyone. But the strict attitude of 

the policeman made him obey his words. He obeyed the words of the policeman for a 

few times.  As both the author and the dog did not like the muzzle, they returned to their 

usual way of walking in the park without a leash and a muzzle. 

 Everything went smooth only for a short time. One day he saw the policeman in 

the park when he was with his dog without a muzzle. So, the author went straight to the 

policeman and admitted his mistake. It was wrong on his part to let the dog free even 

after being warned. When the author condemned himself, the policeman had no other 

way to be shown magnanimous and important, hence he showed mercy. In this way the 

author solved the problem by supporting the side of the policeman instead of arguing 

for his side.  

Warren’s Experience: 

 Ferdinand E. Warren was a commercial artist. He knew an art director would be 

happy to find fault in slight things and to disgust others. The artist had often felt bad and 

disgust, not because of the criticism, but because of his method of attack. Once the 

artist delivered a rush job to the editor. At that time the editor found fault with the work, 

in a usual manner. Before the editor said anything about the work, he started giving 

self-criticism and accepted the blunder he had committed. So the editor was cooled 

down and protected him from the attack. Instead of being angry with the person, he 

praised his work. He requested the artist only to make a slight change in his work. 

Finally he gave the artist a cheque and another commission. Thus Warren stated that 
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there was a certain degree of satisfaction in having the courage to admit one’s errors. It 

helped him to solve the problem created by the error.   

Experience of Bruce Harvey 

 Bruce Harvey of New Mexico had incorrectly authorized full payment to an 

employee on sick leave. When he found out the mistake, he brought it to the attention 

of the employee and explained that his next pay would be reduced fully due to the over 

payment. The employee pleaded that would cause him a serious financial crisis, and he 

could not manage without his pay. He asked for a period of time to repay the amount. 

Harvey needed to get the permission of his boss to take any decision. He knew very 

well that he was the sole responsibility for the mistake. So, he decided to admit his 

mistake to his boss. He went straight to him and admitted everything. The boss got 

angry with the personnel department. He pointed at the carelessness of the accounting 

department. Harvey repeatedly said it was his fault. So, the boss permitted him to 

correct the mistake which he had done. The error was corrected and nobody got into 

trouble. This technique helped him earn more respect from the boss. 

Life of a Chinese Father 

 Michael Cheung, who taught this course in Hong Kong, shared his experience 

about the old tradition and the application of new theories. A Chinese father was 

separated from his son for many years due to his addition towards opium. In Chinese 

culture an older person could not take the first step. So the son had to take the initial 

step to be reconciled. The father longed to be reunited with his son and grand children 

whom he had never seen. The people who lived around him understood the conflict 

between his desire and long-established tradition. He could not wait till his son comes 

to him. He thought over the suggestion given by Dale Carnegie. The suggestion of Dale 

Carnegie was to admit one’s mistake quickly and emphatically. The father realized that 

he wronged his son and that the son was right in expelling him from his life. Though it 

was a great shame to get forgiveness from younger person, the father decided to 
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accept his fault. So, he went to his son’s house. He was forgiven readily when he asked 

for it. He enjoyed is new life with his son and his family.  

Elbert Hubbard and his problem: 

 Elbert Hubbard was one of the most original authors. His articles stirred the 

entire nation. But his stinging sentences often arouse the anger of the readers. He 

knew the technique of turning his enemies into friends. For example, when an angry 

reader wrote to him saying that he did not agree with some points in his article and 

criticized Hubbard. He answered to the letter by saying that he himself was not 

appealed to the points. He welcomed the points of the reader. He said that he would be 

happy to have a discussion with him about the topic. He requested the reader to visit 

him when he would come to the neighborhood next time. Thus the wrier was able to 

calm down the angry reader.  

Conclusion: 

 Dale Carnegie advises that when a person is right he tries to win people gently 

and cleverly. But when he is wrong, he must be honest and should accept his folly 

quickly with enthusiasm. This technique will produce surprising results as well as a lot 

more fun. So instead of trying to defend oneself, one should admit his mistakes.  

“By fighting you never get enough, but by yielding you get more than you 

expected” 

 The writer emphasizes the value of satisfaction in admitting one’s mistake.  

2. Introduction 

Dale Carnegie's principle, "If You Are Wrong, Admit It," from his seminal work 

"How to Win Friends and Influence People," presents a profound yet straightforward 

approach to interpersonal relationships. This principle underscores the importance of 

honesty, humility, and accountability in building trust and respect. By admitting mistakes 

openly, individuals can foster a positive and cooperative environment, whether in 

personal or professional settings. This analysis critically examines the various 

dimensions of this principle, its applications, and its broader implications. 
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Importance of Admitting Mistakes 

Carnegie’s advocacy for admitting mistakes is rooted in the belief that honesty 

and integrity are fundamental to trust. When individuals admit their errors, they 

demonstrate a commitment to truth and a willingness to take responsibility for their 

actions. This behavior not only builds personal credibility but also promotes a culture of 

transparency and accountability. 

Humility and Personal Growth 

Humility is a cornerstone of Carnegie’s principle. Admitting mistakes requires 

individuals to set aside their pride and accept their imperfections. This act of humility is 

crucial for personal growth, as it opens the door to learning and improvement. By 

acknowledging errors, individuals can reflect on their actions, understand what went 

wrong, and make necessary adjustments to avoid repeating the same mistakes. This 

continuous process of self-reflection and correction is essential for both personal and 

professional development. 

Defusing Conflict and Fostering Collaboration 

Carnegie argues that admitting mistakes can defuse potential conflicts and foster 

a collaborative environment. In situations where errors lead to misunderstandings or 

disputes, taking responsibility for one's actions can prevent escalation and promote 

resolution. For example, in a workplace setting, a manager who admits a scheduling 

error and apologizes to their team can alleviate frustration and encourage a collective 

approach to problem-solving. This behavior not only resolves the immediate issue but 

also strengthens the team's cohesion and morale. 

Building Trust and Respect 

Trust and respect are the bedrock of any healthy relationship. By admitting 

mistakes, individuals demonstrate authenticity and reliability, which are crucial for 

building and maintaining trust. When people know that someone is willing to own up to 
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their errors, they are more likely to trust their intentions and judgment. This trust, in turn, 

fosters mutual respect and creates a positive dynamic in relationships. 

Challenges and Limitations 

Despite its clear benefits, the principle of admitting mistakes is not without its 

challenges. In many cultures and organizations, admitting errors can be perceived as a 

sign of weakness or incompetence. This perception can deter individuals from 

acknowledging their mistakes, fearing negative repercussions. Additionally, the 

effectiveness of admitting mistakes depends on the receptiveness of the other party. If 

the environment is punitive or judgmental, admitting errors may not lead to the desired 

positive outcomes and can even exacerbate tensions. 

Applications in Different Contexts 

Carnegie's principle is highly applicable across various contexts, from personal 

relationships to professional environments. In personal relationships, admitting 

mistakes can strengthen bonds and enhance communication. In professional settings, it 

can improve team dynamics and foster a culture of continuous improvement. However, 

the application of this principle must be nuanced and context-sensitive, considering the 

specific dynamics and expectations of the environment. 

Conclusion 

Dale Carnegie's principle, "If You Are Wrong, Admit It," offers a powerful 

framework for enhancing interpersonal relationships through honesty, humility, and 

accountability. By admitting mistakes, individuals can build trust, respect, and 

cooperation, contributing to healthier and more productive interactions. However, the 

successful implementation of this principle requires a supportive environment that 

values transparency and growth. While challenges and limitations exist, the overall 

benefits of admitting mistakes underscore the enduring relevance of Carnegie’s advice 

in both personal and professional spheres. This principle remains a timeless guide for 

fostering meaningful and respectful connections. 
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SECTION2.2 Kindly Adjust Please - Shashi Tharoor 

 

2.2.1 About the Writer 

Shashi Tharoor is a prominent Indian author, politician, and diplomat known for 

his articulate and erudite writing style. Born on 

March 9, 1956, in London, Tharoor has had a 

distinguished career that spans literature, 

international diplomacy, and Indian politics. 

Tharoor is a prolific writer with several 

acclaimed books to his name, including both 

fiction and non-fiction. His novels, such as "The 

Great Indian Novel" and "Riot: A Love Story," showcase his deep understanding of 

Indian history, culture, and politics, often blending satire with serious commentary. His 

non-fiction works, like "Inglorious Empire: What the British Did to India" and "An Era of 

Darkness," critically examine colonialism and its lasting impact on India. Tharoor's 

writing is known for its wit, intelligence, and rich language, making complex subjects 

accessible and engaging. 
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https://fredlybrand.com/2019/07/11/carnegie-12-3-03/
https://spokenenglishabcd.blogspot.com/2016/07/essay-on-if-you-are-wrong-admit-it.html
https://spokenenglishabcd.blogspot.com/2016/07/essay-on-if-you-are-wrong-admit-it.html
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2.2.2Summary 

"Kindly Adjust to Our English" by Shashi Tharoor is a witty and insightful 

exploration of how English is used and adapted in India. Tharoor delves into the unique 

version of English spoken by Indians, which has been shaped by historical, cultural, and 

social influences. He highlights the creative and flexible nature of Indian English, noting 

how it incorporates local idioms, expressions, and syntax. Tharoor also addresses the 

impact of colonialism on the language and the way Indians have made English their 

own, transforming it into a distinct and vibrant form of communication. Through 

anecdotes and examples, Tharoor celebrates the diversity and richness of Indian 

English while also pointing out some of the humorous and sometimes confusing 

aspects of its usage. Ultimately, he advocates for a more inclusive understanding of 

English that respects and acknowledges its global variations. 

2.2.3 Analysis  

Shashi Tharoor’s “Kindly Adjust Please” is a witty and insightful essay that 

reflects on Indian society’s unique tendency toward tolerance, compromise, and 

accommodation in everyday life. The phrase, frequently heard in crowded public spaces 

across India, serves as a metaphor for a deeper cultural characteristic the ability to 

adapt to discomfort and inconvenience with patience and politeness. 

Themes 

1. Cultural Adaptability: The core of the essay focuses on the adaptability of 

Indians. The phrase “Kindly Adjust Please” symbolizes the Indian capacity to 

accommodate others in the most challenging or uncomfortable situations, such 

as crowded buses, trains, or public queues. Tharoor suggests that this 

adaptability is both a strength and, at times, a reflection of societal shortcomings 

like inadequate infrastructure. 

2. Tolerance and Compromise: Tharoor highlights the tolerance and compromise 

that are hallmarks of Indian society. People are often expected to adjust to 
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others, whether it’s sharing a seat, making room in a packed vehicle, or enduring 

long delays. While this tolerance promotes social harmony, Tharoor subtly 

critiques how it also perpetuates a culture of accepting substandard conditions. 

3. Humor and Irony: Tharoor uses humor and irony to explore the contradictions 

in Indian society. The phrase “Kindly Adjust Please” sounds polite, but it often 

comes with an unspoken expectation that people will accept discomfort without 

complaint. The irony lies in the fact that while this behavior shows communal 

cooperation, it also masks systemic problems like overcrowding, insufficient 

public services, or poor infrastructure. 

4. Indian English: The phrase itself is an example of Indian English, a distinctive 

form of English spoken across the country. Tharoor observes how expressions 

like this are grammatically unconventional but are perfectly understood in India. 

This reflects how English has been localized and adapted to Indian cultural 

norms. 

5. Societal Critique: While Tharoor celebrates the resilience and accommodation 

of Indians, he also uses the phrase as a critique of passivity. Indians often 

tolerate situations that might demand more assertiveness or improvement. For 

example, rather than demanding better public services or infrastructure, people 

might simply adjust and accept inconvenience as part of life. 

Tone 

Tharoor’s tone throughout the essay is light-hearted and humorous, yet 

insightful. He strikes a balance between celebrating Indian adaptability and criticizing 

the societal conditions that make constant adjustment necessary. His use of humor 

invites readers to reflect on these issues without feeling lectured. 

Language and Style 

The language of the essay is conversational and accessible, marked by 

Tharoor’s characteristic wit. His use of examples from daily life, such as people 

squeezing into overcrowded trains or adjusting their schedules to accommodate delays, 
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makes the essay relatable to a broad audience. By focusing on a seemingly trivial 

phrase, Tharoor invites readers to think more deeply about the broader cultural 

implications. 

In “Kindly Adjust Please”, Shashi Tharoor uses a simple, commonly heard 

phrase to explore profound cultural traits. The essay reflects on the patience, 

adaptability, and cooperative spirit of Indian society, while also serving as a gentle 

critique of the tendency to accept substandard conditions without demanding change. 

Tharoor’s clever use of humor and irony allows him to highlight both the strengths and 

weaknesses of this cultural trait, encouraging readers to appreciate their ability to adjust 

while questioning the reasons they must do so. 

2.2.4 Glossary 

    1.  Witty- Showing or characterized by quick and inventive verbal humor. 

    2.  Erudite -Having or showing great knowledge or learning. 

    3.  Idiom- A phrase or expression that has a figurative meaning different from its 

literal meaning. 

    4. Syntax -The arrangement of words and phrases to create well-formed sentences 

in a language. 

    5. Colonialism -The policy or practice of acquiring full or partial political control over 

another country, occupying it with settlers, and exploiting it economically. 

     6. Anecdote- A short and amusing or interesting story about a real incident or 

person. 

7. Inclusive - Not excluding any section of society or any party involved in something. 

8.  Distinct - Recognizably different in nature from something else of a similar type. 

9.  Vibrant - Full of energy and life. 

10.  Articulate - Having or showing the ability to speak fluently and coherently. 
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2.2.5 - Self-Assessment Questions  

Choose the most appropriate word or phrase. 

1. The invention of which word made Shashi Tharoor feels immodest? 

        a. preparation  b. premature  C. prepone  d. postpone 

2. When did Tharoor come upon the word 'prepone'? 

        a.1962  b.1862  c. 1972  d. 1872 

3. Which language draws strength from local roots? 

       a. French b. Latin C. Greek d. English 

4. If enough people find a word or phrase useful, it is_______ 

       a. legitimate b. logical c. legible d. lovable 

5. Some Indianisms are________ from Indian languages. 

        a. transformed  b. translated  c. traded d. tuned 

6. The phrase 'kindly adjust' expresses Indian_____________ 

         a. severity b.senselessness  c. sensibility  d. sociability 

7. The phrase 'traditional with modern outlook' is often found in 

        a.commercial ads b. matrimonial ads c. political ads  d. online ads 

8. The phrase 'return back' is an example of____________ 

        a. correct English b. redundancy  C. wrong English d. bad 

English 

9. What does 'history sheeter' mean? 

        a. criminal b. logician c. historian d. philosopher 

10. Which Indian English word means 'a criminal assault by a robber' outside India and 

'cramming hard for an exam' in India? 

       a. back side b. furlong c. mugging d. airdash 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What does the phrase "Kindly Adjust Please" reflect about Indian culture, 

according to Shashi Tharoor? 
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2. How does Tharoor use the phrase "Kindly Adjust Please" to comment on Indian 

society? 

3. What is the tone of Shashi Tharoor in "Kindly Adjust Please"? 

4. What aspect of Indian life does the phrase "Kindly Adjust Please" often refer to, 

according to Tharoor? 

5. How does Shashi Tharoor use humor in "Kindly Adjust Please"? 

6. What does Tharoor suggest about the adaptability of Indian people in "Kindly 

Adjust Please"? 

7. Why does Tharoor view the phrase "Kindly Adjust Please" as ironic? 

8. What does Tharoor say about the widespread use of English in Indian 

expressions like "Kindly Adjust Please"? 

9.  How does Tharoor view India's ability to adjust in contrast to Western societies? 

10. What cultural value does "Kindly Adjust Please" represent, according to 

Tharoor? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What does Tharoor mean by Indianism? 

2.  What is the significance of Shashi Tharoor's essay "Kindly Adjust Please"? 

3. How does Tharoor characterize Indian English in his essay? 

4. What are some examples of Indian English phrases and expressions discussed by 

Tharoor? 

5. How does Tharoor use humor to illustrate the quirks of Indian English? 

6. What does Tharoor suggest about the relationship between English and Indian 

languages?. 

7. How does Tharoor address the colonial legacy of English in India? 

8. What broader social issues does Tharoor touch upon in his essay? 

9. In conclusion, what insights does Tharoor's essay offer about the evolution of 

language in multicultural societies? 

 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
90 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1. What does Shashi Tharoor imply by 'we are like that only' and 'if you don't like that 

kindly adjust'?  

2. Critically analyze the topic "Kindly Adjust Please" by Shashi Tharoor. 

2.2.6 Check your progress 

Choose the most appropriate word or phrase. 

1. c. prepone  

2. c. 1972 

3. d. English  

4. a. legitimate 

5. b. translated  

6. c. sensibility 

7. b. matrimonial ads  

8. b. redundancy 

9. a. criminal 

10. c. mugging  

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. It reflects Indian tolerance, flexibility, and the ability to adapt to uncomfortable or 

inconvenient situations. 

2. Tharoor uses the phrase to highlight the habit of compromise in Indian society, 

where people often accommodate others even in crowded or difficult situations. 

3. The tone is humorous and light-hearted, yet it carries an underlying critique of 

certain aspects of Indian behavior. 

4. It often refers to situations like overcrowded public transport, small spaces, or 

long queues, where people are expected to make space for others. 

5. Tharoor uses humor to soften his critique of Indian habits, making readers reflect 

on the cultural tendency to accept inconvenience with a smile. 
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6. He suggests that Indian people are highly adaptable and willing to make 

adjustments in various aspects of life, sometimes to a fault. 

7. It is ironic because while the phrase is polite, it reflects a deeper issue of 

overcrowding, lack of resources, or poor infrastructure, where people have no 

choice but to adjust. 

8. Tharoor points out that Indian English often features unique expressions that are 

not grammatically correct in standard English, but are widely understood in India. 

9. Tharoor views India's ability to adjust as more flexible and communal, while 

Western societies may prioritize individual space and personal comfort. 

10. It represents a cultural value of cooperation, patience, and compromise, which is 

deeply ingrained in Indian society. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. By Indianism Tharoor means it is the creative use of an ordinary English word or 

phrase to convey an idea. For example, 'Kindly Adjust' is used in the sense 

'please accommodate.'Matrimonial advertisements use such Indianisms as 

"wheatish complexion" and "traditional with modern outlook." Indianism also 

refers to the usage of words which are no longer used in Britain. For example, 

"Furlong', 'fortnight' and 'do the needful." Some words like 'prepone' and 'missing' 

are heard in Indian usage only. 'Non-veg,' 'auntie' or 'uncle' (used to refer to 

elders) are frequently used in everyday conversations. These are unusual 

usages abroad and are distinctively Indian. There are some errors in Indian 

English. This is often the product of insufficient mastery of the language. "I will 

return back" contains the unnecessary word 'back.' Because the word 'return' 

implies coming back. "I will miss you till you are away" is the incorrect way of 

putting. "I will miss you till you come back." "Waive off" is used for 'waive' and 

'backside' is used instead of 'rear.' This results in humorous signs like "entry 

through back door only." 
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2. Shashi Tharoor's essay "Kindly Adjust Please" offers a unique exploration of 

Indian English, highlighting its distinctiveness and cultural significance. Tharoor 

delves into the intricacies of Indian English, shedding light on how it has evolved 

as a vibrant and dynamic dialect over the years. Through his witty observations 

and insightful commentary, Tharoor prompts readers to reconsider their 

perceptions of English in the Indian context. 

3. Tharoor characterizes Indian English as a legitimate and unique dialect that has 

emerged from the rich tapestry of India's linguistic landscape. He emphasizes 

that Indian English is not merely a derivative of British or American English but a 

reflection of India's cultural diversity and linguistic plurality. Tharoor highlights 

how Indian English has been shaped by various regional languages and cultural 

influences, making it a vibrant and dynamic form of communication. 

4. Tharoor provides several examples of Indian English phrases and expressions 

that illustrate the distinctiveness of the dialect. For instance, he discusses how 

words like "prepone" (to reschedule to an earlier time) and phrases like 

"timepass" (to engage in leisure activities) have become integral parts of Indian 

English. Tharoor also explores the unique grammatical structures and sentence 

constructions that are characteristic of Indian English, such as the use of "only" 

for emphasis and the omission of articles in certain contexts. 

5. Tharoor employs humor as a rhetorical device to highlight the quirks and 

idiosyncrasies of Indian English. He playfully deconstructs common phrases and 

expressions, pointing out their literal translations and the cultural context behind 

them. Tharoor's witty observations not only entertain readers but also serve to 

underscore the creativity and adaptability of language in the Indian context. 

6. Tharoor suggests that English in India has evolved through a process of cultural 

assimilation and integration with Indian languages. He argues that Indian English 

has absorbed influences from various regional languages, resulting in a hybrid 

linguistic form that reflects India's multicultural ethos. Tharoor emphasizes the 
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importance of recognizing and celebrating this linguistic diversity, which he 

believes enriches the fabric of Indian society. 

7. Tharoor acknowledges the colonial past that introduced English to India but 

argues that post-independence, Indians have made the language their own. He 

suggests that English in India has transcended its colonial origins and has 

become a symbol of India's linguistic and cultural identity. Tharoor emphasizes 

the need to move beyond colonial attitudes towards English and embrace it as a 

tool for empowerment and self-expression. 

8. Through his discussion of language, Tharoor also comments on broader social 

issues in India, such as class and education. He observes how English 

proficiency often correlates with social status and opportunities, reflecting deeper 

societal inequalities. Tharoor highlights the importance of addressing these 

inequalities and ensuring equal access to education and opportunities for all 

individuals, regardless of their linguistic background. 

9. Tharoor's essay offers valuable insights into the evolution of language in 

multicultural societies like India. It underscores the dynamic nature of language 

and the ways in which it adapts and evolves in response to cultural, social, and 

historical influences. Tharoor's observations about Indian English serve as a 

reminder of the richness and diversity of human expression, highlighting the 

importance of embracing linguistic diversity as a source of strength and unity. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (10 MARKS) 

1.About the author 

Shashi Tharoor, prominent Indian diplomat, politician, an author and former 

international civil servant, who straddles several worlds of experience. He has 

previously served as Minister of State for Human Resource Development and Minister 

of State for External Affairs in the Government of India. Dr. Tharoor is also an award-

winning author of works of both fiction as well as non-fiction, with his sixteenth book due 

for release in November 2016.  
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Introduction 

The persistence and survival of what is called "Indian English” deserves to be 

taken seriously. Our English, spoken without the shadow of Englishmen looming over 

us, is a vigorous and local language, which draws strength from local roots. 

Indian English 

Indian English is a living, practical language used by millions every day for 

practical purposes. He is  not referring to expressions like satyagraha, namaste or yogi, 

that have passed into the English language and are used exactly as they are in India. 

He is referring to the usage of English words differently in India from the Anglophone 

West. Many phrases we take for granted in ordinary conversation are actually quite 

unusual abroad-calling elders "auntie" or "uncle", for instance, using the expression 

"non-veg" to convey a willingness to eat meat. That doesn't make them wrong, or even 

quaint. It just makes them Indian. 

Useful Indianisms 

Lately, observers have been arguing that useful Indianisms such as prepone 

should form part of the global vocabulary of our language. Indian English is perfectly 

valid for our English. Shashi Tharoor invented the word 'prepone' which means "to 

move to an earlier time." To advance something and to shift something earlier are a few 

words in English that can be used instead of "Prepone." American variants for the 

words "autumn" and "have got" are 'fall' and 'gotten.' Queen's English is the English 

language as written and spoken correctly by educated people in Britain. Indian English 

is referred to as 'Our English.' According to Tharoor, it is vigorous English and deserves 

to be taken seriously as "Queen's English." 

English words created by media 

Some of the Indian English were created by our media and passed into regular 

usage. For Example "airdash" ("To go somewhere immediately because of emergency") 

and "history sheeter" ("a person with criminal record"),  "mugging" (cramming hard for 

an exam, with much rote learning and memorisation involved) When an Indian student 
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tells a foreigner he was "mugging for an exam", bewilderment is guaranteed. Yet it's a 

vivid word that conveys exactly what is intended to every user of Indian English. 

Kindly adjust 

Some Indianisms are creative uses of an ordinary English word or phrase to 

reflect a particularly Indian sensibility - such as "kindly adjust", said apologetically by the 

seventh person slipping into a bench meant for four. We have nothing to apologise 

about: we should defiantly celebrate their use as integral parts of our Indian English 

vocabulary, and I will return to this theme. After all, "we are like that only". And if you 

don't like it, kindly adjust… That is how Shashi Tharoor would advise people taking to 

English in the typical Indian way. 

Conclusion 

Tharoor does not mean any differences between Indian English and British 

English. But he describes certain Indianisms and Indian errors. The differences that 

exist are concerned with vocabulary and usage. 

2. Introduction 

Shashi Tharoor's essay "Kindly Adjust Please" offers a nuanced exploration of 

Indian English, highlighting its unique characteristics and cultural significance. Through 

witty observations and insightful commentary, Tharoor prompts readers to reconsider 

their perceptions of English in the Indian context. This critical analysis will examine the 

key themes and arguments presented in the essay, considering its implications for 

language, culture, and society in India. 

 Recognition of Indian English as a Legitimate Dialect: 

Tharoor's essay is commendable for acknowledging Indian English as a distinct 

and legitimate dialect. However, while celebrating its uniqueness, it's crucial to 

recognize that Indian English is not uniformly spoken across the country. There are 

significant regional variations influenced by local languages, culture, and socio-

economic factors. Tharoor's essay could have delved deeper into these variations to 

provide a more comprehensive understanding of Indian English. 
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 Representation of Linguistic Hybridity: 

Tharoor effectively illustrates how Indian English has evolved through a process 

of linguistic hybridity, incorporating elements from various Indian languages. However, 

the essay could have explored the power dynamics inherent in this process more 

deeply. The dominance of English as a language of privilege and social mobility raises 

questions about linguistic imperialism and its impact on indigenous languages and 

cultural identities 

 Humor and Stereotyping: 

While Tharoor's use of humor adds a light-hearted tone to the essay, there is a 

risk of perpetuating stereotypes about Indian English speakers. Some readers may 

perceive the humorous examples as mocking or belittling the language and its 

speakers. Tharoor could have balanced the humor with a more nuanced discussion of 

the complexities and richness of Indian English, avoiding the reinforcement of 

stereotypes. 

 Colonial Legacy and Power Dynamics: 

Tharoor briefly touches upon the colonial legacy of English in India but could 

have delved deeper into its implications. The essay could have explored how English 

was imposed as a tool of colonial control and how its continued dominance perpetuates 

social hierarchies and inequalities in post-colonial India. Additionally, Tharoor could 

have discussed efforts to decolonize language and promote linguistic diversity and 

inclusion. 

 Social Commentary and Intersectionality: 

Tharoor's commentary on social issues such as class and education is insightful, 

but the essay could have benefited from a more intersectional analysis. Language 

proficiency intersects with other factors such as gender, caste, and ethnicity, shaping 

individuals' access to opportunities and social mobility. Tharoor could have explored 

these intersections to provide a more nuanced understanding of the socio-cultural 

dynamics of language in India. 
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Conclusion: 

Shashi Tharoor's essay "Kindly Adjust Please" offers valuable insights into the 

evolution of language and culture in India. Through his exploration of Indian English, 

Tharoor celebrates the creativity and adaptability of language in the Indian context. He 

challenges conventional notions of English as a uniform and standardized language, 

emphasizing its diversity and richness in multicultural societies like India. Tharoor's 

essay serves as a reminder of the importance of embracing linguistic diversity and 

promoting equality and inclusivity in language education and social policy. Overall, 

"Kindly Adjust Please" is a thought-provoking and illuminating examination of language, 

culture, and society in contemporary India. 

2.2.7 - References  

1. https://www.theweek.in/columns/shashi-tharoor/2018/05/25/kindly-adjust-to-our-

english.html 

2. https://shashitharoor.in/writings_my_essays_details/293 

 

 

SECTION2.3 The Spoon-fed Age- W.R. Inge 

 

2.3.1  About the Writer 

William Ralph Inge (1860–1954), often referred to as 

W.R. Inge, was an English author, Anglican priest, and 

theologian known for his pessimistic views and philosophical 

writings. He served as the Dean of St. Paul’s Cathedral from 

1911 to 1934 and was commonly called the "Gloomy Dean" due 

to his often somber reflections on society, politics, and religion. 

 

https://www.theweek.in/columns/shashi-tharoor/2018/05/25/kindly-adjust-to-our-english.html
https://www.theweek.in/columns/shashi-tharoor/2018/05/25/kindly-adjust-to-our-english.html
https://shashitharoor.in/writings_my_essays_details/293
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Early Life and Education 

  Born in Yorkshire, England, Inge came from a clerical family. He was educated 

at Eton College and later attended King's College, Cambridge, where he studied the 

classics and theology. His academic success led him to a career as both a scholar and 

clergyman. 

Career and Contributions 

 Academic Career: Before his appointment as Dean, Inge held several academic 

positions, including professor of divinity at Cambridge University. His intellectual 

focus was on Christian mysticism, and he published several important works on 

the subject. 

 Dean of St. Paul’s: As Dean, Inge gained wide recognition for his sermons and 

essays, which often addressed moral decline, cultural pessimism, and the 

challenges of modernity. His views on politics, ethics, and society frequently 

reflected a conservative stance, though he was also an advocate for 

individualism and spiritual freedom. 

 Philosophical Views: Inge was heavily influenced by Platonism and Christian 

mysticism, blending the two in much of his work. His writings often criticized the 

materialism and secularism of his time, warning that Western civilization was in a 

state of moral and spiritual decay. 

 Key Works: Inge wrote extensively on topics ranging from religion and 

philosophy to politics. Some of his notable works include: 

 "Christian Mysticism" (1899): A study of the mystical tradition within 

Christianity. 

 "Outspoken Essays" (1919): A collection of essays that reflect his views 

on religion, society, and modernity. 

 "The Philosophy of Plotinus" (1926): A detailed examination of the 

philosophy of the ancient Greek philosopher Plotinus, whose ideas on 

mysticism greatly influenced Inge. 
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Philosophy and Legacy 

Inge’s views on human nature were often pessimistic. He believed that modern 

society was moving away from spiritual values toward materialism and self-destruction. 

Despite his gloomy outlook, Inge's work made a significant contribution to Christian 

theology, particularly in the areas of mysticism and Platonism. 

His influence extended beyond the church; as a public intellectual, Inge 

frequently engaged in debates on political and social issues. His essays and writings on 

individual liberty, freedom of thought, and religious belief were widely read and 

respected. 

Later Life and Death 

Inge retired as Dean of St. Paul’s in 1934 and continued to write until his death in 

1954. He left behind a legacy of thoughtful critique and philosophical inquiry, 

contributing to discussions on the role of religion in modern life. 

W.R. Inge was a significant figure in early 20th-century religious and 

philosophical thought. His deep understanding of mysticism, coupled with his concern 

for the future of Western civilization, made him a unique voice in theology and 

intellectual circles. Despite being labeled "gloomy," his work continues to be 

appreciated for its depth and insight into the challenges of balancing spirituality and 

modernity. 

2.3.2 Summary 

"The Spoon-fed Age" by W.R. Inge is a critique of modern society’s increasing 

tendency toward intellectual passivity and dependence on pre-packaged information. 

Inge argues that people are becoming accustomed to being "spoon-fed" knowledge by 

external authorities such as teachers, media, and experts, rather than thinking critically 

and engaging with ideas on their own. 

Inge laments the decline of independent thought and self-discipline, noting that 

society prefers easy answers over rigorous, self-directed learning. He warns that this 
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passivity results in a superficial understanding of complex issues, as people rely more 

on others to interpret information for them instead of actively seeking knowledge. 

The essay also critiques the role of the media, suggesting that it contributes to this 

intellectual laziness by offering oversimplified and sensationalized content. Inge 

compares the consumption of knowledge to consumerism, arguing that information is 

treated like a product, consumed quickly and without deep reflection. 

Overall, Inge expresses concern that this trend toward intellectual complacency 

and over-reliance on authority could lead to a loss of individual freedom and critical 

thinking, urging a return to self-discipline and intellectual autonomy. 

2.3.3 Analysis 

"The Spoon-fed Age" 

"The Spoon-fed Age" is a critical examination of contemporary society's 

dependence on external guidance and ready-made solutions. Inge critiques the 

tendency of people to rely on superficial knowledge and authority figures rather than 

developing their own independent thinking and judgment. He argues that this reliance 

leads to intellectual stagnation and a lack of true understanding and wisdom. Through 

his analysis, Inge encourages individuals to seek deeper knowledge and cultivate self-

reliance in their intellectual pursuits. 

`In "The Spoon-fed Age," W.R. Inge offers a critical examination of contemporary 

society's dependence on superficial knowledge and external authority. Inge argues that 

modern individuals have become overly reliant on pre-digested information and 

authoritative guidance, resulting in intellectual laziness and a decline in independent 

thought. 

Main Themes: 

1. Intellectual Stagnation: Inge posits that society's reliance on ready-made 

solutions and simplified knowledge leads to intellectual stagnation. People are 

spoon-fed information rather than encouraged to think critically and develop their 
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own understanding. This dependency hampers the growth of true wisdom and 

understanding. 

2. Decline of Independent Thinking: Inge laments the decline of independent 

thinking and judgment. He argues that individuals are increasingly looking to 

experts and authorities for answers rather than cultivating their own analytical 

and reasoning skills. This trend, he believes, undermines personal responsibility 

and the development of a well-rounded intellect. 

3. Critique of Modern Education: Inge criticizes the modern education system for 

its role in promoting passive learning. He suggests that education has become 

more about memorizing facts and following prescribed methods than about 

fostering critical thinking and intellectual curiosity. The system, according to Inge, 

produces individuals who are knowledgeable but not necessarily wise. 

4. Spiritual and Moral Concerns: Beyond intellectual issues, Inge expresses 

concerns about the spiritual and moral implications of a spoon-fed society. He 

believes that the lack of independent thought leads to a superficial understanding 

of moral and spiritual values, resulting in a decline in genuine ethical behavior 

and spiritual depth. 

5. Call for Self-Reliance: Inge's central message is a call for self-reliance in 

intellectual and spiritual matters. He encourages individuals to seek deeper 

knowledge, question prevailing norms, and develop their own insights. By doing 

so, they can attain a more profound understanding of the world and themselves. 

2.3.4 Glossary 

1. Complacency -A feeling of satisfaction or contentment, often accompanied by 

unawareness of potential dangers or deficiencies. 

2. Rote- Mechanical or habitual repetition of something, typically without full 

understanding or comprehension. 
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3. Intellectual Stagnation -A lack of growth or progress in one's intellectual pursuits; 

a state of intellectual inertia. 

4. Superficial - Existing or occurring at the surface; not deep or profound. 

5. Deference - Respectful submission or yielding to the judgment, opinion, or 

wishes of another. 

6. Rampant- Flourishing or spreading unchecked or widely. 

7. Cultivate- To foster the growth or development of something; to nurture or 

encourage. 

8. Erosion - The gradual destruction or diminution of something; the wearing away 

or weakening of something over time 

2.3.5 - Self-Assessment Questions  

Choose the correct answer 

1. The implements and art of cookery are reducing man to a _________ animal. 

             (a) Lifeless  (b) bodyless  (c) toothless  (d) careless 

2. The labourer, before the industrial revolution was a __________ man, almost self- 

sufficing. 

                (a) busy  (b) lazy  (c) handy  (d) clean 

3. Walking and riding are becoming_________ 

             (a)Unknown  (b)irrelevant  (c)realistic  (d)extinct 

4.__________ wrote his last play, without spectacles when he was ninety. 

            (a)Sophocles  (b)Milton  (c) Gray  (d) Addison 

5. Our journey man ___________ is evidently a means of getting away from real life. 

            (a) drama  (b)prose  (c)fiction  (d) essay 

6.__________ takes away any faculty that is not used. 

             (a)Nature  (b) forestry  (c) weather  (d)accident 

7. Every year we invent__________ to do something new for us. 

          (a) Weapons  (b) machines  (c) artillery  (d) bombs 
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8. An ancient___________ fills us with wonder that men had ever eyesight and 

patience enough for reading. 

         (a) Manuscript (b) paper  (c) sheet  (d) lesson 

9. They still like large and closely___________ pages. 

          (a) Attested  (b) copied  (c) printed  (d)natural 

10. Education is mainly spoon _____________ 

          (a) Eating  (b) feeding  (c) running  (d) second hand 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What does W.R. Inge mean by calling the modern era the "Spoon-fed Age"? 

2. What critique does Inge make about education in "The Spoon-fed Age"? 

3. How does Inge describe people's reliance on authority in "The Spoon-fed Age"? 

4. What is the significance of the metaphor 'spoon-fed' in the context of Inge's 

essay? 

5. According to Inge, what is the consequence of passive learning on individual 

freedom? 

6. How does Inge connect consumerism to the "Spoon-fed Age"? 

7. What does Inge suggest is the solution to overcoming the "Spoon-fed Age"? 

8. What role does the media play in the "Spoon-fed Age" according to Inge? 

9. In what way does Inge relate the "Spoon-fed Age" to the decline of intellectual 

curiosity? 

10. What warning does Inge offer about the future in "The Spoon-fed Age"? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What are the effects of machines and technology on man? 

2. What are the main criticisms W.R. Inge presents in "The Spoon-fed Age"? 

3. How does Inge describe the decline of independent thinking in modern society? 

3. What role does modern education play in fostering intellectual complacency, 

according to Inge? 

4. How does Inge view the spiritual and moral implications of a spoon-fed society? 
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5. What does Inge advocate for in response to the issues he raises in "The Spoon-fed 

Age"? 

6. How does Inge's critique of modern society resonate with contemporary concerns? 

7. What are the potential consequences of intellectual complacency, according to Inge? 

8. How does Inge's critique of modern education relate to broader debates about 

educational reform? 

9. What strategies does Inge suggest for cultivating intellectual independence in "The 

Spoon-fed Age"? 

10. How does Inge's call for self-reliance and critical thinking contribute to broader 

discussions about individual agency and societal change? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Why does W.R. Inge call modern education in 'Spoon Feeding'? 

2. Critical analyze of "The Spoon-fed Age" by W.R. Inge 

2.3.6 Check your progress 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER 

1. (c) toothless  

2. (c) handy   

3. (d)extinct  

4. (a)Sophocles  

5. (c)fiction  

6.  (a)Nature 

7.  (b) machines  

8. (a) Manuscript 

9. (c) printed  

10.  (b) feeding 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. Inge refers to the era as the "Spoon-fed Age" to highlight how people rely heavily 

on pre-digested information and are less inclined to think critically or 

independently. 

2. Inge criticizes modern education for promoting rote learning and passive 

absorption of knowledge rather than encouraging independent thinking and self-

directed learning. 

3. Inge suggests that people are overly dependent on authority figures or experts, 

preferring to be told what to think instead of forming their own opinions. 

4. The metaphor 'spoon-fed' signifies how society is being given pre-packaged, 

simplistic answers without the need for individuals to engage deeply with critical 

thought or intellectual inquiry. 

5. Inge argues that passive learning limits individual freedom because it 

discourages independent thought and self-reliance, making people more 

susceptible to control by external authorities. 

6. Inge connects consumerism to the "Spoon-fed Age" by suggesting that people 

are conditioned to consume information as they consume goods, with little 

reflection or challenge to what is presented to them. 

7. Inge advocates for a return to self-discipline, independent study, and critical 

thinking as solutions to overcoming the passivity of the "Spoon-fed Age." 

8. Inge criticizes the media for playing a significant role in the "Spoon-fed Age" by 

providing oversimplified information and encouraging mental laziness, leading to 

a lack of critical engagement. 

9. Inge argues that the "Spoon-fed Age" contributes to the decline of intellectual 

curiosity by making knowledge easily accessible but shallow, leaving little 

incentive for individuals to pursue in-depth learning. 
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10. Inge warns that if society continues to indulge in passive learning and uncritical 

acceptance, it may lead to a future where individuals are more easily 

manipulated and less capable of self-governance. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Modern people too depend on machines increasingly. They don’t make use of 

their lombs and thus remain quite self- sufficient without help from others. Taking 

instances from housewife to the modern student depending on notes and 

computers, the writer goes on to describe the condition going out of hands. In the 

olden days the people were in sound health and they could live without any fear 

of terrible diseases like appendicitis and cancer. For each and everything man 

depends on machines. Writing, walking and riding have all become extinct. 

Machines take over from people and on this score they live a mechanical life. We 

are losing our skills because of the excessive use of machines. Man may not be 

able to meet an unexpected mental or physical challenge. Skills are becoming 

obsolete. In the past labourers were versatile and could do any job. Today he is 

merely an assembly- line worker. Thus we are dependent on machines which will 

lead to atrophy or weakening our natural abilities. 

2. In "The Spoon-fed Age," W.R. Inge critiques contemporary society's dependence 

on superficial knowledge and external authority. He argues that modern 

individuals have become intellectually complacent, relying on pre-packaged 

information rather than engaging in critical thinking and independent analysis. 

Inge also criticizes the education system for promoting passive learning and the 

erosion of self-reliance in thought. 

3. Inge describes the decline of independent thinking as a consequence of society's 

increasing deference to experts and authorities. He argues that individuals have 

become accustomed to accepting information at face value without questioning 

its validity or exploring alternative perspectives. This reliance on external sources 

diminishes personal accountability and the capacity for critical analysis. 
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4. Inge suggests that modern education contributes to intellectual complacency by 

prioritizing rote memorization over critical thinking skills. He criticizes the 

education system for promoting passive learning and adherence to standardized 

methods rather than fostering curiosity and independent thought. This approach, 

he argues, produces individuals who are knowledgeable but intellectually 

dependent. 

5. Inge expresses concerns about the spiritual and moral ramifications of a spoon-

fed society. He suggests that superficial understanding of moral and spiritual 

values leads to ethical decline and a lack of genuine spiritual depth. Inge 

emphasizes the importance of cultivating deeper knowledge and self-reliance in 

moral and spiritual matters to counteract these trends. 

6. In response to the issues he raises, Inge advocates for self-reliance and critical 

thinking. He encourages individuals to seek deeper, more meaningful knowledge 

and to develop their own insights. Inge emphasizes the importance of 

questioning prevailing norms and cultivating intellectual independence to 

overcome the spoon-fed nature of modern society. 

7. Inge's critique of modern society resonates with contemporary concerns about 

intellectual dependency and complacency. In an age of information overload and 

instant gratification, many individuals rely on superficial knowledge and external 

validation rather than engaging in critical thinking and independent analysis. 

Inge's call for self-reliance and intellectual autonomy remains relevant in 

addressing these challenges. 

8. Inge warns that intellectual complacency can lead to intellectual stagnation and a 

lack of personal growth. When individuals passively accept spoon-fed 

information without questioning or analyzing it, they miss out on the opportunity 

to develop their critical thinking skills and deepen their understanding of the 

world. This can have far-reaching consequences for both individuals and society 

as a whole. 
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9. Inge's critique of modern education reflects broader debates about educational 

reform and the need to prioritize critical thinking skills over rote memorization. 

His argument underscores the importance of fostering curiosity, creativity, and 

independent thought in educational settings. Inge's insights can inform 

discussions about curriculum development, teaching methods, and the role of 

education in preparing individuals for the challenges of the modern world. 

10. In "The Spoon-fed Age," Inge suggests several strategies for cultivating 

intellectual independence, including questioning prevailing norms, seeking 

deeper knowledge, and developing critical thinking skills. He emphasizes the 

importance of curiosity, skepticism, and openness to new ideas in overcoming 

the spoon-fed nature of modern society. 

11. Inge's call for self-reliance and critical thinking contributes to broader discussions 

about individual agency and societal change by empowering individuals to take 

control of their own intellectual development. By encouraging people to question 

authority, challenge conventional wisdom, and seek deeper understanding, 

Inge's ideas promote a culture of intellectual autonomy and social transformation. 

His work underscores the importance of individual agency in shaping the future 

direction of society. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Introduction: 

               William Ralph Inge, known as W.R. Inge, was born on June 6, 1860, in 

Crayke, Yorkshire, England. He was a prominent English author, Anglican priest, and 

scholar, recognized for his philosophical and theological writings. He achieved 

academic success, earning the Lightfoot Scholarship in Divinity and serving as a tutor 

at Hertford College, Oxford, from 1888. Aside from his academic contributions, Inge 

served as the Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral in London from 1911. His time as a 

clergyman deeply influenced his perspectives on societal and cultural changes, leading 

to his critical observations on modern civilization. Inge was not only a prolific writer but 
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also a popular lecturer and broadcaster, engaging with a wide audience on matters of 

ethics, religion, and social issues.     

                The essay ‘Spoon Feeding’ explains the enervating effect of modern 

civilization. According to the author, civilization has made man ease- loving. Thus 

modern man has been deprived of the energy and spirit to face unexpected difficulties 

and problems. 

Man's loss of ability 

Children today make their regular visits to the dentist. It is because of the use of 

modern implements like the knives and forks they use instead of taking efforts to chew 

and eat. So they happen to visit the dentist regularly. Thus man is reduced to a 

toothless animal and many diseases are caused by this. In the past, the uncivilized 

savage had no problems with his teeth as he frequently used them for tearing flesh. The 

ancient people were capable of doing any kind of work because of the healthy food 

habits. Even the housewife today does not make bread or jam at home. Gradually, 

people are losing their ability to protect themselves from natural calamities unlike the 

savages who did it in a better manner. 

Ancient Readers: 

When we look at an ancient manuscript, we realize that the readers in the past 

had a lot of patience and concentration. One would need good eyesight to read. People 

during the medieval period were able to read the manuscripts without spectacles. 

Sophocles, the great Greek dramatist who lived during the fifth century B.C. wrote his 

last play when he was ninety, without spectacles. People were learning with great 

difficulty in those days. The ancient Greeks could handle everything throughout their 

life. The present man is not able to handle any kind of challenges. Nowadays things 

have been made easy with clear prose style and neatly printed books. 

Today’s Reading: 

Reading has become a dying habit and the books that we read do not stimulate 

the intellect. Though books are printed in good plain type, the material provided for 
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reading is not good. Much is written only to kill time and not to encourage any thinking 

on the part of the reader. The useless fiction we read serves merely as an escape from 

real life. Reading has become greatly simplified in the modern age. In fact, it hardly 

needs any effort at all. The books, they write serve as an escape from the problems of 

life. Reading thus has become a pleasant pass time rather than an intellectual exercise. 

Fiction encouraging people to day-dream. Newspapers give details of sports that no 

more require intellectual energy. The magazines give scientific information only in a 

popular way. There are more illustrations but they are all photographs that remind us 

the death of fine art, that of drawing and engraving.  

Today’s Education and sports: 

Reading has become greatly simplified in the modern age. Education has been 

reduced to spoon- feeding. Earlier, the student had to understand and master the 

concepts on his own. Today, however, the teacher dictates elaborate notes in the class 

to help the students. He learns with ease. In sports also it is no different. Sportsmen 

and mountaineers are reluctant to excel. Today people do not play cricket the some 

way they did years ago. If something goes wrong the batsman puts the blame on the 

ground man. The mountaineer (the coach) also lets the youngsters to do the difficult 

part of the climbing while he simply instructs. Nature is bound to take away all the 

blessings given to mankind. One day we may not be able to use our faculties. They will 

become futile and the natural abilities extinguish one day. 

Slackness among youngsters: 

There is general slackness and dislike of unnecessary exertion among 

youngsters. In the past the labourers were versatile and could do any job. The 

housewife has forgotten a wholesome, creative cooking. Diseases like cancer and 

many have become common because of artificial methods of cooking and storing of 

food. Emphasis on handwriting has decreased with the invention of the typewriter. 

Printed materials have made reading easy. Education has been reduced to spoon - 
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feeding. There is no need to use the brain. Thus, we are dependent on machines which 

will lead to atrophy or weakening of our natural abilities. 

 

Conclusion: 

As a result of the machines taking over from men, life has become so easy and 

one without any challenges or thrill. Such a kind of life will only lead to mankind falling 

into inactivity and danger zone. If our dependence on machines and others goes on for 

long, we may lose the ability to face difficulties and to overcome them. These are evils 

of our modern civilization. The writer advises us not to live by spoon feeding, but use 

our limbs and mind to betterment. 

2. Introduction 

"The Spoon-fed Age" by W.R. Inge offers a thought-provoking critique of 

contemporary society's dependence on superficial knowledge and external authority. In 

this analysis, we will critically examine Inge's arguments, exploring the implications of 

intellectual complacency and the erosion of independent thinking in modern culture. We 

will assess the validity of his concerns, the relevance of his insights to current societal 

trends, and the potential implications for individual autonomy and societal progress. 

 Validity of Concerns: 

 Inge's concerns about intellectual complacency and the decline of independent 

thinking resonate with observable trends in contemporary society. The proliferation of 

easily accessible information and the emphasis on standardized testing in education 

contribute to a culture of passivity and reliance on external validation. 

 Implications for Individual Autonomy: 

 The erosion of independent thinking has significant implications for individual 

autonomy and agency. When individuals passively accept spoon-fed information 

without critical analysis, they relinquish control over their own intellectual development 

and decision-making processes. This poses a threat to personal autonomy and self-

determination. 
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 Societal Progress and Innovation:  

Intellectual complacency stifles innovation and inhibits societal progress. A 

society that lacks individuals capable of critical thinking and independent analysis is 

less likely to generate new ideas, challenge existing paradigms, or address complex 

societal problems. Inge's critique underscores the importance of cultivating intellectual 

curiosity and autonomy for fostering innovation and societal advancement. 

 Role of Education: 

 Inge's critique of modern education raises questions about the role of 

educational institutions in fostering critical thinking skills. While education plays a crucial 

role in shaping individuals' intellectual development, the emphasis on standardized 

testing and rote memorization may hinder rather than facilitate the cultivation of 

independent thinking. 

 Cultural Shifts and Social Media:  

Inge's analysis gains further relevance in the context of contemporary cultural 

shifts and the rise of social media. The echo chambers and filter bubbles created by 

online platforms exacerbate intellectual complacency by reinforcing individuals' existing 

beliefs and biases. This digital environment makes it even more challenging for 

individuals to engage critically with information and ideas. 

Conclusion 

"The Spoon-fed Age" by W.R. Inge offers a timely critique of contemporary 

society's reliance on superficial knowledge and external authority. Inge's insights 

highlight the dangers of intellectual complacency and the erosion of independent 

thinking, emphasizing the importance of cultivating critical thinking skills and intellectual 

autonomy. As we navigate the complexities of the digital age, Inge's call for self-reliance 

and critical analysis remains as relevant as ever, urging individuals to question 

prevailing norms and engage actively in the pursuit of knowledge and understanding. 

By heeding Inge's warnings and embracing a culture of intellectual curiosity and 
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autonomy, we can empower ourselves to navigate the challenges of the modern world 

and contribute to meaningful societal progress. 

 

 

2.3.7 - References  

1. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vSJFbFBGHo4 

2. https://www.unz.com/PDF/PERIODICAL/LivingAge-1925apr04/71-75/ 
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UNIT III 

Fiction 

SECTION 3.1 Alchemist - Paulo Coelho 

 

3.1.1 – About the Writer 

Early Life 

Paulo Coelho was born on August 24, 1947, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He grew 

up in a middle-class family and was 

influenced by his mother, a strong-

willed woman who encouraged his 

passion for writing. Despite his 

family's aspirations for him to pursue 

a traditional career, Coelho was 

drawn to literature, art, and music 

from a young age. At 17, he decided 

to pursue his dream of becoming a writer, which led to a tumultuous relationship with 

his parents, who did not support his ambitions. 

Early Career 

In the early years of his career, Coelho struggled to find his voice and faced 

several setbacks. He worked in various jobs, including as a songwriter and theater 

director. He achieved some success as a songwriter in the 1970s, writing for famous 

Brazilian musicians. However, he felt unfulfilled and continued to seek his true calling 

as a novelist. 

Spiritual Awakening 

Coelho's life took a transformative turn in 1974 when he underwent a spiritual 

awakening during a pilgrimage along the Camino de Santiago, a historic route in 
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Spain. This journey profoundly influenced his writing and led him to explore themes of 

spirituality, self-discovery, and the pursuit of one's dreams. His experiences during the 

pilgrimage became the foundation for many of his later works. 

Literary Breakthrough 

In 1988, Coelho published his first novel, "The Alchemist," which would go on to 

become an international bestseller. The book tells the story of Santiago, a young 

shepherd on a quest to discover his Personal Legend, symbolizing the journey of self-

discovery and the pursuit of dreams. Initially, the novel faced challenges in gaining 

recognition, but it eventually resonated with readers worldwide, leading to its translation 

into numerous languages and selling millions of copies. 

Coelho's writing is characterized by its simplicity, poetic style, and profound 

philosophical insights. His works often blend elements of mysticism, spirituality, and 

personal growth, appealing to a wide audience seeking meaning in their lives. 

Subsequent Works and Success 

Following the success of "The Alchemist," Coelho published several other 

notable works, including: 

 "Brida" (1990): A novel about a young woman’s journey to discover her destiny 

and explore her spirituality. 

 "The Valkyries" (1992): A semi-autobiographical account of Coelho's own 

experiences with a group of women who travel through the Mojave Desert in 

search of spiritual enlightenment. 

 "Veronika Decides to Die" (1998): A thought-provoking novel about a young 

woman who attempts suicide and discovers the meaning of life in a mental 

institution. 

 "The Zahir" (2005): A novel exploring love, obsession, and the quest for self-

discovery. 

Coelho's works have received numerous awards and accolades, and he has 

become one of the most translated authors in history, with his books available in over 
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80 languages. His writings have inspired millions of readers, making him a significant 

figure in contemporary literature. 

Philosophy and Themes 

Coelho's philosophy revolves around the belief that everyone has a Personal 

Legend a unique path that reflects their dreams and aspirations. He emphasizes the 

importance of pursuing one's dreams, overcoming obstacles, and embracing the 

journey of self-discovery. His writing often reflects themes of love, destiny, spirituality, 

and the interconnectedness of all life. 

Personal Life 

Coelho has lived in various countries, including Brazil, the United States, and 

Europe. He has been open about his struggles with mental health, including a brief stay 

in a mental institution, which influenced his writing and outlook on life. Coelho is also 

known for his active presence on social media, where he engages with his readers and 

shares insights on life and creativity. 

Legacy 

Paulo Coelho’s impact on literature and popular culture is profound. He 

continues to inspire readers to embark on their own journeys of self-discovery and 

pursue their dreams with courage and determination. His works have transcended 

cultural boundaries, making him a beloved author worldwide. Coelho's ability to convey 

complex philosophical ideas in an accessible manner has solidified his status as a 

literary icon and a voice for those seeking meaning in their lives. 

Overall, Coelho's legacy lies in his encouragement of readers to listen to their 

hearts, embrace their unique paths, and recognize the beauty of life's journey. 
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3.1.2 – About the Fiction 

The novel is divided into four parts: Prologue, Part 1, Part 2, and Epilogue. The 

prologue sets up the two longer parts of the novel, and those parts are divided into 

several smaller sections. The sections are indicated by an asterisk, or star, and each 

new section signals a time shift or change of characters. The epilogue wraps up the 

novel's final scene, letting readers know that the hero has yet another journey ahead.  

"The Alchemist" narrates the tale of Santiago, a shepherd boy who sets out on a quest 

of self-discovery and personal development set in the mysterious environment of 

ancient Andalusia. Santiago discovers how to follow his heart and pursue his greatest 

aspirations, even in the face of extreme difficulty, with the help of a series of amazing 

dreams and interactions with interesting personalities. 

 

3.1.3 – Summary  

"The Alchemist" is a novel by Brazilian author Paulo Coelho that explores 

profound themes of destiny, dreams, and the importance of self-discovery. The 

narrative follows a young shepherd named Santiago as he embarks on a quest to find 

treasure, ultimately leading him to discover deeper truths about himself and the world 

around him. Set against the backdrop of the Andalusian landscape and the vast deserts 

of North Africa, the story blends 

elements of adventure and 

philosophy, encouraging readers to 

pursue their own personal legends. 

1. Santiago's Dream 

The story begins in the rolling 

hills of Andalusia, Spain, where 

Santiago, a shepherd, has a 
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recurring dream. In this dream, a child tells him that he will find a treasure at the base of 

the Egyptian pyramids. Santiago is content with his simple life as a shepherd, but the 

dream compels him to seek out its meaning. He confides in a gypsy fortune-teller, who 

interprets the dream and advises him to pursue his treasure. She tells him that it is his 

Personal Legend, the path to which he must follow to achieve his destiny. 

2. The Encounter with Melchizedek 

Santiago’s journey toward his dream truly begins when he meets Melchizedek, 

the king of Salem. Melchizedek introduces Santiago to the concept of the Personal 

Legend and emphasizes the importance of following one’s dreams. He provides 

Santiago with two magical stones, Urim and Thummim, which are meant to help him 

make decisions along his journey. These stones symbolize the guidance one receives 

from the universe and the importance of intuition. 

After their conversation, Santiago sells his flock of sheep and uses the money to 

embark on his journey to Egypt. He is filled with excitement and trepidation, knowing 

that he is taking the first steps toward discovering his true purpose. 

3. Santiago's Journey to Tangier 

Santiago’s adventure takes him to Tangier, a bustling city in North Africa. Here, 

he experiences the harsh realities of life as a foreigner. Soon after arriving, Santiago is 

robbed of all his money by a thief. This experience is devastating for Santiago, as he 

feels that he has lost everything and questions his decision to pursue his dream. 

Despite the setback, Santiago resolves not to give up. 

In Tangier, he finds work in a crystal shop owned by a man named Crystal 

Merchant. Through his work, Santiago learns valuable lessons about commerce, 

perseverance, and the power of dreams. Santiago introduces new ideas to the shop, 

which helps it flourish. His success in the crystal shop represents a turning point, as he 

begins to understand the importance of taking risks and believing in his dreams. 
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4. The Crystal Merchant's Wisdom 

During his time at the crystal shop, Santiago and the merchant engage in deep 

conversations about dreams and the fear of pursuing them. The merchant reveals that 

he has always wanted to make a pilgrimage to Mecca, but fear and complacency have 

prevented him from doing so. This conversation highlights a central theme of the novel: 

the fear of failure that often prevents individuals from pursuing their personal legends. 

Santiago learns that many people live their lives without ever realizing their dreams due 

to fear and complacency. 

5. Crossing the Desert 

After earning enough money at the crystal shop, Santiago decides to continue 

his journey to the pyramids. He joins a caravan crossing the Sahara Desert, where he 

meets an Englishman who is studying alchemy. The Englishman is searching for the 

legendary Philosopher's Stone, a substance said to turn base metals into gold and 

grant immortality. Through his conversations with the Englishman, Santiago learns 

about the principles of alchemy and the significance of the Soul of the World—a 

universal force that connects all living things. 

The journey across the desert is fraught with challenges. Santiago faces dangers 

from the elements and encounters tribal conflicts. However, he also finds moments of 

beauty and connection with others. The desert serves as a metaphor for the obstacles 

one must overcome on the path to fulfilling one’s dreams. 

6. The Alchemist 

As the caravan travels through the desert, Santiago meets the Alchemist, a 

mysterious figure who embodies wisdom and knowledge. The Alchemist recognizes 

Santiago's potential and becomes a mentor to him. He teaches Santiago about the 

deeper meanings of alchemy, which is not only about material transformation but also 

about personal transformation. 

The Alchemist emphasizes the importance of listening to one’s heart and 

understanding the signs that the universe provides. He teaches Santiago that fear is a 
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greater obstacle than the actual challenges one faces. Under the Alchemist’s guidance, 

Santiago begins to understand that the journey to discover one’s personal legend is as 

significant as the destination itself. 

7. The Transformation of Santiago 

Throughout his time with the Alchemist, Santiago undergoes a profound 

transformation. He learns to trust his instincts and tap into the wisdom of the Soul of the 

World. The Alchemist challenges Santiago to confront his fears and encourages him to 

embrace the unknown. Santiago becomes more attuned to the rhythms of the universe, 

gaining a deeper understanding of himself and his purpose. 

One of the pivotal moments in their journey occurs when the Alchemist 

challenges Santiago to turn himself into the wind. Faced with this seemingly impossible 

task, Santiago draws upon his newfound knowledge and faith, ultimately succeeding in 

demonstrating his connection to the universe. This event symbolizes Santiago's growth 

and his ability to manifest his destiny through belief and determination. 

8. The Arrival at the Pyramids 

After much learning and personal growth, Santiago and the Alchemist finally 

reach the Egyptian pyramids. Santiago’s excitement is palpable as he stands before the 

ancient structures that have long represented the culmination of his journey. However, 

upon digging at the site where he believes the treasure lies, Santiago discovers 

nothing. Instead, he is confronted by two men who threaten him and demand to know 

what he is doing. In their conversation, they reveal that they have had similar dreams 

about treasure, leading Santiago to realize that the treasure he seeks is not located in 

Egypt at all. 

9. The Revelation of the Treasure 

The climax of the story occurs when Santiago learns from the men that his 

treasure is buried back in Spain, near the sycamore tree where he first had the dream. 

Santiago understands that his quest for treasure has led him back to his origins, 

emphasizing the idea that sometimes the answers we seek are found within us or in our 
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familiar surroundings. The journey he undertook, filled with lessons and experiences, 

was essential for his personal growth and transformation 

10. Return to Spain 

With this newfound knowledge, Santiago returns to Spain. He digs beneath the 

sycamore tree and discovers a chest filled with gold and jewels, realizing that the 

treasure he sought was always close to home. The conclusion reinforces the novel's 

central message that the pursuit of one’s personal legend is a journey of self-discovery, 

and that the true value lies not just in the destination but in the experiences along the 

way. 

3.1.4 Analysis  

"The Alchemist" is a rich narrative that intertwines adventure, philosophy, and 

personal growth, exploring profound themes of destiny, dreams, and the 

interconnectedness of all life. Through the journey of its protagonist, Santiago, Paulo 

Coelho conveys essential messages about pursuing one's dreams and the 

transformative power of self-discovery. 

1. Themes 

a. Personal Legend: The concept of the Personal Legend is central to the 

narrative. It represents each individual's true purpose in life. Santiago's journey reflects 

the universal quest to realize one's dreams. The novel posits that pursuing one's 

Personal Legend is not merely a choice but a necessity for fulfilment and happiness. 

Santiago's journey emphasizes that the pursuit itself, filled with challenges and lessons, 

is as important as the goal. 

b. The Journey vs. The Destination: Coelho emphasizes that the journey 

toward achieving one's dreams is laden with valuable experiences. Santiago learns that 

obstacles and setbacks are part of the process and contribute to personal growth. The 

idea that the path is as significant as the destination is encapsulated in the challenges 

Santiago faces, which ultimately lead him to greater self-awareness and understanding. 
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c. Interconnectedness and the Soul of the World: The novel introduces the 

idea of the Soul of the World, a spiritual force that connects all living things. This 

concept highlights the interconnectedness of humanity and nature. Santiago learns to 

listen to his heart and recognize the signs from the universe, illustrating that following 

one’s dreams contributes to the greater tapestry of life. The interdependence of all 

beings suggests that achieving personal goals can have broader implications for the 

world. 

d. The Role of Fear: Fear is portrayed as one of the primary obstacles to 

achieving one's Personal Legend. Throughout the story, Santiago encounters various 

fears fear of failure, fear of the unknown, and fear of change. Coelho emphasizes that 

overcoming these fears is crucial for personal growth. The Alchemist teaches Santiago 

that fear is often more debilitating than the challenges themselves, and that embracing 

fear is essential to realize one's potential. 

2. Characters 

a. Santiago: Santiago serves as a relatable protagonist, embodying the 

universal quest for purpose. His evolution from a simple shepherd to a wise seeker 

represents the journey many undertake in pursuit of their dreams. Santiago's character 

development emphasizes themes of courage, perseverance, and self-discovery. 

b. Melchizedek: The king of Salem represents wisdom and the importance of 

guidance in the journey toward one's dreams. He introduces Santiago to the concept of 

the Personal Legend and provides him with the tools necessary to navigate his journey, 

symbolizing the importance of mentors in personal growth. 

c. The Crystal Merchant: The Crystal Merchant embodies the fear of pursuing 

dreams. Although he has aspirations of making a pilgrimage to Mecca, he chooses 

comfort and security over ambition. His character serves as a cautionary tale about the 

dangers of complacency and the consequences of ignoring one’s dreams. 

d. The Alchemist: The Alchemist represents the culmination of wisdom and 

mastery. He guides Santiago toward self-discovery and teaches him profound lessons 
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about transformation, both internal and external. The Alchemist’s character serves as a 

mentor who helps Santiago realize that true treasure lies not only in material wealth but 

also in personal growth and understanding. 

3. Symbolism 

a. The Journey: Santiago’s journey itself symbolizes the quest for self-discovery 

and the pursuit of dreams. Each location he visits—the fields of Spain, the streets of 

Tangier, the crystal shop, and the deserts of Egypt—represents different stages in his 

growth and understanding. 

b. The Sheep: Santiago's initial life as a shepherd represents comfort and 

familiarity. His decision to sell his sheep and pursue his dream symbolizes the 

willingness to leave behind the known in search of the unknown. 

c. The Pyramids: The Egyptian pyramids symbolize the ultimate goal of 

Santiago's journey—the realization of his dreams. However, the revelation that the 

treasure lies back in Spain underscores the idea that sometimes the answers we seek 

are found in our origins and that the journey itself is integral to uncovering these truths. 

d. Urim and Thummim: The stones given to Santiago by Melchizedek represent 

guidance and the importance of intuition in decision-making. They symbolize the inner 

wisdom and external signs that guide individuals on their paths. 

4. Style and Structure 

Coelho's writing style is simple yet poetic, making the philosophical themes 

accessible to a wide audience. The narrative is linear, following Santiago’s journey 

chronologically, which allows readers to engage with his development and the lessons 

he learns. The dialogue, especially between Santiago and the Alchemist, is rich with 

philosophical insights, prompting readers to reflect on their own lives and dreams. 

"The Alchemist" is not just a story about a young shepherd seeking treasure; it is 

a profound exploration of the human spirit and the pursuit of dreams. Through 

Santiago’s journey, Paulo Coelho inspires readers to listen to their hearts, confront their 

fears, and embrace the journey toward self-discovery. The novel’s enduring appeal lies 
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in its ability to resonate with anyone who has ever dared to dream, encouraging them to 

pursue their own Personal Legends and recognize the interconnectedness of all life. 

Ultimately, Coelho reminds us that the treasure we seek often lies not in material wealth 

but in the richness of our experiences and the wisdom we gain along the way. 

3.1.5 – Characters 

1. Santiago 

Role: Protagonist, Shepherd 

Description: Santiago is a young Andalusian shepherd who dreams of finding 

treasure at the Egyptian pyramids. He is initially content with his life as a shepherd, 

appreciating the simplicity and freedom it provides. However, his recurring dream 

prompts him to seek a deeper purpose and understanding of his life. 

Personality: Santiago is curious, adventurous, and introspective. He exhibits a 

strong desire to learn and grow, demonstrating resilience in the face of challenges. As 

he embarks on his journey, he evolves from a naive shepherd into a wise seeker, 

learning to trust his instincts and listen to his heart. His character embodies the quest 

for self-discovery and the importance of following one's dreams. 

Development: Throughout the novel, Santiago faces various obstacles that test 

his resolve. His encounters with different characters shape his understanding of life and 

spirituality. Ultimately, Santiago learns that the journey itself is as valuable as the 

treasure he seeks, realizing that the true treasure lies in self-discovery and personal 

growth. 

2. Melchizedek (The King of Salem) 

Role: Mentor, Guide 

Description: Melchizedek is a mysterious figure who appears early in the novel 

to guide Santiago on his journey. He introduces the concept of the Personal Legend 

and encourages Santiago to pursue his dreams. Melchizedek provides Santiago with 

two stones, Urim and Thummim, to help him make decisions along the way. 
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Personality: Melchizedek is wise, enigmatic, and insightful. He possesses a 

deep understanding of the spiritual journey and recognizes Santiago's potential. His 

character represents the archetype of the mentor, offering guidance and wisdom to 

those seeking their path. 

Impact: Melchizedek's influence on Santiago is profound; he inspires him to 

embrace the pursuit of his Personal Legend. His teachings lay the groundwork for 

Santiago's understanding of the importance of following one's dreams and trusting in 

the universe. 

3. The Crystal Merchant 

Role: Businessman, Mentor 

Description: The Crystal Merchant is a shopkeeper in Tangier who becomes 

Santiago's employer. He has a successful business selling crystal but dreams of 

making a pilgrimage to Mecca. However, he has never pursued this dream due to fear 

and complacency. 

Personality: The Crystal Merchant is practical yet somewhat resigned. He 

embodies the theme of unfulfilled potential, showcasing how fear can prevent 

individuals from pursuing their dreams. While he is knowledgeable about business, he 

lacks the courage to take risks and follow his heart. 

Development: Through his interactions with Santiago, the Crystal Merchant 

learns the importance of dreams and taking risks. Santiago's enthusiasm and innovative 

ideas help revitalize the merchant's business, prompting him to reconsider his own 

aspirations. 

4. The Englishman 

Role: Scholar, Seeker of Knowledge 

Description: The Englishman is a well-read individual Santiago meets during his 

journey across the desert. He is searching for the secrets of alchemy and is determined 

to find the Philosopher’s Stone. He carries books and represents the intellectual pursuit 

of knowledge. 
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Personality: The Englishman is knowledgeable, articulate, and somewhat 

skeptical. He is consumed by his studies and often overthinks, which contrasts with 

Santiago's intuitive approach. His character illustrates the tension between 

intellectualism and experiential learning. 

Impact: The Englishman’s obsession with knowledge serves as a foil to 

Santiago's journey. While he teaches Santiago about alchemy and the importance of 

the Soul of the World, he also highlights the limitations of purely intellectual pursuits. 

Ultimately, Santiago learns that wisdom comes not only from books but also from 

personal experience. 

5. The Alchemist 

Role: Mentor, Master Alchemist 

Description: The Alchemist is a powerful figure who guides Santiago during the 

final stages of his journey. He embodies wisdom and knowledge about the deeper 

truths of existence and alchemy. The Alchemist has transformed himself and 

understands the process of personal transformation. 

Personality: The Alchemist is mysterious, confident, and deeply spiritual. He 

possesses a profound understanding of the universe and the interconnectedness of all 

things. He challenges Santiago to confront his fears and embrace his destiny. 

Development: Under the Alchemist's mentorship, Santiago undergoes 

significant growth. The Alchemist teaches him about the importance of listening to his 

heart, recognizing omens, and understanding the Soul of the World. Through their 

journey together, Santiago learns that true mastery comes from within and that the 

journey is as important as the destination. 

6. Fatima 

Role: Love Interest, Symbol of Support 

Description: Fatima is a beautiful woman whom Santiago meets in the desert oasis of 

Al-Fayoum. She represents love and the idea of waiting for someone to fulfill their 
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dreams. Santiago falls in love with her, and their relationship symbolizes the power of 

love as both an anchor and a source of inspiration. 

Personality: Fatima is strong-willed, understanding, and supportive. She 

embodies the idea of a soulmate, encouraging Santiago to pursue his dreams even as 

she longs for him to stay. 

Impact: Fatima’s character highlights the theme of love as a motivating force. 

She represents the notion that true love does not hinder personal growth but rather 

supports it. Her belief in Santiago’s quest reinforces the idea that love can coexist with 

personal ambition. 

7. The Shepherds 

Role: Symbol of Santiago's Past 

Description: Santiago’s fellow shepherds serve as a representation of his past 

life. They symbolize comfort and the familiar, contrasting with Santiago’s quest for 

something greater. 

Impact: While the shepherds are supportive of Santiago, they also represent the 

fear of stepping outside one’s comfort zone. Their contentment with the ordinary 

underscores Santiago's desire for adventure and self-discovery. 

3.1.6 – Self-Assessment 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1. The Alchemist is a novel written by _____. 

        a) Paulo Coelho   b) Constantine   c) Abuberk    d) Santa Claus. 

2. When the story of the The Alchemist beings, the readers finds Santiago looking 

forwards to a ______ with a merchant’s daughter. 

        a) Discussion    b) meeting    c) rendezvous   d) conference   

3. The main problem is that as humans and adults, we strive to make things more 

______ than they really are. 

          a) Simple    b) essential    c) complex    d) determined   
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4. The goal of life is to live ______ with what is ordained for one, or one’s personal 

legend. 

          a) Cognizance   b) harmony    c) compliance   d) peace 

5. Our paths are pre – ordained or _____ in the words of the shopkeeper. 

          a) Maktub    b) legend    c) service    d) pattern  

6. Santiago meets _______ at the AI – Fayoum oasis. 

           a) Lyly     b) Lotus    c) Sophia    d) Fatima  

7. The first time that Santiago and Fatima see one another, Santiago feels that the ____ 

is speaking directly to him. 

           a) Soul of the world       b) Benign Being   c) Christ    d) All Souls 

8. It is a dream that first leads Santiago to pursue his ______. 

            a) End    b) life     c) journey    d) destiny  

9) It is also a _____ that sends him back. 

            a) Dream    b) plan    c) target    d) graph  

10. Santiago contends that he can learn everything he needs to know about ______ 

through his day – to – day. 

           a) Studies    b) magic    c) superstition   d) alchemy  

11. The experiences you gain in ______ your dream will make it all worthwhile. 

         a) Continuing   b) furthering    c) pursuing   d) leveling 

12. Tell your heart that the fear of _____ is worse than the suffering itself. 

          a) Suffering   b) misery    c) pain    d) struggle   

13. Santiago’s dream of the treasure provides him with a _____. 

         a) Pursuit    b) aim    c) nemesis    d) goal  

14. Narcissus drowns in a lake misses him because it could _____ itself in his eyes. 

           a)reflection    b) contemplate   c) repair    d) comeback 

15. The Englishman’s books tell the stories of all the famous _____ who dedicated their 

lives to realizing their personal legends. 

       a) Druggists   ` b) Merchants  c) technicians   d) alchemists  
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is a "Personal Legend" in The Alchemist? 

2. What recurring dream does Santiago have, and how does it influence his 

journey? 

3. Who is Melchizedek, and what role does he play in Santiago's journey? 

4. What lesson does Santiago learn from the Crystal Merchant? 

5. How does the concept of "The Soul of the World" influence Santiago’s 

understanding of the universe? 

6. What role do Urim and Thummim play in Santiago’s journey? 

7. Why is the desert an important setting in Santiago’s journey? 

8. How does Santiago change after meeting the Alchemist? 

9. What is the significance of Santiago finding the treasure back in Spain, where his 

journey began? 

10. What is the role of Fatima in the novel, and how does her love for Santiago 

shape his journey. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Sketch the Character of Santiago in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist. 

2. Sketch the Character of The alchemist in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist. 

3. Discuss the significance of the recurring motif of the Personal Legend in the novel. 

4. How does "The Alchemist" challenge conventional notions of success and fulfillment? 

5. Sketch the Character of The Englishman in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist. 

6. Sketch the Character of Fatima in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Describe the summary of Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist 

2. Write an essay on themes in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist 

3. Write an essay on Symbols in Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist 

Santiago’s Sheep 
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4. Analyze the impact of the cultural and spiritual elements depicted in "The Alchemist" 

on Santiago's journey. 

5.  Discuss the role of dreams and intuition in guiding Santiago on his quest. 

3.1.7 Check your progress 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1. a) Paulo Coelho   

2. c) Rendezvous   

3. c) Complex    

4. b) Harmony   

5. a) Maktub   

6. d) Fatima 

7. a) Soul of the world        

8. d) Destiny  

9. a) Dream    

10. d) Alchemy  

11. c) Pursuing  

12. a) Suffering  

13. d) Goal 

14.  a) Reflection   

15. d) Alchemists 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. A Personal Legend refers to one’s purpose or calling in life, which is central to 

Santiago's journey. 

2. Santiago dreams of treasure at the base of the Egyptian pyramids, which leads 

him to embark on his quest for self-discovery. 
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3. Melchizedek is the King of Salem who introduces Santiago to the concept of the 

Personal Legend and provides him with Urim and Thummim to help him along 

his journey. 

4. Santiago learns the importance of taking risks and pursuing dreams, while the 

Crystal Merchant serves as a cautionary example of fear preventing one from 

fulfilling their dreams. 

5. The Soul of the World is the spiritual force that connects all life, and Santiago 

learns to communicate with it, helping him understand the interconnectedness of 

all things. 

6. Urim and Thummim are two stones given to Santiago by Melchizedek to help 

him interpret omens, providing guidance when he feels uncertain. 

7. The desert symbolizes both the physical and spiritual challenges Santiago must 

face to grow and learn. It represents the unknown and the obstacles on the path 

to fulfilling one’s Personal Legend. 

8. Santiago gains a deeper understanding of alchemy, learns to trust his heart, and 

overcomes his fear of failure, embracing the final steps toward his Personal 

Legend. 

9. This reveals that the treasure was always within reach, symbolizing that self-

discovery and the fulfillment of dreams often lead us back to our origins with 

newfound wisdom. 

10. Fatima represents love and support. She encourages Santiago to pursue his 

Personal Legend, demonstrating that true love does not hinder personal growth 

but inspires and nurtures it. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 
 

1. Santiago, a shepherd boy from a small Andalusian town, is the protagonist of 

The Alchemist. He is determined, headstrong, and curious to learn all he can about the 

world. As a result, he resisted his parent’s desires that he become a priest and chose 

instead to work as a shepherd so that he would have the opportunity to travel 
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throughout the country. Despite his natural adventurousness, Santiago remains 

conservative and self-satisfied in many ways until he dreams of uncovering a treasure 

hidden near the pyramids in Egypt. Santiago hesitates to pursue his dream until he 

meets Melchizedek, a mysterious old man who claims to be the king of Salem. After 

Melchizedek reveals to him the magical powers of nature, Santiago becomes a willing 

spiritual seeker and sets off to fulfill his Personal Legend, the innate dream each person 

has of accomplishing their greatest desire. 

As the story progresses and Santiago comes closer to the treasure, he becomes 

more focused on his growing understanding of the mystical force that imbues 

everything, called the Soul of the World. The time he spends crossing the desert on his 

way to the pyramids teaches him to pay attention to the world around him and to see all 

of creation in his surroundings, even in a single grain of sand. The knowledge he gains 

from the desert allows him to recognize nature as a single, unified whole. His greatest 

spiritual advancement, however, comes after he meets the alchemist, who helps him to 

understand himself and to read the omens in his environment. Santiago ultimately 

learns to communicate with the wind and the sun and the Hand That Wrote All, a force 

evidently synonymous with God or Allah. 

   2. Supposedly 200 years old, the alchemist is a mysterious character and an 

extremely powerful practitioner of alchemy who resides at the Al-Fayoum oasis. Many 

in Al-Fayoum do not know of his existence, and even the tribal chieftains must request 

an audience if they wish to see him. He has among his possessions the Master Work, 

considered the ultimate goal of alchemy, which consists of the Philosopher’s Stone, 

capable of turning any metal into gold, and the Elixir of Life, able to cure all ills. In 

addition, he appears to possess magical powers. The alchemist mainly functions as a 

teacher to Santiago, though he often speaks in riddles and expects Santiago to learn 

more through experience than through verbal instruction. 

The alchemist’s teachings connect the book’s dominant metaphor of alchemy—

transforming one element into another more valuable element—to Santiago’s own 
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journey. The alchemist’s wisdom connects him to the mystical Soul of the World. This 

connection provides him with his supernatural abilities, and it allows him to guide 

Santiago on his own quest to understand the Soul of the World. Santiago, with the 

alchemist’s guidance, learns to read and communicate with the world around him, 

ultimately leading him to the treasure he seeks and to his own supernatural abilities. In 

other words, Santiago eventually undergoes his own transformation. The alchemist’s 

hands-off method of teaching, however, suggests that no direct form of instruction can 

allow someone to connect with the Soul of the World. Instead, Santiago, and in fact any 

student, must teach and transform himself by listening to his own heart and to his 

environment. 

 3. The recurring motif of the Personal Legend in Paulo Coelho's "The Alchemist" 

serves as a guiding principle and philosophical cornerstone throughout the narrative. 

Santiago, the protagonist, embarks on a journey to discover and fulfill his Personal 

Legend, a concept that encapsulates one's unique destiny or purpose in life. This motif 

holds significant meaning and serves several important purposes within the novel: 

1. Individual Destiny and Purpose: The notion of the Personal Legend 

emphasizes the idea that each person has a unique path or purpose to fulfill in 

life. It suggests that everyone is born with a specific calling or destiny that they 

are meant to pursue and fulfill. For Santiago, discovering his Personal Legend 

becomes the central focus of his journey, leading him to embark on a quest of 

self-discovery and fulfillment. 

2. Self-Discovery and Personal Growth: Santiago's pursuit of his Personal 

Legend is not merely about achieving external success or material wealth; it is 

about self-discovery and personal growth. Through his journey, Santiago learns 

important lessons about himself, confronts his fears and limitations, and 

undergoes a process of inner transformation. His quest for his Personal Legend 

becomes a journey of self-realization and enlightenment. 
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3. Listening to the Heart: The motif of the Personal Legend underscores the 

importance of listening to one's heart and intuition in navigating life's journey. 

Santiago learns to trust his instincts and follow the signs and omens that guide 

him along the way. This emphasis on intuition and inner guidance highlights the 

novel's broader theme of the interconnectedness of all things and the presence 

of a universal language that speaks to the soul. 

4. Overcoming Obstacles and Challenges: Pursuing one's Personal Legend is 

not without its challenges and obstacles. Santiago encounters numerous 

setbacks and trials on his journey, including doubt, fear, and external opposition. 

However, his commitment to his Personal Legend gives him the strength and 

resilience to persevere in the face of adversity. Through his experiences, he 

learns that obstacles are an integral part of the journey and that overcoming 

them is essential to fulfilling his destiny. 

5. Universal Relevance: While "The Alchemist" is set in a specific time and place, 

the motif of the Personal Legend holds universal relevance and resonance. It 

speaks to the human desire for purpose and meaning, regardless of cultural or 

geographical boundaries. The concept of the Personal Legend invites readers to 

reflect on their own lives and consider what their own unique destinies might be, 

encouraging introspection and self-exploration. 

The recurring motif of the Personal Legend in "The Alchemist" serves as a powerful 

symbol of individual destiny, self-discovery, and spiritual growth. It encapsulates the 

novel's central themes of following one's dreams, listening to one's heart, and 

embracing the journey of life with courage and determination. Through Santiago's quest 

for his Personal Legend, readers are invited to contemplate their own paths and 

aspirations, inspiring them to embark on their own journeys of self-realization and 

fulfilment. 

 4. "The Alchemist" challenges conventional notions of success and fulfillment by 

emphasizing the importance of inner fulfillment, spiritual growth, and the pursuit of one's 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
136 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

dreams over external achievements and material wealth. Paulo Coelho's novel presents 

a philosophical perspective that encourages readers to reevaluate traditional metrics of 

success and find deeper meaning in their lives. Here's how "The Alchemist" challenges 

conventional notions of success and fulfillment: 

1. Inner Fulfillment over External Achievements: Conventional notions of 

success often prioritize external markers such as wealth, status, and recognition. 

However, "The Alchemist" suggests that true fulfillment comes from within. 

Santiago's journey is not driven by the desire for material gain but by a quest for 

inner fulfillment and self-realization. His pursuit of his Personal Legend leads him 

to discover that true happiness and satisfaction come from following his heart 

and living in alignment with his dreams. 

2. Spiritual Growth and Self-Discovery: Instead of measuring success solely in 

terms of worldly accomplishments, "The Alchemist" emphasizes the importance 

of spiritual growth and self-discovery. Santiago's journey is a process of inner 

transformation, where he confronts his fears, discovers his strengths, and learns 

valuable lessons about life and the universe. His quest for his Personal Legend 

leads to profound insights and self-awareness, challenging readers to prioritize 

spiritual development alongside material success. 

3. Courage to Pursue Dreams: "The Alchemist" celebrates the courage to pursue 

one's dreams even in the face of uncertainty and adversity. Santiago's decision 

to leave behind the comforts of his familiar life as a shepherd and embark on a 

journey into the unknown exemplifies this courage. Coelho encourages readers 

to overcome their fears and take risks in pursuit of their aspirations, challenging 

the notion that success requires playing it safe or adhering to societal 

expectations. 

4. Embracing the Journey, Not Just the Destination: While traditional notions of 

success often focus on achieving specific goals or outcomes, "The Alchemist" 

emphasizes the importance of embracing the journey itself. Santiago's quest for 
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his Personal Legend is as much about the experiences, lessons, and growth he 

encounters along the way as it is about reaching the ultimate destination. Coelho 

encourages readers to savor the journey of life and appreciate the beauty of the 

present moment, rather than fixating solely on future achievements. 

5. Interconnectedness and Unity: "The Alchemist" challenges the individualistic 

notion of success by highlighting the interconnectedness of all things and the 

importance of unity and harmony. Santiago's journey leads him to recognize the 

interconnectedness of humanity and the universe, fostering a sense of unity and 

interconnectedness that transcends individual achievement. Coelho suggests 

that true fulfillment is found in contributing to the greater good and recognizing 

our shared humanity. 

"The Alchemist" challenges conventional notions of success and fulfillment by 

prioritizing inner fulfillment, spiritual growth, courage, and the embracing of life's 

journey. Through Santiago's quest for his Personal Legend, Paulo Coelho encourages 

readers to reevaluate their priorities and find deeper meaning and purpose in their lives 

beyond the pursuit of external achievements. 

5. In Paulo Coelho’s novel The Alchemist, the character of the Englishman is a 

pivotal figure who represents the intellectual and scholarly approach to achieving one’s 

dreams. Here is a sketch of his character: 

Appearance and Initial Impression 

The Englishman is depicted as a well-read, somewhat eccentric scholar who 

carries numerous books with him. His appearance is that of a typical intellectual, often 

absorbed in his studies and theories. 

Personality Traits 

1. Intellectual and Knowledgeable: The Englishman is deeply engrossed in the 

study of alchemy and is constantly reading. He believes in the power of books 

and theoretical knowledge to uncover the secrets of the universe. 
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2. Obsessive and Single-minded: He is highly focused on his quest to learn the 

secrets of alchemy and is determined to find the Philosopher's Stone and the 

Elixir of Life. This single-minded pursuit sometimes blinds him to other aspects of 

the journey and the world around him. 

3. Skeptical and Rational: The Englishman tends to be skeptical of anything that 

doesn't fit within his intellectual framework. He relies heavily on scientific 

methods and rational thought, often dismissing more intuitive or spiritual 

approaches. 

4. Insecure and Anxious: Despite his vast knowledge, the Englishman exhibits a 

degree of insecurity. He is anxious about finding success in his alchemical 

pursuits and doubts whether he will achieve his goals. 

Role in the Story 

The Englishman meets Santiago, the protagonist, at the caravan in the desert. 

Through their interactions, the Englishman serves as a foil to Santiago. While Santiago 

is more open to listening to his heart and learning from the world around him, the 

Englishman is rigidly focused on his books and theories. 

Influence on Santiago 

1. A Source of Knowledge: The Englishman introduces Santiago to the deeper 

aspects of alchemy, including the ideas of the Master Work and the 

Philosopher’s Stone. His extensive knowledge provides Santiago with a 

foundation in alchemical theory. 

2. Contrast and Comparison: Through his interactions with the Englishman, 

Santiago learns about the limitations of a purely intellectual approach. The 

Englishman’s struggles and eventual realization that he needs to look beyond 

books highlight the importance of balance between knowledge and experience. 

3. Catalyst for Growth: The Englishman's presence and his eventual 

acknowledgment of the limitations of book learning push Santiago further along 

his path, encouraging him to trust his own experiences and instincts more. 
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Evolution and Realization 

Throughout the story, the Englishman undergoes a subtle transformation. 

Initially, he is somewhat dismissive of Santiago's simpler, more intuitive approach to life 

and learning. However, as the journey progresses and he witnesses Santiago’s 

success in deciphering the Language of the World, he begins to realize that there are 

other ways to attain wisdom besides through books. 

Symbolism 

The Englishman symbolizes the scholarly pursuit of knowledge and the quest for 

understanding through intellectual means. His character contrasts with the more 

spiritual and experiential path that Santiago follows, highlighting the novel’s theme of 

integrating different approaches to achieve one's Personal Legend. 

The Englishman in The Alchemist serves as both a guide and a contrast to 

Santiago, illustrating the importance of balancing intellectual pursuits with spiritual and 

experiential learning. His journey underscores the novel’s message that true wisdom 

comes from a harmonious blend of knowledge, experience, and intuition. 

 6. In Paulo Coelho’s novel The Alchemist, Fatima is a pivotal character who 

represents love, faith, and the spiritual aspect of Santiago’s journey. Here is a sketch of 

her character: 

Appearance and Initial Impression 

Fatima is a beautiful young woman of the desert, introduced to Santiago at the 

oasis of Al-Fayoum. Her physical beauty and serene demeanor leave a strong 

impression on Santiago, symbolizing the allure and purity of true love. 

Personality Traits 

1. Loving and Compassionate: Fatima's love for Santiago is profound and 

selfless. She supports his quest to find his Personal Legend, even though it 

means being apart from him. 

2. Patient and Understanding: She exhibits great patience, understanding the 

nature of Santiago’s journey and the importance of his quest. Her ability to wait 
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for Santiago demonstrates her deep faith in their love and in the workings of the 

universe. 

3. Spiritual and Intuitive: Fatima is deeply connected to the spiritual essence of 

the desert. She understands the ways of the desert and believes in the 

importance of following one’s dreams and destiny. 

4. Strong and Independent: Despite her deep love for Santiago, Fatima remains 

strong and independent. She is rooted in her own identity and the culture of the 

oasis, showing that she is not defined solely by her love for Santiago.  

Role in the Story 

Fatima meets Santiago at the oasis when he is searching for guidance on his 

quest. Their encounter is brief but profoundly impacts Santiago’s journey. Fatima's role 

is that of a soul mate who supports and inspires Santiago, providing him with the 

emotional strength to pursue his dreams. 

Influence on Santiago 

1. Motivational Force: Fatima's love and support give Santiago the emotional 

strength and motivation to continue his quest. Her belief in him reinforces his 

own faith in his journey. 

2. Symbol of True Love: Fatima embodies the concept of true love that 

transcends physical presence. Her willingness to wait for Santiago illustrates that 

true love is about supporting each other’s dreams and personal growth. 

3. Spiritual Guidance: Fatima’s understanding of the desert and its ways offers 

Santiago a deeper connection to the spiritual aspects of his journey. Her 

presence helps him realize that love is a vital part of his quest for the Personal 

Legend. 

Evolution and Realization 

Fatima remains a constant figure of love and faith throughout the novel. While 

Santiago undergoes various trials and transformations, Fatima’s character is more 
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static, symbolizing the enduring and unchanging nature of true love. She evolves in 

Santiago’s eyes from a beautiful woman to a spiritual guide and motivator. 

 

Symbolism 

Fatima symbolizes the quintessence of true love—pure, selfless, and supportive. 

She represents the idea that true love does not hinder one's personal journey but rather 

enhances and enriches it. Her character also symbolizes the spiritual rewards that 

come from following one’s heart and destiny. 

Key Interactions 

 Meeting at the Oasis: Santiago and Fatima’s initial meeting marks a significant 

turning point in Santiago’s journey, adding a new dimension to his quest. 

 Support and Separation: Fatima supports Santiago’s decision to leave the oasis 

and pursue his Personal Legend, despite the pain of separation. This highlights 

the selflessness of her love. 

Conclusion 

Fatima in The Alchemist is a symbol of pure, selfless love and unwavering faith. 

Her character supports and enriches Santiago’s journey, providing him with the 

emotional and spiritual strength to pursue his Personal Legend. Through Fatima, Paulo 

Coelho illustrates that true love is not a hindrance to personal growth and fulfilment but 

a crucial element that supports and enhances the journey toward one’s dreams. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Believe in your dream: 

A shepherd boy, Santiago, sets off from his home in Andalusia for a nearby 

village, Tarifa, in the southernmost part of Spain. There he meets a gypsy woman and 

tells her about a dream he has each time he sleeps underneath an old sycamore tree. 

In the dream, a child plays with Santiago's sheep and reveals that buried treasure 

awaits Santiago at the Egyptian pyramids. The gypsy, hearing Santiago describe his 
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dream, encourages him to set out at once in search of the treasure in Egypt. But the 

boy has no way to get there.  

While roaming the village streets, Santiago meets a curious, mystical old man, 

Melchizedek, who claims to be the king of Salem. At first Santiago doesn't believe him, 

but the old man eventually gains the boy's trust and convinces him to sell his flock and 

travel to Egypt. There, Melchizedek says, the boy will find not a buried treasure but his 

"Personal Legend" (his destiny).   

The Journey:  

Santiago departs for Egypt, stopping on his way in the Moroccan city of Tangier. 

A thief steals his money, and Santiago has no choice but to stay in Tangier and find a 

job. He takes a position with a crystal merchant at a shop in a crowded marketplace.  

Santiago learns a great deal about business while working with the crystal 

merchant. He takes risks and thinks outside the box, which enables him to earn a great 

deal of money in only a year. Intent on reaching the pyramids, however, he trades his 

earnings for the chance to join a caravan and cross the Sahara Desert.  

In the caravan he meets an Englishman who is on his way to learn the secrets of the 

alchemy trade from a 200-year-old master alchemist. The Englishman and Santiago 

form a friendship and teach each other valuable lessons about learning and knowledge. 

Although the Englishman favors book learning, Santiago prefers to learn from firsthand 

experience.  

Santiago and Fatima Fell in love: 

Tribal warfare in the desert forces the caravan to stay for an extended period at 

the oasis of Al-Fayoum. Here Santiago meets Fatima, a woman of the desert and a 

native of Al-Fayoum. They soon fall in love. While walking through the desert one day, 

Santiago envisions the oasis under attack by the tribes at war in the surrounding area 

and decides to warn the chieftains. Consequently, the residents of Al-Fayoum prepare 

for the attack and effectively defend themselves against the hostile tribes.  
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Works under master: 

The master alchemist hears about Santiago's vision and appears one night to 

test the boy's inner strength and awareness. Santiago impresses the alchemist, who 

decides to take him under his wing. Eventually, the alchemist persuades the boy to 

leave the oasis and Fatima to pursue his Personal Legend, much as Melchizedek 

advised years earlier. The two set off together for the Egyptian pyramids.  

Power of Santiago: 

On their journey, the alchemist continues to share knowledge, revealing that the 

Soul of the World is the interconnection that exists among all living things. As the two 

near the pyramids, however, they face another obstacle, as Arab soldiers attack and 

capture them. The alchemist offers the attackers all of Santiago's money and warns that 

the boy is a formidable alchemist who—within three days—will transform himself into 

the wind.  

Santiago is at a loss as to how to make this happen. He fears the worst but 

spends the next three days reflecting on and contemplating the interactions between 

the sun, wind, and sand in the desert. Nearing his deadline, he convinces the sun and 

wind to form an enormous sandstorm—and then disappears, only to reappear in the 

proximity of the soldiers after the storm dies down. Consequently, the soldiers believe in 

his unique power and release the boy and the alchemist, who continue on their journey.  

The Search: 

The alchemist and Santiago stop along the way at a Coptic monastery, where 

the alchemist demonstrates how to use an alchemist's tool called the Philosopher's 

Stone to turn lead into gold. He gives the boy a portion of the gold he creates, and the 

two part ways. When Santiago reaches the base of the pyramids, he immediately starts 

digging for the buried treasure. Two men notice and harass and beat Santiago, who 

explains what he's doing by relaying his dream of the treasure buried at the pyramids. 

The men interpret Santiago's talk as nonsense and decide he isn't worth their time. 

Attempting to prove the meaninglessness of Santiago's story, one of the men shares his 
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own dream of a buried treasure in Spain. He says the treasure lies hidden at the roots 

of a sycamore tree, "near a ruined church where shepherds and their sheep slept."  

Conclusion: 

Hearing this, Santiago realizes that his treasure isn't at the pyramids—it's back in 

Andalusia. He sets off for his homeland, where he finds a trove of jewels and gold 

buried beneath the sycamore tree, just as the man's dream foretold. Santiago vows to 

return with the treasure to the woman he loves, Fatima, at the oasis of Al-Fayoum. "I'm 

coming, Fatima," he says.  

2. Dreams (Sleeping) 

It is a dream that first leads Santiago to pursue his destiny. It is also a dream 

(although someone else's dream) that sends him back.  

Santiago dreams of a child showing him a treasure at the base of the Pyramids; 

when we first read of the dream, we are led to believe that Santiago has had it before. 

When he tells the gypsy of Tarifa and Melchizedek about this dream, they both implore 

him to follow it, because, they argue, dreams are the language in which the Universe 

speaks. At the end of the book, it is the dream of the robber–which was the exact 

inverse of Santiago's dream, showing the treasure at the abandoned church–that sends 

Santiago back to Spain and to the treasure. The theme of dreams is linked, then, with 

the theme of fate, since dreams are the way in which people come to know their 

destiny.  

Love 

When the story of The Alchemist begins, the reader finds Santiago looking 

forward to a rendezvous with a merchant's daughter he met the previous year. As soon 

as he is convinced to go in search of his treasure, however, Santiago forgets all about 

the girl. Then he meets Fatima at the Al-Fayoum oasis, and thinks about giving up his 

quest to be with her. The difference between the two cases is two-fold.  

First, what Santiago felt for the merchant girl was not love. It was merely an 

attraction that had no spiritual element to it. For this reason it was very easy for 
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Santiago to shrug her off and continue with his fate. In the case of Fatima, though, 

everything is different. The first time that Santiago and Fatima see one another, 

Santiago feels that the Soul of the World is speaking directly to him. Secondly, Fatima 

does not encourage Santiago to abandon his Personal Legend. It is for this reason that 

Fatima's love does not prevent him from pursuing his fate. Since Fatima is part of 

Santiago's fate, she does not stand in the way of his Personal Legend. This is the 

fundamental difference between true love and all other love and one of the main 

themes of The Alchemist - namely, that true love never gets in the way of living one's 

life to the fullest. If one has to choose between a Personal Legend and love then that 

love is not true love after all. 

Fate 

One of the fundamental themes of The Alchemist is that our paths are pre-

ordained or maktub, in the words of the shopkeeper. The goal of life is to live in 

harmony with what is ordained for one, or one's Personal Legend; happiness depends 

upon this harmony. Ostensibly, we all once knew, as children, what our Personal 

Legends were. The main problem is that as humans and adults, we strive to make 

things more complex than they really are. In the text of The Alchemist, this problem is 

mirrored by the experience Santiago has with alchemy. While traveling through the 

desert with the Englishman, Santiago reads several books about the secrets of 

alchemy. The books claim that the original secret of alchemy could be written in a single 

sentence, but that mankind had made its explanations of that secret so convoluted that 

they could not be understood by anyone. Santiago rejects this and contends that he can 

learn everything he needs to know about alchemy through his day-to-day life.  

Unity 

The unity of all existence can be traced as a theme through two main aspects of 

the narrative. First, as Coelho describes it, the Soul of the World unites us all - people, 

plants, rocks and elements. Second, that there is no significant difference between the 

different religions of the world. In the narrative of The Alchemist, this unity of humans 
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and the natural world is pointed out several times. One example is the Alchemist's 

assertion that even material elements have a Personal Legend. The reason that 

alchemists can turn any metal into gold is because it is the Personal Legend of that 

common metal to become gold. Alchemists help elements achieve their Personal 

Legends in much the same way as the Alchemist helps Santiago realize his own 

Legend. This unity with the natural world can also be seen when Santiago converses 

with the wind, the desert and, finally, the one hand which wrote everything. This, the 

reader is to understand, is God.  

Selfishness 

The book opens with a prologue which retells the story of Narcissus, bringing the 

question of selfishness to the fore. In the traditional telling of the story of Narcissus, 

Narcissus drowns in a lake because he is so enamored with his own reflection that he 

falls in. In the prologue's unique retelling, it is revealed that while Narcissus was selfish, 

the lake in which Narcissus drowned was also selfish. After Narcissus' death, the lake 

misses him because it could contemplate itself in his eyes. This already tells the reader 

that the theme of selfishness will not be treated in a one-sided, moralizing manner.  

Selfishness reappears in the form of the Personal Legend. The Personal Legend 

is something which a person truly desires with all of his/her heart. The novel suggests 

that the only thing that is important in life is to pursue this dream at whatever cost. Often 

this means avoiding things which are not conducive to achieving this dream. In the case 

of Santiago, this means leaving his familial home. It also means that any love which he 

experiences must not get in the way of his Personal Legend.  

Dreams (Aspirations) 

Dreams in the sense of "goals" or "aspirations" also constitute a major theme. 

Santiago's dream of the treasure provides him with a goal; Santiago resolves to find the 

treasure, and by his decision to pursue this goal he is able to realize his Personal 

Legend. Thus, Coelho plays with the dual (and of course linked) meanings of the word 

"dream", as both visions during slumber and far-reaching objectives. In this sense, the 
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message of The Alchemist could be described as follows: everyone needs a dream. 

The vulnerable periods of Santiago's journey are when he has no clearly defined goal. 

This is true when he finishes working at the crystal shop, as well as when he 

contemplates staying at the oasis with Fatima. Both times he thinks about desisting, but 

winds up carrying on unswayed. 

As a counterpoint, we can think of the shopkeeper, who is afraid to realize his 

dream of going to Mecca. He does not want to achieve his dream because he feels that 

it is the only thing keeping him looking forward to the future. Santiago tries to show him 

that if it is his destiny, he has no choice but to seek it out, or else he is not living. In this 

way, The Alchemist is not about what one should dream, but merely that one should 

dream. 

3. Santiago’s Sheep 

Santiago’s sheep symbolize the sort of existence lived by those who are 

completely blind to their Personal Legends. Santiago loves his sheep, but he also 

expresses thinly veiled disrespect for them because of their animal desires for mere 

food and water. He thinks that his sheep do not appreciate all the wonderful lands that 

Santiago discovers during his travels. Also, in a disturbing image, he imagines that his 

sheep are so blindly trusting that he could kill them one by one without noticing them. 

These sheep symbolize the characters in the book like the baker and the crystal 

merchant who do not pursue their Personal Legends. Like the sheep, these characters 

content themselves with their material desires and social acceptance. Accordingly, they 

lose the ability to appreciate certain aspects of creation, and tend to miss out on many 

opportunities because of their limited perspectives. 

Alchemy 

Alchemy, in which a base metal is transformed into a more valuable metal like 

gold, functions as the dominant symbol in The Alchemist and represents Santiago’s 

journey to achieve his Personal Legend. The symbol also gives the novel its title. The 

Alchemist describes the process of turning base metal to gold as equivalent to the base 
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metal realizing its Personal Legend. The way a person learns the craft of alchemy 

parallels the way in which a person achieves his Personal Legend. As the alchemist 

tells Santiago, although many tomes have been written about alchemy, these books 

only complicate the craft. In fact, all the secrets of alchemy exist on the small Emerald 

Tablet, and these secrets cannot be expressed in words. The person must follow his 

own instincts and the omens provided by the Soul of the World. The alchemist chooses 

Santiago as his pupil rather than the Englishman largely because Santiago does not 

depend on books and reason to understand the world. By listening to the Soul of the 

World, Santiago ultimately enters into communion with all of nature, including the wind 

and the sun, and he reaches a higher state of being. 

The Desert  

The desert, with its harsh conditions and tribal wars, symbolizes the serious 

difficulties that await anyone in pursuit of their Personal Legend, but it also serves as an 

important teacher to Santiago during his journey to the pyramids. As the alchemist puts 

it, tests are an inherent part of all Personal Legends, because they are necessary to 

create spiritual growth. More than the desert heat, the desert’s silence, emptiness, and 

monotony test Santiago. As Santiago learns, however, even the desert, despite 

appearing barren, contains life and the Soul of the World. Santiago begins to 

understand his environment, and to see the signs of life in what seems to be a 

wasteland. Eventually he learns to recognize all of creation in a single grain of sand, 

and in the greatest test he faces during the book, he finds he is able to enlist the desert 

in his effort to become the wind. 

4. "The Alchemist" by Paulo Coelho is rich with cultural and spiritual elements that 

profoundly impact Santiago's journey of self-discovery and fulfillment. These elements 

shape Santiago's understanding of the world, guide his actions, and catalyze his 

transformation throughout the novel. Here's an analysis of the impact of cultural and 

spiritual elements on Santiago's journey: 
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1. Cultural Diversity and Learning: Santiago's journey takes him across diverse 

landscapes, each with its own cultural traditions and beliefs. From the pastoral 

setting of Andalusia to the bustling markets of Tangier and the mystical allure of 

the Egyptian desert, Santiago encounters people from different backgrounds and 

cultures. These encounters expose him to a variety of perspectives and 

teachings, broadening his understanding of the world and enriching his spiritual 

journey. 

2. The Language of the World: One of the central spiritual elements in "The 

Alchemist" is the concept of the "Language of the World," a universal language 

that communicates through signs, omens, and intuition. Santiago learns to 

interpret the language of the world through his encounters and experiences, 

guiding him on his quest for his Personal Legend. This spiritual connection to the 

universe deepens Santiago's sense of purpose and strengthens his resolve to 

follow his dreams. 

3. Omens and Signs: Throughout Santiago's journey, he encounters numerous 

omens and signs that provide guidance and direction. These omens often 

manifest in the form of recurring symbols, dreams, and chance encounters with 

people and animals. Santiago learns to recognize and interpret these omens as 

messages from the universe, helping him navigate the challenges and obstacles 

he faces. The spiritual significance of these omens reinforces Santiago's belief in 

the interconnectedness of all things and the presence of a higher power guiding 

his path. 

4. Teachings of the Alchemist: The Alchemist character embodies spiritual 

wisdom and mastery of the mystical arts. Through his teachings and guidance, 

Santiago learns about the principles of alchemy, the importance of listening to 

one's heart, and the transformative power of faith and perseverance. The 

Alchemist imparts valuable lessons about the nature of reality and the 
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interconnectedness of the physical and spiritual worlds, empowering Santiago to 

embrace his journey with courage and conviction. 

5. Fatima's Influence: Santiago's relationship with Fatima, a woman he meets on 

his journey, also plays a significant role in his spiritual development. Fatima 

embodies wisdom, patience, and unconditional love, serving as a source of 

inspiration and support for Santiago. Her presence reinforces Santiago's belief in 

the power of love and the interconnectedness of souls, guiding him towards 

greater self-awareness and spiritual fulfillment. 

6. Unity of All Creation: As Santiago progresses on his journey, he comes to 

recognize the unity and interconnectedness of all creation. He learns that 

everything in the universe is interconnected and that each individual plays a 

unique role in the larger tapestry of existence. This realization deepens 

Santiago's sense of purpose and belonging, instilling in him a profound 

reverence for the interconnected web of life. 

The cultural and spiritual elements depicted in "The Alchemist" profoundly impact 

Santiago's journey by shaping his understanding of the world, guiding his actions, and 

catalyzing his spiritual growth. From the universal language of signs and omens to the 

teachings of the Alchemist and the influence of Fatima's love, these elements provide 

Santiago with the guidance and inspiration he needs to fulfill his Personal Legend and 

discover his true destiny. Through Santiago's journey, readers are invited to explore 

their own spiritual paths and embrace the interconnectedness of all creation. 

5. In "The Alchemist" by Paulo Coelho, dreams and intuition play a pivotal role in 

guiding Santiago on his quest for his Personal Legend. Santiago's journey is deeply 

intertwined with his ability to interpret his dreams and follow his intuition, which serve as 

powerful sources of guidance and insight throughout the narrative. Here's an analysis of 

the role of dreams and intuition in Santiago's journey: 

1. Initiating the Quest: Santiago's journey begins with a recurring dream he has 

while sleeping under a sycamore tree in Andalusia. In this dream, he sees a child 
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urging him to seek treasure at the base of the Egyptian pyramids. This prophetic 

dream serves as the catalyst for Santiago's quest, igniting his curiosity and 

setting him on a path of self-discovery and adventure. 

2. Interpreting Omens and Signs: Throughout his journey, Santiago encounters 

various omens and signs that provide guidance and direction. These omens 

often manifest in the form of recurring symbols, chance encounters with people 

and animals, or intuitive insights. Santiago learns to interpret these omens as 

messages from the universe, guiding him towards his Personal Legend and 

helping him navigate the challenges he faces along the way. 

3. Listening to the Heart: Central to Santiago's journey is his ability to listen to his 

heart and trust his intuition. Despite external doubts and obstacles, Santiago 

learns to tune into his inner voice and follow the path that resonates with his 

deepest desires and aspirations. His intuition serves as a guiding compass, 

leading him towards experiences and encounters that are aligned with his 

Personal Legend. 

4. Overcoming Doubt and Fear: Santiago's journey is not without moments of 

doubt and fear, but his connection to his dreams and intuition helps him 

overcome these obstacles. When faced with uncertainty or adversity, Santiago 

learns to rely on his inner wisdom and trust that the universe is guiding him 

towards his destiny. His dreams and intuition give him the courage and resilience 

to persevere in pursuit of his goals. 

5. Deepening Spiritual Connection: As Santiago progresses on his journey, his 

connection to his dreams and intuition deepens, leading to a greater sense of 

spiritual awareness and alignment. He comes to understand that his dreams are 

not just random occurrences but reflections of his soul's deepest desires and 

aspirations. By listening to his intuition and following the guidance of his dreams, 

Santiago aligns himself with the flow of the universe and embraces his true 

purpose. 
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6. Fulfilling the Personal Legend: Ultimately, Santiago's ability to interpret his 

dreams and trust his intuition leads him to fulfill his Personal Legend. His journey 

is a testament to the power of listening to one's inner voice and following the 

guidance of the universe. Santiago's success is not just the result of external 

effort but of inner alignment and spiritual attunement. 

Dreams and intuition play a vital role in guiding Santiago on his quest for his 

Personal Legend in "The Alchemist." Santiago's ability to interpret his dreams and trust 

his intuition serves as a powerful tool for navigating the challenges of his journey, 

overcoming doubt and fear, and ultimately fulfilling his destiny. Through Santiago's 

experience, readers are reminded of the importance of listening to their own inner 

wisdom and trusting in the guidance of their dreams and intuition on their own paths of 

self-discovery and fulfillment. 
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UNIT IV LANGUAGE COMPETENCY 

4.1 HOMONYMS, HOMOPHONES, HOMOGRAPHS, 

PORTMANTEAU WORDS 

A) HOMONYMS 

4.1.1 – About Homonyms 

Definition 

 Homonyms are words that share the same spelling or pronunciation but have 

different meanings. The term "homonym" is derived from the Greek words homo (same) 

and onyma (name), which together mean "same name." Homonyms can be confusing 

because they either look or sound identical, even though their meanings and uses in 

sentences are distinct. 

Types of Homonyms 

Just like homophones, homonyms also fall into different categories based on 

whether they share the same pronunciation, spelling, or both. Homonyms can be 

broadly classified into two types: 

1. Homographs (Same Spelling, Different Meanings) 

2. Homophones (Same Pronunciation, Different Meanings) 

1. Homographs 

Homographs are words that share the same spelling but differ in meaning and 

sometimes in pronunciation. 

 Examples: 

o Bat 

 Bat (a flying mammal) 

 Bat (an implement used in sports) 

o Lead 

 Lead (to guide or direct) 
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 Lead (a type of metal) 

o Row 

 Row (a line of objects) 

 Row (an argument or dispute) 

o Tear 

 Tear (to rip something) 

 Tear (a drop of liquid from the eye) 

Usage Context: 

            Although spelled the same, homographs have different meanings depending on 

their context. For instance, the word "lead" can refer to the action of guiding, as in "He 

will lead the team," or to a heavy metal, as in "The pipes are made of lead." This 

distinction is usually clarified by the surrounding words and sentence structure. 

2. Homophones 

          Homophones are words that sound the same when spoken but have different 

meanings and often different spellings. Homophones, which were explained in the initial 

document, are actually a subset of homonyms. 

 Examples: 

o Sea (large body of water) vs. see (to perceive with the eyes) 

o Right (correct) vs. write (to form letters or words) 

o Flour (powder used in baking) vs. flower (a plant blossom) 

o Whole (complete) vs. hole (an opening) 

Homophones are essential to master, as they can easily cause confusion in both writing 

and speech due to their identical pronunciation despite having distinct meanings. 

Distinction between Homonyms and Homophones 

While homophones fall under the umbrella of homonyms, not all homonyms are 

homophones. Homophones sound the same but may not be spelled the same (e.g., "to" 

and "too"). Homographs, on the other hand, are a form of homonyms where the spelling 

is the same, but pronunciation or meaning differs. 
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For example: 

 Homophones: 

"Buy" (purchase) and "by" (preposition) sound the same but are spelled 

differently and have different meanings. 

 Homographs: 

"Tear" (rip) and "tear" (eye drop) are spelled the same, but pronounced 

differently and have different meanings. 

3. Homonyms in Phrases 

Just like homophones, homonyms can also appear in phrases, where a phrase or 

expression might sound like another with a different meaning. 

 Examples: 

o For all intents and purposes vs. For all intensive purposes 

(The correct expression is "for all intents and purposes.") 

o Piece of cake (something easy) vs. Peace of cake (nonsensical, though 

sounds the same) 

These phrases sound alike but have very different meanings, reinforcing the importance 

of context in determining the correct usage. 

4. Homonyms with Different Grammar Functions 

Some homonyms have the same spelling and pronunciation but serve different 

grammatical functions, making them challenging for learners. 

 Examples: 

o Bear 

 As a verb: Bear (to carry or endure) 

 As a noun: Bear (the animal) 

o Lie 

 As a verb: Lie (to recline) 

 As a verb: Lie (to tell an untruth) 
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In these cases, the word serves multiple grammatical purposes, and understanding the 

context of a sentence is crucial to interpreting the correct meaning. 

Importance of Understanding Homonyms 

Understanding homonyms is vital for effective communication in English, as the 

same word can carry different meanings depending on how it’s used in a sentence. 

Homonyms can create ambiguity if not carefully managed, especially in written 

language. For example, a sentence like "I saw a bear near the house" could either refer 

to witnessing an animal or to enduring something near a house, depending on 

interpretation. 

Conclusion 

Homonyms, whether homophones or homographs, enrich the English language 

but also present unique challenges. By carefully considering context, pronunciation, and 

spelling, one can navigate the subtle differences between these words. A deep 

understanding of homonyms enables clearer communication and helps avoid 

misunderstandings that arise from their dual meanings. 

Summary of Homonym Types: 

 Homographs: Same spelling, different meanings (e.g., lead as a verb and a 

noun). 

 Homophones: Same sound, different meanings, and often different spellings 

(e.g., sea and see). 

 Homonyms in Phrases: Phrases that sound similar but have distinct meanings. 

 Homonyms with Different Grammar Functions: Words that can serve as 

different parts of speech depending on the context (e.g., bear as a noun and 

verb). 
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4.1.2 – Self-Assessment 

 Exercises: 

Fill in the blanks with the most appropriate homonym in the following sentences. 

1. The Queen honoured the brave_____________.(knight/night) 

2. This dress _____________to be the perfect fit for Mary. (seems/seam) 

3. This____________of the brave Queen goes back to a thousand ages. (tale/tail) 

4. There was a______ in my shoe. (whole/hole) 

5. I can come to your house_____________. (later/latter) 

6. This perfume has a strong_________ (cent/scent) 

7. Will she be able to _________the pain? (bear) 

8.______your work, you should do it on your own. (its/It's)  

9. Tina will ________ the prize tomorrow. (except/accept)  

10. The dog has been____ (bark) Ans:barking  

B) HOMOPHONES 

 Exercises: 

I. Fill in the blanks by choosing the right homophone from the homophone pairs 

given in brackets in the following sentences. 

1. We saw a _________(bear/bare) on our way to Ooty. 

2. This cupboard is made of_______ (steal/steel) 

3. The_____ (soul/sole) purpose of this visit was to resolve the issues between us. 

4. I___________(sell/cell) second-hand cars for a living. 

5. We booked the upper__________(berth/birth) for our trip. 

6. Did you________(caste/cast) your votes? 

7. Can you please give us a __________(brake/break)? 

8. Does the class have a smart________(bored/board)? 

9. Do you have the________(flour/flower) to make cookies? 
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10. Everyday, my sister wakes up at ________ (eight/ate) in the morning. 

 

II. Fill in the blanks using the right choice given in brackets. 

1. Get up my ______ (sun / son).  

2. You ______ (ought / aught) to have said it long ago.  

3.  (Buoys / Boys) ______ float on the sea to warn ships of danger.  

4. He skidded because he did not apply the ______  (brake / break).  

5. We must try our best to ______  (caste / cast) away all prejudices.  

6. I did not have the ______ (hart / heart).  

7. The  ______ (hair / hare) has a short tail.  

8. The flesh of Kangaroo sells very ______ (deer / dear).  

9. He told me the ______ (tail / tale) of a fox.  

10. The travelers had a terrible journey through the ______ (torturous / tortuous) road. 

11. The children have been playing for ______  (two / too). 

12. What is the ______ (prize / price) of it.  

13. Please ______ (pray / prey) for me.  

14. We ______ (peel / peal) the orange with a knife.  

15. Please ______ (pass / pause) for a while.  

16. The time is half ______ (passed / past) ten.  

17. Her face became ______ (pale / pall) because of fear.  

18.  (Ore / Oar) ______  is used to row the boat.  

19.  (Led / Lead) ______ is a heavy metal.  

20. Every airport has a ______ (hanger / hangar). 

21. There is a ______ (whole / hole) in the bucket.  

22. The strength for Achilles was on his ______ (heal / heel). 

23. If you want to reach God you have to (forgo / forego) worldly pleasures.  

24.  (Fowl / Foul) ______ bird does not fly in the air.  

25. She narrated series of ______ (discrete / discreet) events. 
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III. Fill in the blanks using the right choice given in brackets.  

1. Nobody can ______ what I tell ______ (hear/here)                       ANS: (hear / here) 
2. ______ desires in our village to become a ______ (nun/none)      ANS: (none/ nun)  
3. She brushed away her ______ when she learnt her booking was confirmed in three 
______ A/c.(tear/tier)                                                                                       ANS:  (tear 
/tier) 
4. ______ how the ______ is tumultuous (sea/see)                             ANS: (see/sea) 
5. ______        ______ you till now?(were/where)                             ANS:  (Where/ 
Were) 
6. I have not ______ the ______ cover book till now. (red/read)        ANS:  (read/ red) 
7. The house ______ was ______ to work for many hours without rest.(made/maid)        
ANS:  (maid/made) 
8. They ______ at the market where they buy ______ (meat/meet)         ANS: (meet/ 
meat) 
9. Last ______ she was ______(weak/week)                                             ANS: (week/ 
weak) 
10. ______ people cannot show the ______ way to success. (idle/ideal)   ANS: (Ideal/ 
idle) 
 

IV. Fill in the blanks using the right choice given in brackets. 

1. ______ and ______ are related subjects. (Astrology/ Astronomy)              

  ANS: (Astronomy/astrology) 

2. She said, “I shall not ______ before I ______ ( dye / die)                                                  

ANS:(dye / die) 

3. She ........ on a ....... which was paved with flowers. (road/ Rode)                                    

ANS: (Rode/road) 

4. The ______ of animals have never ______ such a melodious music. 

(Herd/heard)       ANS: (Herd/heard) 

5. A ______ teacher is always ______ of the needs of the learners. 

(Conscientious / conscious)   ANS: (Conscientious / conscious) 

6. The ______ he took ______ him. (ails/ale)                                                                             

ANS: (ale/ails) 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
161 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Japan, an ______ country, has a ______ population too. 

(Industrious/ industrious)    ANS: (industrious / industrious) 

8. ______ people cannot show the ______ way to success. (ideal/ idle)                          

ANS :(idle/ideal) 

9. There was a ______ on his dying face as he ______ his will. 

(Signed/shine)                ANS:(Shine/signed) 

10. ______ people, at times, have ______ fears. (imaginative/imaginary)    

ANS: (Imaginative / imaginary) 

B) HOMOPHONES 

4.1.3 – About Homophones 

Homophones are words that are pronounced the same but differ in meaning, 

spelling, or both. Here are the types of homophones: 

1. Homophones with Different Spellings and Meanings 

These are the most common type of homophones. They sound the same but are 

spelled differently and have different meanings. 

 Examples: 

o Two, to, too: 

 Two (the number) 

 To (preposition) 

 Too (also or excessively) 

o Their, there, they're: 

 Their (possessive form of they) 

 There (in that place) 

 They're (contraction of they are) 

o Sea, see: 

 Sea (a large body of saltwater) 

 See (to perceive with the eyes) 
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2. Homophones with the Same Spelling but Different Meanings 

These homophones are spelled the same but have different meanings depending on 

the context. 

 Examples: 

 Bat: 

 Bat (an implement used in sports like baseball) 

 Bat (a nocturnal flying mammal) 

 Lie: 

 Lie (to recline) 

 Lie (an untruth) 

3. Homophones with Different Grammar Functions 

These homophones sound the same but serve different grammatical purposes. 

 Examples: 

 Lead: 

 Lead (to guide, verb) 

 Lead (a type of metal, noun) 

 Bear: 

 Bear (to carry or support, verb) 

 Bear (the animal, noun) 

4. Homophones in Phrases 

These are phrases where the entire phrase sounds the same as another, but they 

have different meanings. 

 Examples: 

 For all intents and purposes and for all intensive purposes (though the 

second is a common misheard version of the first) 

 Peace on earth and piece on earth 

Summary of Homophones Types: 

1. Homophones with Different Spellings and Meanings: "Two", "to", "too". 
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2. Homophones with the Same Spelling but Different Meanings: "Bat" (animal 

vs. sports equipment). 

3. Homophones with Different Grammar Functions: "Lead" (to guide vs. metal). 

4. Homophones in Phrases: "Peace on earth" vs. "piece on earth". 

4.1.4 – Self-Assessment 

Exercise: 

Fill in the blanks with suitable words:  

1. All ______ Mr Khan will ______ the proposal. (accept, except)                              

ANS: (except, accept)  

2. Kindly ______ if the ______ has been signed. (check, cheque)                                

ANS: (check, cheque)  

3. Soon after I gave him the next ______ of the medicine, he began to ___(dose, doze)      

ANS: (dose, doze)  

4. The wound on her ______ took a long time to ______. (heel,heal)                                   

ANS: (heel, heal)  

5. I ______ that a meeting is going to take place ______(here,hear)                                    

ANS:(hear, here)  

6. The ______ of our school is a man of ______    (principal, principle)               

ANS:(principal, principle)  

7. Priyanka ate ______ mangoes, so she is now suffering from a ______ throat. 

(sore,sour)ANS:(sour, sore)  

8. The thieves could not ______ the jewellery because it was lying in a ______ locked 

almirah. (steel,steal) 

ANS: (steal, steel)  

9. Here is an interesting ______ about a fox that lost its ______  (tail,tale)                              

ANS:(tale, tail)  
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10. ______ are three bedrooms in ______ house. (there,their)                                           

ANS:(there, their)  

 

II. Identify the homophone that best fits the sentence 

1.My parents________ (allowed/aloud) me to watch a move with my friend. 

2. I had _______ (eight/ate) dollars left to play video games. 

3. I kept getting a________ (not/knot) in my shoe after my basketball game. 

4. My favourite team had __________(one/won) the world series. 

5. We stayed at the _____(in/inn) overnight. 

6. My mom waited for the _________(sale/sail) at the store before she went shopping, 

7. My friend Sarika has____ (red/read) hair. 

8. I felt________ (week/weak) after I worked the whole day. 

 

III. Fill in the blanks with homophones to complete the sentences. 

1. a. In the wake of the government’s economic policy, a wave  of _________ swept the 

country. (ANS: Strikes) 

b. it is not safe to venture outside the building when lightening _____ (ANS:strikes.) 

2. a. I feel lamina better __________ of mind today. (ANS: Practice) 

b. You should ______ clearly whatever you have in your mind. (ANS: Practice) 

3. a. The management took a _________ right decision by brining in the new policy 

regarding maternity leave. (ANS: right) 

b. You need to take a _____ turn from the park. (ANS: right) 

4. a. Anil goes to the_______ for his evening walks. (ANS: park) 

b. I didn’t get any place to _____ my car. (ANS: park) 

5. a. Jyoti works for a reputed law ______ in Redmond. (ANS: firm) 

b. I have a ______ belief in God. (ANS: firm) 

IV. Select the correct words from the list given below: 

1. The _________ of a snow clad mountain is exciting. 
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a.Site b. Cite    c. sight d. None of these 

2. I _______ him very well. 

a. know   b. No c. now          d. none of these 

3. His legal _____ is Sheela. 

a. Hare       b. heir c. hair         d. here 

4. Raman was ________ by the English King. 

a. knighted b. nighed c. knitted d. None of these 

  5. The king died __________.  

a. Hareless  b.Heirless c. Hairless d. Airless 

 

C.HOMOGRAPHS 

4.1.5 – Self-Assessment 

Homographs are words that are spelled the same but have different meanings, 

and sometimes different pronunciations. Here are the types of homographs: 

1. Homographs with the Same Pronunciation but Different Meanings 

These words are spelled the same and pronounced the same, but they have 

different meanings depending on the context. 

Examples: 

                           Bat: 

                                    Bat (a flying mammal) 

                                   Bat (an implement used in sports like baseball) 

                          Bank: 

Bank (the side of a river) 

Bank (a financial institution) 

Bark: 

Bark (the sound a dog makes) 

Bark (the outer covering of a tree) 
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2. Homographs with Different Pronunciations and Different Meanings 

These words are spelled the same but have different pronunciations and 

meanings. 

 

Examples: 

Lead: 

Lead /led/ (a type of metal) 

Lead /liːd/ (to guide or direct) 

Tear: 

Tear /tɛər/ (a drop of saline fluid from the eye) 

Tear /tɪər/ (to rip something apart) 

Wound: 

Wound /wuːnd/ (an injury) 

Wound /waʊnd/ (past tense of wind, meaning to twist) 

3. Homographs with the Same Spelling but Different Grammatical Functions 

These homographs are spelled the same and may or may not be pronounced 

the same, but they serve different grammatical functions. 

Examples: 

Row: 

Row /roʊ/ (a line of things, noun) 

Row /raʊ/ (a fight or argument, noun) 

Row /roʊ/ (to paddle a boat, verb) 

                         Content: 

Content /ˈkɒntɛnt/ (the subjects or topics covered, noun) 

Content /kənˈtɛnt/ (satisfied, adjective) 

Summary of Homographs Types: 

1. Homographs with the Same Pronunciation but Different Meanings: "Bat" (animal 

vs. sports equipment). 
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2. Homographs with Different Pronunciations and Different Meanings: "Lead" 

(metal vs. to guide). 

3. Homographs with the Same Spelling but Different Grammatical Functions: 

"Row" (line of things vs. fight vs. paddle). 

4.1.6 – Self-Assessment 

Exercises: 

I. Fill in the gaps with correct homographs by choosing the most suitable option 

from the homographs given below. 

(bark, book, left, match, sink, bank, rig, band, well, watch) 

1. The boy left the match in between due to the injury. 

2. What is the time on your watch? 

3. The bark of the mango tree is very hard. 

4. Tina has performed well in the exam. 

5. My brother gave me a diamond ring. 

6. There was a match between KKR and RCB. 

7. Can you please book the tickets for me? 

8. SBI is the largest bank in India. 

9. Please keep the dishes in the sink. 

10. The Beatles were the most popular band of our times. 

II. Fill in the blanks for both sentences given below:  

1. The front of a ship OR a ribbon tied up in a girl’s hair.                            ANS:Bow 

2. A place for stray animals OR 16 ounces.                                                ANS:Pound 

3. The outer layer of a tree OR the sound a dog makes.                            ANS:Bark 

4. A person who rules a country OR something used to measure.            ANS:Ruler 

5. A type of flower OR the past tense of “to rise”.                                      ANS: Rose 

6. The earth beneath you OR the past tense of “to grind”.                       ANS:Ground 

7. A type of tree that grows in warm climates OR a part of your hand.     ANS: Palm 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
168 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Spectacles you wear to improve vision OR cups to drink from.            ANS:Glasses 

9. To rip something OR a fluid that comes from the eye.                          ANS:Tear 

10. To be a short distance away OR to cover an opening.                       ANS:Close 

III. Read the following sentences. Fill in the blanks with the correct 

homographs. Give two meaning for the same. 

1. We prefer the Version of the concert. 

a) Live – to reside in a place b) to watch a show happening now. 

2. My dad didn’t stop with the right light, so the officer had to 

a) Fine – something fine   b) amount of money to be paid  c) great, good. 

3. The fortune teller asked to see our ______  to tell our fortune. 

a) Palm – inner part of your hand  b) a kind of tree located in tropical 

regions. 

4. Can you please connect the _____ to the ipad so that we can hear. 

a) Speakers – audio devices b) People giving a speech. c) People taking part in a 

conversation 

5. Could you give me a _______ for the soda? 

a) Quarter – coin worth 25 cents  b)  amount equal to 15 minutes c) 1 part of 4 

equal parts. 

6. Can you tell me the fourth _______ of your name? 

a. Letter-a sign in an alphabet b). A written document to be sent to someone else. 

7. Does he like to use _____ in many of his dessert recipes? 

a. Jam – to be stuck without moving b) a sweet food made from fruits 

c. To push something with greater force. 

8. Women have fought for the _____ to vote for many years. 

a. Right- a legal entitlement that you should have to sanction 

b. The direction opposite to the left  c. To be good or correct. 
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D.PORTMANTEAU WORDS 

4.1.6 – Portmanteau Words 

Definition 

 A portmanteau word is a linguistic blend of two or more words, where parts of 

the original words are combined to form a new word with a blended meaning. The term 

portmanteau was first coined by Lewis Carroll in Through the Looking-Glass (1871), 

where Humpty Dumpty explains the combining of words like "slithy" (slimy + lithe). 

Formation: 

Portmanteau words typically combine the first part of one word with the last part 

of another. The resulting word carries meanings from both original words, often creating 

a new term that expresses a more specific or nuanced idea. 

Examples of Portmanteau Words: 

1. Brunch 

o Combination: Breakfast + Lunch 

o Meaning: A meal that combines aspects of both breakfast and lunch, 

typically eaten in the late morning. 

2. Smog 

o Combination: Smoke + Fog 

o Meaning: A type of air pollution caused by a combination of smoke and 

fog, often seen in large cities. 

3. Motel 

o Combination: Motor + Hotel 

o Meaning: A roadside hotel designed for motorists, typically with parking 

space for vehicles. 

4. Infomercial 

o Combination: Information + Commercial 
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o Meaning: A television program that provides information while promoting a 

product or service. 

5. Breathalyzer 

o Combination: Breath + Analyzer 

o Meaning: A device used to measure the alcohol content in a person's 

breath. 

6. Sitcom 

o Combination: Situational + Comedy 

o Meaning: A genre of comedy television series based on recurring 

characters in familiar settings, like a workplace or home. 

7. Podcast 

o Combination: iPod + Broadcast 

o Meaning: A digital audio or video file available for streaming or download, 

often presented as a series of episodes. 

8. Spork 

o Combination: Spoon + Fork 

o Meaning: A utensil that combines the features of a spoon and a fork, used 

for eating. 

9. Glamping 

o Combination: Glamorous + Camping 

o Meaning: A form of camping that involves luxurious accommodations and 

amenities. 

10. Ginormous 

 Combination: Gigantic + Enormous 

 Meaning: Extremely large. 

Why Are Portmanteau Words Popular? 
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Portmanteau words are popular because they offer a concise and creative way 

to describe new phenomena, trends, or objects. They help language evolve to keep up 

with cultural and technological changes, often making communication more efficient. 

 

Use in Pop Culture and Technology: 

Portmanteau words are frequently used in pop culture and technology, especially 

when new trends, gadgets, or social phenomena arise that require naming. Examples 

include: 

 Blog (Web + Log) – An online journal or informational website. 

 Netiquette (Internet + Etiquette) – The set of rules and manners applied while 

communicating online. 

 Brangelina (Brad + Angelina) – A nickname for the celebrity couple Brad Pitt and 

Angelina Jolie. 

Conclusion: 

Portmanteau words add color and efficiency to the English language by combining 

concepts and words in inventive ways. They reflect how language adapts to new needs, 

cultural shifts, and technological advances, making them an essential aspect of 

linguistic evolution. 

4.1.7 – Example 

Common Portmanteau Examples 

1. advertorial (advertisement + editorial) – an advertisement that takes the form of a 

written editorial. 

2. affluenza (affluence + influenza) – unhealthy feelings of entitlement or lack of 

motivation experienced by wealthy people. 

3. alphanumeric (alphabetic + numeric) – consisting of letters and numbers. 

4. animatronics (animation + electronics) – the electronic animation of puppets or 

similar figures to create lifelike effects. 
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5. anklet (ankle + bracelet) – jewelry designed to wrap around the ankle. 

6. athleisure (athletic + leisure) – comfortable clothing that can be worn for exercise or 

as casual, everyday attire. 

7. biopic (biography + picture) – a biographical film. 

8. Bollywood (Bombay + Hollywood) – the Hindi film industry based in Mumbai. 

9. Botox (botulism + toxin) – an injectable drug that uses a strain of botulism to treat 

signs of aging on the skin. 

10. brainiac (brain + maniac) – a highly intelligent person. 

11. breathalyzer (breath + analyzer) – a device used to analyze a person’s breath for 

their blood alcohol content or to detect viruses. 

12. Brexit (Britain + exit) – the withdrawal of Great Britain from the European Union in 

2020, after voting to leave in a 2016 referendum. 

13. bromance (brother + romance) – a close platonic relationship between two male 

friends. 

14. brunch (breakfast + lunch) – a meal that takes place between breakfast and lunch 

hours. 

15. carjack (car + hijack) – theft of an automobile using violence or intimidation. 

16. celebutante (celebrity + debutante) – a wealthy person who receives media 

attention akin to that of a celebrity. 

17. chillax (chill + relax) – to calm down. 

18. cosplay (costume + roleplay) – an art or practice where people dress as fictional 

characters. 

19. cyborg (cybernetic + organism) – a creature with human features created using 

mechanical components. 

20. dumbfounded (dumb + confounded) – astonished or utterly speechless. 

21. electrocute (electricity + execute) – to harm or kill with electricity. 

22. email (electronic + mail) – the electronic alternative to paper mail communication. 
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23. emoticon (emotion + icon) – facial expressions or emotions expressed through 

keyboard symbols. 

24. froyo (frozen + yogurt) – a frozen dessert made of yogurt. 

25. frenemy (friend + enemy) – someone who acts like or pretends to be a friend 

despite an underlying rivalry. 

26. fortnight (fourteen + night) – two weeks of fourteen nights. 

27. fauxhawk (faux + mohawk) – hair that’s styled to look like a Mohawk. 

28. gastropub (gastronomy + pub) – a bar that serves gourmet food. 

29. glamping (glamorous + camping) – a style of camping that includes luxurious 

comforts and supplies. 

30. guesstimate (guess + estimate) – an estimate based on a hunch rather than data. 

31. hangry (hungry + angry) – irritable or angry as a result of hunger. 

32. hazmat (hazardous + material) – substances that could be dangerous if not properly 

contained. 

33. intercom (internal + communication) – a two-way speaker system used to 

communicate among people in a specific location. 

34. internet (interconnected + network) – a computer network of information. 

35. jeggings (jeans + leggings) – leggings designed to resemble denim jeans. 

36. Juneteenth (June + nineteenth) – the day that commemorates the announcement of 

the Emancipation Proclamation, and the end of slavery, in the United States. 

37. labradoodle (labrador + poodle) – a hybrid dog breed with parentage from a 

labrador retriever and a poodle. 

38. listicle (list + article) – an article formatted as a list. 

39. mansplain (man + explain) – to explain something (usually to a woman) in a 

condescending or patronizing manner. 

40. Medicare (medical + care) – the government-administered US health insurance 

program for people with disabilities and those who are age sixty-five or older; similar to 

Medicaid (medical + aid), the health insurance program for people with limited income. 
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41. metaverse (meta + universe) – a virtual environment meant for social connection. 

42. mocktail (mock + cocktail) – a cocktail that contains no alcohol. 

43. motel (motor + hotel) – a hotel designed for motorists. 

44. newscast (news + broadcast) – a radio or television segment that features current 

events 

45. Obamacare (Obama + healthcare) – a colloquial term that describes the Affordable 

Care Act created under President Barack Obama’s administration. 

46. pluot (plum + apricot) – a hybrid stone fruit that combines the characteristics of a 

plum and an apricot. 

47. podcast (iPod + broadcast) – a digital audio program that can be downloaded and 

listened to on demand. 

48. Pokémon (pocket + monsters) – an animated Japanese media franchise centered 

around creatures that are kept in pocket-sized balls and trained to battle each other. 

49. popsicle (pop + icicle) – a frozen dessert, typically made with fruit juice or fruit 

flavor. 

50. romcom (romance + comedy) – a show or movie plot that blends comedy and 

romance; similar to “sitcom,” which is a portmanteau word combining situational + 

comedy. 

51 smog (smoke + fog) – hazy, polluted air. 

52. spork (spoon + fork) – an eating utensil that serves as both a spoon and a fork. 

53. stash (store + cache) – a secret hiding place where valuables are kept. 

54 threepeat (three + repeat) – a situation or event with the same outcome three times, 

typically in reference to a sporting event, like a championship. 

55. vlog (video + log) – a video-based diary published online. 

56. webinar (web + seminar) – a presentation or seminar held online. 

 

 

 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
175 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercises: 

Name the components in the following portmanteau words 

1. Affluenza                 - Affluence + influenza 

2. Alphabet - Alpha + bet 

3.Alphanumeric - Alphabetic + numeric 

4. Anacronym - Anachronism + acronym 

5. Animatronics - Animation + electronics 

5. Anticipointment Anticipation + isappointment 

7. Autobus - Automobile + bus 

8. Avionics - Aviation + electronics 

9.Backronym - Back + acronym 

10. Bash - Bang + smash 

11. Beefalo - Beef + buffalo 

12.Bionic - Biology + electronics 

13.Bit - Binary + digit 

14.Bleep - Blankout + beep 

15. Blimp - B category + limp 

16.Blog - Web + log 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
176 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17.Blotch - Blot + botch 

18.Blurt - Blow + spurt 

19.Bodacious - Body + audacious 
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4.2. VERBS AND TENSES, SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT 

 

4.2.1 Verbs 

Definition 

 A verb is a word that expresses an action, state, or occurrence. Verbs are 

essential components of sentences as they describe what the subject is doing or the 

state the subject is in. 

Verbs can be classified into several types based on their function in a sentence. 

Below is an explanation of each type, with examples and answers for clarification. 

 

1. Action Verbs 

Definition: Action verbs express physical or mental actions. These verbs tell what the 

subject is doing. 

Examples: 

1. She runs every morning. (Physical action) 

2. He thinks about his future constantly. (Mental action) 

3. The teacher writes on the board. 

4. The baby cries loudly. 

5. They built a house last year. 

Answer: In each sentence, the verb (e.g., runs, thinks, writes) shows the action 

performed by the subject. 

2. Linking Verbs 

Definition: Linking verbs do not show action. Instead, they connect the subject to more 

information about the subject, usually in the form of a subject complement. 

Common Linking Verbs: am, is, are, was, were, become, seem 

Examples: 

1. She is a doctor. 
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2. They are happy with the results. 

3. He was tired after the workout. 

4. The sky looks blue today. 

5. The soup smells delicious. 

Answer: In these sentences, the linking verb (e.g., is, are, was) connects the subject to 

the description or complement. 

3. Helping (Auxiliary) Verbs 

Definition: Helping verbs are used alongside a main verb to form a verb phrase and 

express different tenses, aspects, or voices. 

Common Helping Verbs: have, has, had, do, does, did, am, is, are, was, were, will, 

shall, can, could, may, might 

Examples: 

1. She is studying for the exam. 

2. They have completed the project. 

3. He will call you later. 

4. I am going to the store. 

5. The students were talking during the class. 

Answer: In these sentences, the helping verb (e.g., is, have, will) helps the main verb 

express time, possibility, or obligation. 

4. Transitive Verbs 

Definition: Transitive verbs require a direct object to complete their meaning. The 

action of the verb is performed on something or someone. 

Examples: 

1. She kicked the ball. (The action of kicking is performed on "the ball") 

2. He wrote a letter. 

3. They opened the door. 

4. The chef prepared a delicious meal. 

5. She cleaned the house. 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
179 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answer: The verbs (e.g., kicked, wrote, opened) require an object to complete their 

meaning, making them transitive. 

5. Intransitive Verbs 

Definition: Intransitive verbs do not require a direct object to complete their meaning. 

The action is complete in itself. 

Examples: 

1. The baby laughed. 

2. They arrived early. 

3. The sun sets in the west. 

4. He slept soundly. 

5. She cried after the movie. 

Answer: The verbs (e.g., laughed, arrived, sets) do not need an object to make sense, 

making them intransitive. 

6. Regular Verbs 

Definition: Regular verbs form their past tense and past participle by adding -ed to the 

base form. 

Examples: 

1. I played soccer yesterday. (Play → Played) 

2. She worked late last night. (Work → Worked) 

3. They watched a movie. (Watch → Watched) 

4. We visited our grandparents. (Visit → Visited) 

5. He talked to his teacher. (Talk → Talked) 

Answer: The past forms of these verbs are created by adding -ed to the base verb. 

7. Irregular Verbs 

Definition: Irregular verbs do not follow a standard pattern when forming their past 

tense or past participle. 

Examples: 

1. She went to the store. (Go → Went) 
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2. He ate dinner early. (Eat → Ate) 

3. They saw a shooting star. (See → Saw) 

4. We took a walk after dinner. (Take → Took) 

5. I wrote a poem. (Write → Wrote) 

Answer: The past tense of irregular verbs changes in an unpredictable way (e.g., go → 

went, eat → ate). 

8. Modal Verbs 

Definition: Modal verbs express ability, possibility, permission, or obligation. They are 

used with a main verb and do not change form. 

Common Modal Verbs: can, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, must 

Examples: 

1. He can swim very well. (Ability) 

2. She might come to the party. (Possibility) 

3. You should apologize. (Obligation) 

4. We must finish the project by tomorrow. (Necessity) 

5. They will arrive soon. (Future) 

Answer: The modal verbs (e.g., can, might, should) help express different attitudes or 

possibilities about the main verb. 

9. Stative Verbs 

Definition: Stative verbs describe a state or condition, rather than an action, and are 

typically not used in continuous forms. 

Examples: 

1. She knows the answer. (State of knowing) 

2. He believes in hard work. 

3. They own a beautiful house. 

4. I love chocolate. 

5. The book belongs to her. 
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Answer: These verbs (e.g., knows, believes, love) describe a state or condition rather 

than an action. 

 

10. Phrasal Verbs 

Definition: Phrasal verbs consist of a verb combined with one or more particles 

(prepositions or adverbs) to create a meaning different from the original verb. 

Examples: 

1. She gave up smoking. (Quit) 

2. They looked after the children. (Take care of) 

3. He ran into an old friend. (Meet unexpectedly) 

4. I put off my homework. (Delay) 

5. We turned down the offer. (Reject) 

Answer: Phrasal verbs (e.g., gave up, looked after) are formed by combining a verb 

with a preposition or adverb, changing the meaning of the original verb. 

Verbs are an essential part of speech that come in various forms and functions. 

Understanding the types of verbs helps in constructing meaningful and grammatically 

correct sentences. Each type of verb plays a specific role in shaping how actions, 

states, and occurrences are expressed. 

 

4.2.2 Example 

1. Action Verbs 

(Action verbs express physical or mental actions performed by the subject.) 

1. She drives to work every day. 

2. He paints beautiful landscapes. 

3. They climb the mountain with ease. 

4. We dance at the party every weekend. 

5. I write poems in my free time. 
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6. The dog chased the cat around the yard. 

7. She reads a book every night. 

8. The athlete jumps over the hurdle. 

9. He sings in the choir. 

10. The children play outside after school. 

2. Linking Verbs 

(Linking verbs connect the subject to more information about the subject.) 

1. She is a talented musician. 

2. They are excited about the trip. 

3. He was happy with the results. 

4. The sky looks cloudy today. 

5. The cake smells delicious. 

6. This soup tastes amazing. 

7. The movie seems interesting. 

8. The flowers appear fresh and colorful. 

9. He became a successful writer. 

10.The water feels cold. 

3. Helping (Auxiliary) Verbs 

(Helping verbs assist the main verb to form different tenses or express possibility, necessity, or 

time.) 

1. She is reading a book. 

2. They have completed the assignment. 

3. He was playing soccer when I arrived. 

4. We will visit the museum tomorrow. 

5. The students were studying for their exams. 

6. She has been working here for two years. 

7. I am writing a letter to my friend. 

8. He does not know the answer. 
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9. We had finished our work before the deadline. 

10. They will be traveling next week. 

4. Transitive Verbs 

(Transitive verbs require a direct object to complete their meaning.) 

1. She drank the coffee quickly. 

2. He wrote a letter to his friend. 

3. They opened the door quietly. 

4. The teacher explained the lesson. 

5. She bought a new dress yesterday. 

6. He carries his books to school. 

7. They built a house in the countryside. 

8. The chef prepared a special dish. 

9. I watched a movie last night. 

10. She cleaned the kitchen after dinner. 

5. Intransitive Verbs 

(Intransitive verbs do not require a direct object to complete their meaning.) 

1. The baby laughed loudly. 

2. He ran through the park. 

3. The sun rises in the east. 

4. They slept peacefully. 

5. She cried after the movie. 

6. The flowers bloomed in the spring. 

7. He jumped into the pool. 

8. The plane landed safely. 

9. The students cheered after the announcement. 

10. She yawned during the lecture. 
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6. Regular Verbs 

 (Regular verbs form their past tense by adding -ed to the base form.) 

1. He played soccer yesterday. (Play → Played) 

2. She talked to her friend on the phone. (Talk → Talked) 

3. They worked late last night. (Work → Worked) 

4. We visited the museum last weekend. (Visit → Visited) 

5. The teacher graded the papers. (Grade → Graded) 

6. He watched a movie last night. (Watch → Watched) 

7. She danced at the party. (Dance → Danced) 

8. We started a new project. (Start → Started) 

9. He called his mom in the evening. (Call → Called) 

10. They cleaned the house together. (Clean → Cleaned) 

7. Irregular Verbs 

(Irregular verbs do not follow a standard pattern when forming their past tense.) 

1. She went to the store. (Go → Went) 

2. He ate lunch early today. (Eat → Ate) 

3. They saw a shooting star last night. (See → Saw) 

4. We took a walk after dinner. (Take → Took) 

5. I wrote a letter to my friend. (Write → Wrote) 

6. He spoke to the manager. (Speak → Spoke) 

7. They drove to the beach. (Drive → Drove) 

8. We gave her a gift for her birthday. (Give → Gave) 

9. He ran five miles this morning. (Run → Ran) 

10. She drank a glass of water. (Drink → Drank) 

8. Modal Verbs 

(Modal verbs express ability, possibility, permission, or obligation.) 

1. She can swim very fast. (Ability) 

2. He might go to the concert tonight. (Possibility) 
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3. You should study for the exam. (Obligation) 

4. We must leave early tomorrow. (Necessity) 

5. They could finish the project by next week. (Possibility) 

6. He will call you later. (Future action) 

7. You may borrow my book. (Permission) 

8. I might visit my grandparents this weekend. (Possibility) 

9. They should apologize for the mistake. (Obligation) 

10. She must be tired after the long journey. (Necessity) 

9. Stative Verbs 

(Stative verbs describe a state or condition rather than an action.) 

1. She knows the answer to the question. 

2. He believes in hard work. 

3. They own a small restaurant downtown. 

4. I love chocolate ice cream. 

5. The book belongs to the library. 

6. He hates waking up early. 

7. She feels happy today. 

8. They need help with their project. 

9. He understands the instructions. 

10. The flower smells wonderful. 

10. Phrasal Verbs 

(Phrasal verbs consist of a verb and one or more particles, and their meaning often differs from 

the original verb.) 

1. She gave up smoking. (Quit) 

2. He ran into an old friend at the mall. (Met unexpectedly) 

3. They looked after the children. (Took care of) 

4. I put off doing my homework. (Postponed) 

5. We turned down the job offer. (Rejected) 
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6. He picked up the phone when it rang. (Answered) 

7. The plane took off on time. (Departed) 

8. She ran out of milk. (Finished) 

9. He checked out of the hotel early. (Left) 

10. They set up the tent before sunset. (Assembled) 

Fill in the blanks with suitable verbs to the following conditional sentences.   

1. If Harry _________ (study) harder as a child, he might have a better job now.             

ANS:Had studied 

2. If I had known it was a costume party, I _________ (wear) a costume.               

ANS:Would have worn 

3. I wish I _________ (not/spend) so much money on clothes.                                       

ANS:Had not spent 

4. Lily wishes her children _________ (help) more with the chores. She's tired.                

ANS:Would help 

5. The fans _________ (be) angry if their team had lost. Thankfully, the team won.         

ANS:Would have been 

6. People _________ (communicate) much differently today if the Internet hadn't been 

invented.  

ANS:Would communicate 

7. Unless you _________ (have) a question, then let's continue studying.                                     

ANS:Have 

VII. Fill in the blanks by using active or passive voice tenses: 

1. Jose ________ (raise) in a small town.                                                                            

ANS: Was raised 

2. His mother ________ (raise) him all by herself.                                                                      

ANS: raised 

3. The Bible is the world's most translated book. It ________ (translated) into over 

2000 languages.  
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ANS:Has been translated 

4. The safety rules ________ (not/follow), so an accident happened.                     ANS: 

Were not followed 

5. A: I'm hungry! / B: Be patient. Dinner ________ (make) right now.                           

ANS:Is being made 

6. The company ________ (announce) that it would hire 300 more employees.                  

ANS:announced 

7. Because the medicine ________ (not/test) properly, it was not approved for public 

use.     ANS:had not been tested 

8. The new president ________ (interview) on TV right now. Let's watch.         ANS:Is 

being interviewed 

9. "If you don't cooperate, you ________ (ask) to leave.                                                  

ANS: will be asked 

 

TENSES 

4.2.3 Definition 

Tenses are grammatical forms that express the time at which an action takes place. They 

indicate whether the action is in the past, present, or future, and they can also convey the 

duration, completion, or repetition of the action. Tenses help to provide context and clarity in 

communication by situating actions within a temporal framework. 

Types of Tenses 

Tenses are generally categorized into three main types: present, past, and future. Each 

of these categories has four aspects: simple, continuous (progressive), perfect, and perfect 

continuous. Below is a detailed explanation of each type and aspect. 

 

1. Present Tense 

     Simple Present: Describes habitual actions, general truths, or states. 
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               Example: She reads books every day. 

Present Continuous (Progressive): Describes actions happening at the moment of speaking. 

Example: She is reading a book right now. 

Present Perfect: Describes actions that occurred at an unspecified time and are relevant to the 

present. 

Example: She has read five books this month. 

Present Perfect Continuous: Describes actions that started in the past and are still continuing or 

have recently stopped, emphasizing duration. 

Example: She has been reading for two hours. 

 

2. Past Tense 

Simple Past: Describes actions that occurred at a specific time in the past. 

Example: She read a book yesterday. 

Past Continuous (Progressive): Describes actions that were ongoing at a specific time 

in the past. 

Example: She was reading a book when I called her. 

Past Perfect: Describes actions that were completed before a certain point in the past. 

Example: She had read the book before the meeting. 

Past Perfect Continuous: Describes actions that were ongoing in the past up until another 

action occurred, emphasizing duration. 

Example: She had been reading for an hour when her friend arrived. 

 

3. Future Tense 

Simple Future: Describes actions that will occur at a specific time in the future. 

Example: She will read a book tomorrow. 

Future Continuous (Progressive): Describes actions that will be ongoing at a specific time in 

the future. 

Example: She will be reading a book at 8 PM tonight. 
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 Future Perfect: Describes actions that will be completed before a specific point in the future. 

           Example: She will have read the book by next week. 

Future Perfect Continuous: Describes actions that will have been ongoing up until a specific 

point in the future, emphasizing duration. 

          Example: She will have been reading for two hours by the time her friend arrives. 

 

Summary of Tenses: 

Tense Structure Example 

Present Simple base verb (+ s/es) I eat breakfast. 

Present Continuous am/is/are + verb + 
ing 

She is eating breakfast. 

Present Perfect has/have + past 
participle 

They have visited France. 

Present Perfect 
Continuous 

has/have been + verb 
+ ing 

I have been studying for three hours. 

Past Simple past form of the verb He went to the store. 

Past Continuous was/were + verb + 
ing 

I was reading a book. 

Past Perfect had + past participle She had finished the report. 

Past Perfect 
Continuous 

had been + verb + ing They had been waiting for an hour. 

Future Simple will + base verb I will travel to Paris. 

Future Continuous will be + verb + ing I will be studying at 8 PM. 

Future Perfect will have + past 
participle 

By next month, I will have graduated. 

Future Perfect 
Continuous 

will have been + verb 
+ ing 

By next year, I will have been working here 
for five years. 

 

 

4.2.4 Examples 

Exercise  

I. Fill in the blanks with simple present, past, future and progressive tenses:  

1. It  ____(rain) now. Let's stay inside.                                   (ANS: is raining) 

2. Water ___________ (boil) at 100 degrees.                       (ANS:boils ) 
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3. Peter ________ (cook) dinner when his phone rang.       (ANS: was cooking) 

4. I think I __________ (order) pizza tonight                         (ANS:  will order) 

5. She_____ (move) to Australia last year.                             (ANS: moved) 

6. The new store _______ (open) next month, on February 1st.   

(ANS: is going to open) 

7. My uncle is rich. He ________ (own) a big house.              (ANS:Owns) 

 

II. Fill in the blanks with suitable tenses: 

1. It   _____ (be) very warm recently. I love this weather.       ANS: Has been 
2. My dad _____   (not/try) sushi until last night. He liked it.  ANS: Had not tried 
3. We _____  (study) for four hours. Let's go home.   ANS: Have been studying 
4. By the end of this year, John _____   (work) for 40 years at his company.          

ANS: Will have worked 
5. I couldn't buy anything because I ____ (forget) my wallet at home.                          

ANS: Had forgotten  
6. The road is closed because there ___ (be) an accident.      ANS: Has been 
 

III. Fill in the blanks with suitable tenses: 

1. A: When  ________ (you/join) the company? / B: Two years ago.                             

ANS: did you join 

2. A; ________  (you/ever/ live) abroad? / B: No, I haven't.     ANS: have you ever lived 

3. A;Excuse me. ________ (you/have) a dollar I can borrow? / B: Sorry, I don't have any 

money on me.                            ANS: Do you have 

4. A;How long ________ (you/had) a cold? / B: Two weeks. I hope I get better soon. ANS: 

Have you had 

5. A;How often ________ (you/exercise) nowadays? / B: Three times a week.         ANS: 

Do you exercise 

6. A;________  (be) the movie interesting? / B: No, it was boring.                                           

ANS: was 

7. A;________ (you/see) my keys? I can't find them. / B: No. Sorry.                           

    ANS: have you seen 
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8. A; ________ (you/ask) your boss for a raise? / B: Yes, I plan to do it on Friday.  

       ANS: are you going to ask  

IV. Fill in the blanks with suitable verb tenses:  

1. Brian is still working. He ________ (not/finish) his assignment yet.                     

ANS: Has not finished 

2. We ________ (play) football when Tina hurt her ankle.                                              

ANS: Were playing  

3. It ________ (rain) all day. I wish it _______ (stop).                         

          ANS:  Has been raining, would stop 

4. Ben ________ (live) in Europe for two years when he was a young adult.                                                

ANS: lived 

5. While you _______ (be) out, I cleaned the house.                                                                     

ANS: Were  

6. Mrs. Johnson ________ (take) her car to a mechanic later today because it is 

making a strange noise.  

ANS: Is taking 

7. This is the third time my phone ________ (stop) working. I need a new one.               

ANS: has stopped 

8. I didn't like my job at first, but I ________ (start) to enjoy it now.                                

ANS: Am starting 

9. The students ________  (work) for four hours, so they decided to take a break.               

ANS: Had been working 

V. Fill in the blanks with suitable tenses: 

1. If I ________ (be) you, I'd get a haircut.                         ANS: were 

2. If she ________ (pass) the test, she'll be quite happy.     ANS:  passes 

3. If it ________ (rain), the streets get wet.                          ANS: rains 

4. I don't know what I ________ (do) if I ran out of money  ANS: Would do 
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5. If the store ________ (raise) prices, customers will shop elsewhere.   

ANS:raises 

6. Joseph ________ (buy) a new car if he had more money.     ANS:Would buy 

 

4.2 (b) SUBJECT AND VERB AGREEMENT 

 

4.2.5 Definition 

Subject and verb agreement, also known as subject-verb concord, refers to the 

grammatical rule that the subject and verb in a sentence must agree in number (singular or 

plural). Here’s a detailed overview of the rules governing subject-verb agreement, along with 

examples: 

Basic Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement 

1. Singular and Plural Subjects 

 Singular subjects take singular verbs. 

 Plural subjects take plural verbs. 

Examples: 

 Singular: The cat runs fast. 

 Plural: The cats run fast. 

2. Subjects Joined by "And" 

 When two subjects are joined by "and," they typically take a plural verb. 

Example: 

 My brother and sister are coming to dinner. 

3. Subjects Joined by "Or" or "Nor" 

 When subjects are joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees with the subject that is 

closest to it. 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
193 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examples: 

 Either the teacher or the students are going to present. 

 Neither the students nor the teacher was ready. 

4. Collective Nouns 

 Collective nouns (e.g., team, group, class) can take either singular or plural verbs, 

depending on whether the group acts as a single unit or as individuals. 

Examples: 

 The team wins the match. (acting as a single unit) 

 The team are arguing among themselves. (acting as individuals) 

5. Indefinite Pronouns 

 Certain indefinite pronouns (e.g., everyone, everyone, nobody) are treated as singular and 

take a singular verb. 

 Some indefinite pronouns (e.g., few, many, several) are treated as plural and take a plural 

verb. 

Examples: 

 Everyone is invited to the party. (singular) 

 Many were present at the meeting. (plural) 

6. Amounts and Quantities 

 When referring to amounts or quantities (e.g., a lot of, a pair of), the verb can be singular 

or plural depending on whether the noun is countable or uncountable. 

Examples: 

 Five dollars is too much for a coffee. (uncountable) 

 A pair of shoes was left on the porch. (countable) 
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7. Titles and Names 

 Titles of books, movies, and other works are treated as singular, even if they appear 

plural. 

Example: 

 "The Chronicles of Narnia" is a popular series. 

8. Fractions and Percentages 

 When fractions or percentages are used, the verb agrees with the noun that follows. 

Examples: 

 Half of the pie is gone. (singular) 

 Half of the students are present. (plural) 

 

4.2.6 Examples 

EXERCISE: 

I. Choose the correct form of the verb that agrees with the subject. 

1. Annie and her brothers______ (is, are) at school. 

2. Either my mother or my father _______(is, are) coming to the meeting. 

3. The dog or the cats_______ (is, are) outside. 

4. Either my shoes or your coat ______(is, are) always on the floor. 

5. George and Tamara_____ (doesn't, don't) want to see that movie. 

6. Benito______ (doesn't, don't) know the answer. 

7. One of my sisters __________(is, are) going on a trip to France. 

8. The man with all the birds_____ (live, lives) on my street. 

9. The movie, including all the previews, ______(take, takes) about two hours to watch. 

10. The players, as well as the captain,____ (want, wants) to win. 

11. Either answer______ (is, are) acceptable. 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
195 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Every one of those books ________(is, are) fiction. 

13. Nobody _______(know, knows) the trouble I've seen. 

14. (Is, Are) the news on at five or six? 

15. Mathematics (is, are) John's favorite subject, while Civics (is, are) Andrea's favorite 

subject. 

16. Eight dollars (is, are) the price of a movie these days. 

17. _______(Is, Are) the tweezers in this drawer? 

18. Your pants ________(is, are) at the cleaner's. 

19. There ________(was, were) fifteen candies in that bag. Now there (is, are) only one 

left! 

20. The committee __________(debates, debate) these questions carefully. 

21. The committee members _____(leads, lead) very different lives in private. 

22. The Prime Minister, together with his wife,_____ (greets, greet) the press cordially. 

23. All of the CDs, even the scratched one,_________ (is, are) in this case. 

 

II. Complete the following sentences using a verb form that agrees with the 

subject in number and person. 

1. Neither the Principal nor the Lecturers  __________ present at the meeting.                               

ANS: were 

2. Either Mehta or his parents _______ responsible for this.                                                              

ANS: are  

3. Neither Mehta nor his parents _____ responsible for this.                                                               

ANS: are 

4. Neither the Chief Minister nor his colleagues ________ given any explanation for 

this.            ANS: have  

5. Neither he nor I ______ money to spare for this.                                                                          

ANS: have 
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6. Neither you nor Ram ________ to be capable of doing this.                                                       

ANS: seems 

7. Either you or Gopal ________ to take the lead in this matter.                                                        

ANS: has 

 

III. Use the correct verb form in the following sentences: 

1. Everyone _________(has/have) done his or her homework 

2. Each of the students ____(is/are) responsible for doing his or her work. 

3. Either my father or my brothers ______(is/are) going to sell the car. 

4. Neither my sisters nor my mother_________  (is/are) going to sell the house. 

5. The samples on the tray in the lab _______(need/needs) testing 

6. Mary and John usually_______ (plays/play) together. 

7. Both of the dogs________ (has/have) collars 

8. Neither the dogs nor the cat _________(is/are) very hungry. 

9. Either the girls or the boy________ (walk/walks) in the evening. 

10. Either the boy or the girls______ (walk/walks) in the evening. 

11. At the end of the fall______ (comes/come) the hard tests. 

12. The slaughter of animals for their fur ________(has/have) caused controversy. 

13. The student, as well as his teacher, _______(was/were) going on the field trip. 

14. The hard tests________ (comes/come) at the end of the fall. 

15. Both of my roommates ________(has/have) decided to live in the dorms. 

 

IV. In each of the lines below, one verb does not agree with the subject. Underline 

the wrong verb and write it correctly. 

Gauri and Tamanna is visiting the Jaisalmer Fort.                                                              

(ANS: are) 

 The Jaisalmer Fort  are  (is)one of the largest forts in the world. The fort stand 

(stands) in the middle of the Thar Desert. Several tales of valour is  (are)attached  to 
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this fort.  Many warriors has (have) tried to capture this fort. A few has (have) 

succeeded. 

 

 

v. Choose the correct form of the verbs given in the brackets  

1. Each of these producers _______ his own advantage, (has, have)  

2. Ten miles _______ long distance, (is, are)  

3. Many a student _______ hard to pass his entrance exam, (try, tries)  

4. The furniture in his house_______  impressive, (look, looks)  

5. Few students_______  present in the class today, (is, are) 

6. Ritesh, my best friend _______ leaving for Japan next week, (is, are)  

7. Most of my friends _______ government employees, (is, are)  

8. The level of intoxication _______ from subject to subject, (vary, varies)  

9. Either boys or girls _______ telling lies, (is, are)  

10. A number of people _______ reported to be missing in the train accident at Jhansi. 

(was, were)  

11. The jury _______ divided in their opinions, (was, were)  

12. There _______ many exceptions to this rule, (is, are)  

13. Bread and butter _______ my favorite breakfast, (is, are)  

14. Neither Ramesh nor his friends _______ hurt, (was, were)  

15. Slow and steady _______ the race, (win, wins)  

16. No news_______ good news, (is, are)  

17. There _______ sixty students in our class, (is, are)  

18. Mathematics _______ my favorite subject, (is, are)  

19. The poet Khan and singer Alan _______ dead, (is, are)  

20. He as well as his classmates _______ working, (is, are) 
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VI. Fill in the blanks using the correct form of the verbs given in brackets: 

Besides encountering the strange aborigines, the first English settlers (1) ______(find) 

themselves in the presence of new and wide variations of climate. In their old home, 

they (2) _______ (accustom)to a moderate temperature. Now they (3) _______ 

(have)before them a great range of climate from the cold coasts of Maine to the hot 

Savannahs of Georgia, with all the gradations from the far North to the Deep South. To 

the exigencies of these variations, all the immigrants, from the British Isles as well as 

the Continent, (4) _______ (have)to adapt themselves. Wherever the colonists set to 

work, they (5) ________ (brave) hostile weather conditions. 

Answers: 

1. Found  

2. had been accustomed 

3. had 

4. had 

5. were braving 

VII. There is an error in each of the following lines. Underline the error and write 

the correct word in the space provided against each line.  

 

Animal cruelty can take many different forms                     ANS: forms 

It does include obvious and intentional acts of violence,    ANS: It not only includes 

but it also include animals neglect or the failure to             ANS: includes 

looks after its welfare. In fact this also                                ANS: their     

include any form of psychological harm. There                   ANS:are 

is so many ways of being cruel that Animal Welfare acts .   ANS: act 

may include act such as confining or transporting an animal   ANS: acts 

in a way that are inappropriate for its welfare.                             ANS: Is 
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4.3. ERROR CORRECTION 

4.3.1 Defnition 

Error correction is a process of identifying the error/mistake in a sentence and 

converting it into a grammatically correct sentence. 

 

4.3.2 Examples 

I. Identify the Errors 

Read the following sentences and identify and correct the errors. 

1. Many peoples attended the funeral of the great man.                ANS:people 

2. The shepherd took the cattles to the field.                                 ANS:cattle 

3. Sita could not understands what the teacher was saying.    ANS: understand 

4. Do you know the importance for clean water?           ANS:of 

5. Laugh is the best medicines.                                     ANS: Laughter,  medicine 

6. The flock of sheeps blocked the road.                       ANS:sheep 

7. The children  was playing in the Giant’s garden.        ANS:were 

8. The children decided to surprise Miss Holmes on Teacher’s day.   ANS:Teachers’ 

9. I saw Richard when I’m on the flight.                                ANS:I was 

10. Man  have depended on nature for a long time.                ANS:has 

11. Ramu is a honest man.                                                       ANS:an 

12. Bread and butter are Sheldon’s favorite breakfast.             ANS:is 

13. Birds of feathers flock together.                                        ANS: flocks 

14. The teacher called me on 12 o’clock.                                  ANS:at 

15. The sweets was distributed between all the children.        ANS:Were 
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II. Read the following passage, identify the errors and correct them. 

My little sister Lisa was practising how to riding a bicycle yesterday. Suddenly I hear a 

loud crash and ran to see what had happened. I saw that she was lying in the ground. I 

quickly pulled her up and bought her home. She was crying out loud. I quickly go inside 

the house and brought the first aid box. After cleaning the wound, I apply antiseptic to 

the wound. Lisa has scratches on her hand and knee. To calm her down, I took her to 

the nearby shop and brouht her a big chocolate. Seeing her favourite chocolate, she 

immediately stop crying. Within two day, her wounds healed, and she went to play 

again. 

Answers : ride, heard, on, brought, went, applied, had, bought, stopped, days. 

II. Correct the errors in the following sentences:  

1. The Mughals has won the battle of Panipat that take place in 1761. 

(a) won, took (b) wins, taking (c) win, took   (d) No correction 

2. Nupur has be sing since morning. 

(a) has been singing (b) has singing (c) has been sings (d) No 

correction 

3. It is ten o’clock. My mother might have arrived now. 

(a) may have (b) could (c) should have (d) No correction 

4. You look happy. You may have heard about your promotion. 

(a) might have (b) could have (c) must have (d) No correction 

5. With a full licence you are allowed to drive other car. 

(a) another (b) any (c) others (d) No correction 

6. An tomato is a fruit not an vegetable. 

(a) A, a (b) The, the (c) A, the (d) No correction 

7. They are short of the money, you know. 

(a) a money (b) money (c) an money (d) No correction 

8. I was given a memento by my boss. 

(a) give (b) been given (c) giving (d) No correction 
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9. They may have been invited to the party. 

(a) might had been (b) might have been (c) might been (d) No 

correction 

10. I will come home what I finished work. 

(a) that, finish (b) when, finishes (c) when, finish (d) No correction 

11. I should be very happy when you come to see me. 

(a) will, if (b) should, if (c) could, if (d) No correction 

12. Who are this bags? 

(a) Whose, this (b) Whose, those (c) Whom, those (d) No correction 

13. They helped to look after each other children, 

(a) each other’s  (b) one another (c) another (d) No correction 

14. Whose is your car, the red ones or the blue one? 

(a) Which, one, one’s  (b) What, one, one   (c) Which, one, one (d) No 

correction 

15.The black cat were being chase by the white dog. 

(a) was being chased  (b) was being chased 

(c) was be chased            (d) No correction 

16. You are supposing to wear a uniform in school. 

(a) are suppose to (b) are supposed to (c) are supposed (d) No 

correction 

17. I will come tonight. I will has finish my homework by then. 

(a) will have finish  (b) will having finished 

(c) will have finished  (d) No correction 

18. If you moved abroad you could never see them again. 

(a) many  (b) should (c) might (d) No correction 

19. Namita wishes she is not so busy. 

(a) were not (b) would not (c) was not (d) No correction 
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20. I will come tomorrow unless I have to look after the children. 

(a) until (b) if (c) whenever (d) No correction. 

 

4.3.3 Reference 

 

1. https://byjus.com/english/error-correction-exercises/ 

2. https://byjus.com/english/correct-the-sentences-exercises-with-

answers/ 

3. https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/wp-

content/uploads/2021/09/Mistakes.pdf 

4.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://byjus.com/english/error-correction-exercises/
https://byjus.com/english/correct-the-sentences-exercises-with-answers/
https://byjus.com/english/correct-the-sentences-exercises-with-answers/
https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Mistakes.pdf
https://www.eltbuzz.com/video/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Mistakes.pdf
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Unit V 

English In workplace 
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UNIT V 

5.1ENGLISH IN THE WORKPLACE 

 

5.1.1 Introduction 

 English in the workplace plays a crucial role in facilitating communication, 

fostering collaboration, and enhancing professionalism in various business 

environments. Given its status as a global lingua franca, proficiency in English can 

significantly impact career advancement, job performance, and organizational success. 

5.1.2 Importance of English in the Workplace 

 Communication: 

 English serves as a common language among employees from diverse linguistic 

backgrounds, enabling effective communication in meetings, emails, reports, and 

presentations. 

 Clear communication reduces misunderstandings and enhances teamwork. 

 Professionalism: 

 Proficiency in English reflects professionalism and competence, influencing how 

colleagues and clients perceive an individual. 

 Using appropriate business terminology and formal language conveys respect 

and seriousness in professional settings. 

 Global Reach: 

 In many multinational companies, English is the primary language of business, 

facilitating interaction with international clients, partners, and teams. 

 English proficiency opens doors to global job opportunities and enhances 

employability in the competitive job market. 

Documentation: 
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 Much of the technical and legal documentation in various fields is produced in 

English, making it essential for employees to understand and create such 

documents. 

 Accurate writing skills are crucial for reports, contracts, and other professional 

materials. 

Career Advancement: 

 Many organizations prioritize English language skills during hiring and promotion 

processes, as they often relate to communication roles and leadership positions. 

 Employees with strong English skills may have better chances of participating in 

international projects and gaining exposure to global best practices. 

5.1.3 Key Aspects of English in the Workplace 

Written Communication: 

 Emails: Writing clear and concise emails is essential for effective 

communication. Proper formatting and tone are crucial. 

 Reports and Proposals: These documents must be well-structured and 

professional, using appropriate jargon and clear language. 

 Documentation: Familiarity with technical writing styles can enhance clarity and 

precision in documenting processes and procedures. 

  Verbal Communication: 

 Meetings: Participating actively in meetings requires good listening skills and the 

ability to articulate ideas clearly. 

 Presentations: Being able to present information confidently and coherently in 

English is crucial for influencing and informing stakeholders. 

 Negotiation: English proficiency can aid in effective negotiation, ensuring clarity 

in terms and conditions. 

 

  Cultural Sensitivity: 
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 Understanding cultural differences in communication styles and workplace norms 

is essential, especially in diverse environments. 

 Demonstrating respect for others’ languages and cultures can foster a 

collaborative atmosphere. 

  Professional Vocabulary: 

 Familiarity with industry-specific vocabulary and phrases enhances credibility 

and helps convey ideas more effectively. 

 Continuous learning and adaptation to new terminologies are essential as 

industries evolve. 

  Soft Skills: 

 Good communication skills, including empathy and active listening, are vital for 

building relationships and resolving conflicts. 

 Teamwork and collaboration are enhanced when all members can communicate 

effectively in a shared language. 

 

Reading for General and Specific information 

[Charts, tables, schedules, graphs etc.] 

 

5.1.4 Introduction 

Reading for general and specific information is an essential skill, especially in 

academic and professional contexts. This involves interpreting various forms of data 

presentation, such as charts, tables, schedules, and graphs. Below is a guide to 

understanding how to extract both general and specific information from these types of 

visual data. 
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5.1.5 Charts 

1. Charts 

Definition:  

Charts visually represent data, making it easier to understand trends, relationships, and 

comparisons. 

Types: 

Bar Charts: Compare quantities of different categories. 

Pie Charts: Show parts of a whole, representing percentages. 

Line Charts: Illustrate trends over time. 

How to Read: 

General Information: Look at the overall trend or comparison across categories. 

Specific Information: Identify exact values, percentages, or specific data points related 

to a particular category. 

Example: 

A bar chart showing sales figures across different regions can provide general 

information about which region performed best while allowing you to identify specific sales 

figures for each region. 

5.1.6 Tables 

2. Tables 

Definition 

 Tables organize data into rows and columns, providing a clear way to compare different 

items or categories. 

How to Read: 

General Information: Scan the table to get an overview of the data presented. 

Specific Information: Look for individual cells to find exact figures or details related to 

specific categories or items. 
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Example: 

A table showing employee performance metrics can give a quick overview of the best 

and worst performers while allowing you to look up individual performance scores. 

5.1.7 Schedules 

3. Schedules 

Definition: 

Schedules outline a sequence of events or activities, usually with specific times and 

dates. 

How to Read: 

General Information: Get a sense of the overall timetable or schedule of events. 

Specific Information: Focus on specific time slots or events to find exact details like 

duration, location, and participants. 

Example: 

A class schedule can provide a general idea of the subjects offered while allowing 

students to find specific class times and locations. 

5.1.8 Grapes 

4. Graphs 

Definition 

 Graphs display relationships between variables, often illustrating trends, patterns, and 

comparisons visually. 

Types: 

Line Graphs: Show changes over time. 

Scatter Plots: Illustrate the relationship between two variables. 

How to Read: 

General Information: Observe the overall shape or direction of the graph to understand 

trends. 

Specific Information: Identify coordinates or specific points to get exact values for the 

variables involved. 
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Example: 

A line graph showing temperature changes over the year can help you identify general 

seasonal trends while allowing you to pinpoint exact temperatures on specific days. 

5.1.9   Interpreting Data Visualizations 

5. Interpreting Data Visualizations 

Title and Labels: Always start by reading the title and labels to understand what data is 

being presented and the metrics used. 

Legends: If the chart or graph has a legend, refer to it to understand color codes or 

symbols used. 

Units of Measurement: Check the units of measurement to ensure you interpret the data 

correctly. 

Source: Look for the source of the data to assess its reliability and relevance. 

 

5.1.5 Self-Assessment 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1. A key goal of using reading charts is to ______ reading and make it a fun activity. 

a) Encourage    b) deviate   c) arrange   d) combine 

2. Keep this in mind when presenting a reading ______ to a child. 

a) Project   b) plan  c) estimate  d) memo 

3. Aim to keep things fresh, adjusting goals using new _____ and selecting different 

charts. 

a) Firms  b) aims  c) incentives   d) formula 

4. Popular ______ types includes line graph, bar graph, pie charts scatter plots and 

histograms. 

a) Film  b) echo  c) cartoon  d) graph 

5. Graphs are a great way to ____ data and display statistics. 

a) Visualize   b) compare   c) contrast  d) describe  
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6. A bar graph or chart is used to display _____ data can greatly help your audience 

understand your point. 

a) Essential   b) general  c) numerical  d) pictorial  

7. Having ______ to represent your data can greatly help your audience understand your 

point. 

a) Data  b) points c) picture  d) visuals 

8. Each value is plotted on the _______, then the point are connected to display to trend 

over the compared time span. 

a) Chart   b) map   c) screen  d) baggage  

9. Line charts or line graphs are powerful visual ______ that illustrate trends in data over a 

period of time. 

a) Weapons  b) tools   c) cases  d) levels   

10. The interest of digital marketing over time can be visually shown with ease through the 

use of a ______. 

a) Petty case   b) drawing   c) line graph   d) emissary   

11. The simplest and most straightforward way to compare various categories is the classic 

_____. 

a) Air raid   b) written bar   c) spoken aid   d) bar graph  

12. The universally – recognized graph features a series of bars of varying ______. 

a) Length  b) breath  c) tails  d) body  

13. The length of each bar is proportionate to the _____ value or percentage that it 

represents. 

a) Simple  b) numerical  c) zero  d) positive  

14. Bar graph work great for _____ presenting nearly any type of data. 

a) Casually  b) clearly  c) visually  d) readily  

15. Pie charts are the _____ and most efficient visual tool for comparing parts of whole. 

a) Cheapest  b) fairest  c) cleanest  d) simplest  
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is the primary role of English in a multinational company? 

2. How does proficiency in English enhance professionalism? 

3. Name two types of written communication commonly used in the workplace.  

4. What is the importance of cultural sensitivity in workplace communication? 

5. How can employees improve their verbal communication skills in English? 

6. Why is industry-specific vocabulary important in the workplace? 

7. Mention one strategy to improve written communication skills in the workplace. 

8. What is the significance of active listening in workplace communication? 

9. How can reading and listening to English-language media help employees? 

10. Describe one benefit of enrolling in a business English course. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. What is the goal of reading charts? 

2. Explain line graphs and bar graphs. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Discuss the formatting guidelines for tables. 

2. Classify the various types of charts. 

5.1.6 Check your progress 

1. English serves as a common language that facilitates effective communication 

among employees from diverse linguistic backgrounds, enabling collaboration 

and understanding in a global business environment. 

2. Proficiency in English reflects an individual’s competence and professionalism, 

influencing how colleagues and clients perceive them, and conveying respect 

and seriousness in professional interactions. 

3. Two common types of written communication in the workplace are emails and 

reports. 
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4. Cultural sensitivity is important because it helps employees understand and 

respect different communication styles and workplace norms, fostering a 

collaborative and inclusive atmosphere 

5. Employees can improve their verbal communication skills by actively 

participating in conversations, practicing speaking with colleagues, and engaging 

in meetings and presentations. 

6. Industry-specific vocabulary is important because it enhances credibility and 

ensures clarity when discussing technical topics, making communication more 

effective and professional. 

7. One effective strategy to improve written communication skills is to practice 

writing various documents, such as emails, reports, and meeting notes, to 

enhance clarity and professionalism. 

8. Active listening is significant because it helps build relationships, ensures 

understanding, and fosters collaboration by making individuals feel valued and 

respected in discussions. 

9. Consuming English-language media helps employees improve their 

comprehension, vocabulary, and familiarity with industry terminology, which 

enhances both their language skills and professional knowledge. 

10. Enrolling in a business English course can significantly improve an employee's 

language proficiency, equipping them with the skills needed to communicate 

effectively in professional settings and increasing their career advancement 

opportunities. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 250 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. When picking out a Reading Chart for a student, there are two main things to 

consider: 1) The number of repetitions required before the chart is complete, and 2) 

Which chart your student will take the most pride in using. If your student is a reluctant 

reader, make sure to choose a Reading Chart that requires a low number of repetitions 

before the chart is full-as example would be a dot-to-dot Reading Chart; this will help 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
214 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

your student find early success and feel good about increasing the amount they read or 

the length of time they spend reading. 

A key goal of using reading charts is to encourage reading and make it a fun 

activity. Keep this in mind when presenting a reading plan to a child. If a student 

struggles with reading, it may be something he or she dreads having to do. So use a 

chart that you think the youngster will enjoy and be as encouraging as you can. 

 

 2. Line charts, or line graphs, are powerful visual tools that illustrate trends in data over 

a period of time or a particular correlation. For example, one axis of the graph might 

represent a variable value, while the other axis often displays a timeline. Each value is 

plotted on the chart, then the points are connected to display a trend over the compared 

time span. Multiple trends can be compared by plotting lines of various colors. For 

example, the interest of digital marketing over time can be visually shown with ease 

through the use of a line graph. Simply plot each number of searches along the timeline 

to view the trend 

The simplest and most straightforward way to compare various categories is the 

classic bar graph. The universally-recognized graph features a series of bars of varying 

lengths. One axis of a bar graph features the categories being compared, while the 

other axis represents the value of each. The length of each bar is proportionate to the 

numerical value or percentage that it represents. 

For example, $4 could be represented by a 

rectangular bar four units long, while $5 would 

equate to a five-unit long bar. With one quick 

glance, audiences learn exactly how the various 

items size up against one another. Bar graphs 

work great for visually presenting nearly any 
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type of data, but they hold particular power in the marketing industry. The graphs are 

ideal for comparing any sort of numeric value, including group sizes, inventories, ratings 

and survey responses. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Introduction 

It is perfectly legal to borrow tables to copy, photocopy, scan, or extract subsets 

of data from them. But you're obligated to cite your sources for tables, charts, and 

graphs just as you are for the words you borrow. Normally, this is done in either the 

table title or in a footnote just below the table. 

Formatting Guidelines 

As for specific style and formatting guidelines for tables, keep these in mind: 

 Refer to the table in the text just preceding the table. Explain the et mot 

general significance of the data in the table; don't expect readers to figure it out entirely 

for themselves. 

 Don't overwhelm readers with monster 11-column, 30-row tables! Simplify 

the table data down to just that amount of data that illustrates your point - without of 

course distorting that data. 

 Don't put the word or abbreviation for the unit of measurement in every 

cell of a column. For example, in a column of measurements all in millimeters, don't put 

"mm" after every number. Put the un abbreviation in parentheses in the column or row 

heading. 

 Right-or decimal-align numbers in the columns. If the 123 and 4 were in a 

column, the 4 would be right below the 3, not the 1. 

Normally, words in columns are left-justified. Column headings are centered over 

the columns of numerical data (forming a T-shape); left-aligned with columns of text. 

The alignment of column headings to the actual columnar data is variable. If you have a 

column of two- or three-letter words, you'd probably want to center the column heading 

over that data, even those it is words not numbers. When there is some special point 
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you need to make about one or more of the items in the table, use a footnote instead of 

clogging up the table with the information. 

Producing Tables 

Normally, you'll be borrowing information in which a good table occurs. If it's a 

simple table without too many rows and columns, retype it yourself into your own 

document (but remember to document where you borrowed it from in the figure title). 

However, if it is a big table with lots of data, you're justified in scanning, screen-

capturing. or photocopying it and bringing it into your report that way. 

Conclusion 

If you use OpenOffice, Word, or WordPerfect, get used to using the table-

generating tools. You don't have to draw the lines and other formatting details. 

Occasionally, in rough-draft technical reports, information is presented in regular 

running-text form that could be better presented in table (or tabular) form. Be sure and 

look back over your rough drafts for material that can be transformed into tables. 

2. Introduction 

Following the proper process is probably more important in medicine than in any 

other field. After all, if the surgeon forgets a step, you might very well bleed to death 

while you sleep. Flow charts are frequently used by hospitals, clinics and other medical 

facilities to ensure proper procedures are uniformly followed. In this essay wer shall 

examine the various types of charts useful for learning.  

When a statistician needs to visually compare three or more quantitative 

variables, he or she might choose to use a radar chart, also known as a spider or star 

chart. The chart usually consists of a series of radii, each representing a different 

category, that splay out from a center point like spokes. The length of each "spoke" is 

proportionate to the value being compared. For each category, the spokes are then 

connected with a line of a designated pattern or color, forming a star-like shape with 

points equal to the number of categories. 
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Flow Charts 

A flow chart allows a process to be 

sequenced step-by-step, from beginning to 

end, for the purpose of analyzing, 

designing, documenting or managing it. 

These flow charts can even feature multiple beginnings and ends, with countless 

pathways and journeys in between. While a simple flow chart can certainly document a 

basic process from A to B to C, the diagrams are more frequently used to illustrate 

more complex sequences with multiple decisions or conditions along the way. 

Stacked Area Charts 

Stacked area charts are ideal for comparing values that would normally require 

multiple line graphs. Each line 

represents a different category, 

and the area below each line is 

generally shaded a designated 

color so each data set can be easily compared. For example, an area chart with one 

axis that represents a numeric value, and another axis that serves as a timeline, data 

for various categories over time can be tracked and compared with a single graphic. 

Multi-level Pie Charts 

In the case of a pie chart, multiple 

layers of data can be presented without the 

need for multiple images or a trellis design. A 

multi-level pie chart, for example, consists of 

tiers, with each layer representing a separate 

set of data, and can be the perfect solution. A 

multi-level pie graph can not only take the place of all three, but it also offers a clearer 

visual comparison of each year's results. 
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Conclusion 

Thus the above-mentioned charts can be classified and their usefulness can be 

determined as and when they come of use in various contexts. They are also useful in 

reading for general information and specific information. 

5.1.6 Reference 

     1.https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/professionalcomms/chapter/6-3-tables-

charts-graphs/ 

     2. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BV2OaFGBD9Q 

     3.https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wm-

businesscommunicationmgrs/chapter/tables-charts-and-infographics/ 

     4.https://in.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/types-of-graphs-

and-charts 

 

5.2 READING NEWS AND WEATHER REPORTS 

 

5.2.1 Introduction 

Reading news and weather reports is a fundamental skill for staying informed 

about current events and understanding daily conditions that may affect activities and 

decisions. Both types of reports have distinct formats, structures, and critical 

information to convey. Here’s a guide on how to effectively read and interpret news and 

weather reports. 

5.2.2 Reading News Reports  

Purpose: News reports aim to inform the public about recent events, issues, and 

developments in various fields such as politics, health, technology, and entertainment. 

Components of a News Report: 

Headline: A brief, attention-grabbing statement summarizing the main story. 

https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/professionalcomms/chapter/6-3-tables-charts-graphs/
https://pressbooks.bccampus.ca/professionalcomms/chapter/6-3-tables-charts-graphs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BV2OaFGBD9Q
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wm-businesscommunicationmgrs/chapter/tables-charts-and-infographics/
https://courses.lumenlearning.com/wm-businesscommunicationmgrs/chapter/tables-charts-and-infographics/
https://in.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/types-of-graphs-and-charts
https://in.indeed.com/career-advice/career-development/types-of-graphs-and-charts
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Lead (Lede): The opening paragraph that provides the most critical information, 

often answering the "5 Ws" (Who, What, Where, When, Why) and sometimes "How." 

Body: The following paragraphs provide additional details, context, quotes, and 

background information related to the news story. 

Source: Information about where the news was gathered or reported from, 

enhancing credibility. 

How to Read: 

General Information: Start with the headline and lead to get an overview of the 

story's main points. 

Specific Information: Read the body to gain detailed insights, looking for 

statistics, expert opinions, and specific events or timelines. 

Critical Thinking: Consider the source of the news, check for bias, and assess 

the significance of the reported events. 

5.2.3 Reading Weather Reports  

2. Reading Weather Reports 

Purpose: Weather reports provide forecasts and information about atmospheric 

conditions that affect daily life and planning. 

Components of a Weather Report: 

Current Conditions: Description of temperature, humidity, wind speed, and 

other relevant factors at the present moment. 

Forecast: Predictions for upcoming weather, usually segmented by hours or 

days, indicating conditions such as sunny, rainy, snowy, etc. 

Warnings and Advisories: Alerts about severe weather conditions (e.g., 

storms, heatwaves) that may pose risks to safety or health. 

Weather Maps: Visual representations showing weather patterns, fronts, and 

temperature changes across regions. 
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How to Read: 

General Information: Begin with the overview of current conditions and the 

forecast to get a sense of what to expect. 

Specific Information: Focus on specific details like temperature ranges, 

chances of precipitation, and any warnings that may affect plans. 

Regional Focus: Pay attention to maps or regional forecasts if traveling or living 

in specific areas, as weather can vary greatly across locations. 

5.2.4 Tips for Effective Reading 

3. Tips for Effective Reading 

Stay Updated: Regularly read news and weather reports to stay informed about 

changes and developments. 

Verify Information: Cross-check facts or forecasts with multiple sources to 

ensure accuracy, especially for significant news stories or severe weather alerts. 

Use Reliable Sources: Rely on established and trustworthy news organizations 

and meteorological services to avoid misinformation. 

Understand Terminology: Familiarize yourself with common terms used in both 

news and weather reports (e.g., "front," "celsius," "humidity") to improve 

comprehension. 

5.2.5 Self-Assessment  

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1. _____ heads the radio station at private FM radio station. 

a) General manager  b) editor  c) executive  d) presenter  

2. The different types of microphones are ______. 

a) Unidirectional  b) bi – directional   c) omni – direction   d) all of these  

3. ______ is a news value. 

a) Biased   b) objective  c) unethical  d) falsehood  

4. _____ is the news source for the radio. 
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a) News agencies  b) reporters  c) correspondents   d) all of these 

5. _____ is  a way of communicating radio news using the internet. 

a) Messaging   b) reference   c) podcasting   d) chat rooms 

6. _____ is a private radio station. 

a) Vividh bharati  b) Yuva vani   c) Radio Mirchi   d) none of these  

7. _____ includes digital audio files. 

a) Webcasting   b) podcasting   c) luminous  d) none 

8. The first news bulletin broadcast from AIR was in ____. 

a) 1925   b) 1936    c) 1950    d) 1963 

9. Radio news is gathered by ____. 

a) Reporters   b) news agencies  c) PR agencies  d) all of these  

10. A cloud is made of _____. 

a) Gases  b) rain or snow   c) water droplets   d) warm and dry 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. What is the primary purpose of a news report? 

2. What are the "5 Ws" that a news report typically answers? 

3. Describe the structure of a typical news report. 

4. What is included in the current conditions section of a weather report? 

5. Why are warnings and advisories important in weather reports? 

6. How should one start reading a news report to grasp the main points? 

7. What type of information can weather maps provide 

8. What is a critical strategy for verifying news information? 

9. Why is it important to use reliable sources for news and weather reports? 

10. How can understanding weather terminology enhance comprehension of weather 

reports? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. How does reading the news help acquire language skills? 
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2. How does the learning network help in reading english? 

3. What are the guidelines in a reading of the weather? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. What are the steps required to build effective reading skill?  

2. How do the news websites prove useful for reading?  

 

5.2.6 Check Your Progress 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1. a) General manager   

2. d) all of these  

3. b) objective   

4. d) all of these 

5. c) podcasting    

6. c) Radio Mirchi    

7. b) podcasting    

8. b) 1936    

9. d) all of these  

10. c) water droplets  

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 

1. The primary purpose of a news report is to inform the public about recent events, 

developments, and issues across various fields, such as politics, health, and 

entertainment. 

2. The "5 Ws" are Who, What, Where, When, and Why. These elements provide 

essential information about the news story. 
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3. A typical news report consists of a headline, a lead (lede) that summarizes key 

information, and a body that provides additional details, context, and quotes 

related to the story. 

4. The current conditions section includes information on temperature, humidity, 

wind speed, and other relevant atmospheric factors at the present moment. 

5. Warnings and advisories are important because they alert the public to severe 

weather conditions (e.g., storms, heatwaves) that may pose risks to safety or 

health, enabling individuals to take necessary precautions. 

6. One should start by reading the headline and the lead paragraph to get an 

overview of the main points and key details of the story. 

7. Weather maps provide visual representations of weather patterns, fronts, and 

temperature changes across different regions, helping viewers understand the 

geographic context of the forecast. 

8. A critical strategy for verifying news information is to cross-check facts or 

forecasts with multiple sources to ensure accuracy and avoid misinformation. 

9. It is important to use reliable sources to obtain accurate, trustworthy information 

and avoid misinformation that could lead to misunderstanding or poor decision-

making. 

10. Understanding weather terminology (e.g., "front," "celsius," "humidity") enhances 

comprehension by allowing readers to interpret the forecast accurately and make 

informed decisions based on the reported conditions. 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 

1. Reading the news is a good way to get a sense of different ways the language can 

be used. For example, if you read a very professional, formal news site, you can 

start to see how professional sentences are put together, while if you read 

something more lighthearted, you can learn to use the language in a less formal 

fashion. Moreover, reading English news sources can help to improve your grasp on 
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different English-speaking cultural aspects, and help you to learn the differences 

between British, American, Canadian, Australian and South African English. The 

news sites will allow you to practice your English reading abilities. 

2. This is a perfect pick for those who are not 100 percent comfortable reading English. 

The Learning Network is a sub-section of the New York Times' website and features 

examples of articles written in American English, which are accessible to students 

still in the process of acquiring the language. In fact, many of the features on the 

website are geared directly towards language learners, with some having been 

specifically designed to allow you to test yourself. One of the excellent things about 

the site is that it encourages comments from language students, giving you a 

chance to interact as well as read. 

3. In a reading of the weather the guidelines are as follows; the report is received from 

the weather office. On a particular day when the sun is warm the report will be 

ordinary and general. Contrarily when the weather is rough and windy, special 

reports are given. In this bulletin the warning regarding storm, cold weather, rainy 

spell and cyclone details will be given. Particulars regarding the wind velocity, 

lightning and thunder will also be given. This information should reach people along 

the coast, those on the low-lying areas and near river bed. The report should contain 

simple vocabulary and simple sentences. The report is given at the correct moment 

so that people might move to a safer region. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 
1. Introduction 

The steps below tell you how to write a perfect news headline. If they are 

followed scrupulously, the reading skill can be acquired slowly but steadily. This essay 

concentrates on the steps required for the same. 

Write short sentences 

The sentences you write are more likely to be clear. If they are shorter 

sentences, communicating one idea, or a connected range of thoughts. Writing a limited 
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number of words in a news headline to convey an important point of news is 

challenging. Find out the bullet words in the news to create the headline and keep the 

sentence as short as possible just to convey the main story of the news. 

Write in a Positive Form 

Writing in a positive form is an excellent way to make your sentences short and 

nappy. Your sentences should assert, as your readers should be told what is, they don't 

want to be told what something isn't. Avoid words like: "not, isn't, didn't, and any other 

negative to-be verbs." 

Be Active in Your Sentences 

Headline news writing requires you to be direct, vigorous, and economical in 

your writing, which is why the active voice is preferred.  

Police arrested Smith. (Active Voice) 

Smith was arrested by the police. (Passive Voice) 

A hurricane destroyed the whole village. (Active Voice) The whole village was 

destroyed by a hurricane. (Passive Voice) 

Avoid Slangs 

Using slang or jargon in the headline can be confusing for your audience to 

understand. Moreover, using slang in the headline doesn't provide the reader with 

useful information, hence write your headline in simple sentences and words. 

Use Present Tense 

If the events are happening now or in the process, you should use the present 

tense. Because your headline should have a time element to be clear to your audience 

when the event is taking place. 

Conclusion 

If possible you should avoid using the articles like "a, an, and the" and 

transitional words in the headline. Because these can be only padding and are not 

important to cover the key points. 
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2. Introduction 

The news agencies gather news from time to time for the benefit of the general 

public. Each agency has its own website so that they can get news from the sources 

known to them. In this essay we shall look at some of the important news websites and 

see how they disseminate information. 

New Statesman 

A solid choice for the more accomplished English reader, the New Statesman is 

a British news website, which primarily deals with the topics of politics and current 

affairs. Notable contributors to the website in recent years have included Will Self, 

Mehdi Hasan, Alastair Campbell, Jemima Khan and Russell Brand. The columns, 

reports and articles on the New Statesman website may be challenging for those with 

only basic English comprehension, but are highly acclaimed and serve as an example 

of top-quality political  

Writing the Pool 

Advertised as a news platform "for women who are too busy to browse", The 

Pool has a clear leaning towards a female audience and focuses on a range of topics, 

including current affairs, fashion and entertainment. The website is the brain child of 

British radio presenter, Lauren Laverne, and former Cosmopolitan editor, Sam Baker. 

Most of the content on the website is short and to the point, in-keeping with its core aim 

and that makes it perfect for language learners. Students will also find it easy to select 

items to click on. 

Daily Mail 

Based in the United Kingdom, Daily Mail Online is officially the world's most 

popular newspaper website and is another example of British English, written to both 

entertain and inform. Again, it adopts a slightly sensationalist approach, using attention-

grabbing and emotional language. From a political perspective, the website has a 

conservative leaning, while more than half of its readership is female, making it one of 

the few mainstream newspaper sites to be able to claim as much. 
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The New Yorker 

Finally, the New Yorker is an excellent website to visit if you really want to 

challenge yourself and test your English reading abilities to the limit. Perhaps the most 

noticeable aspect of the website's content is that many of the pieces are long. In fact, it 

is not uncommon to find articles that are well over 10,000 words in length. The website 

focuses on topics like politics, cultural issues and current affairs, through reporting, 

commentary pieces, essays and even poetry. 

Conclusion 

Thus we may sum up the roles played by these news websites in the matter of 

conveying information for the benefit of the sections of the society. 

5.2.7 Reference  

1. https://www.englishclub.com/speaking/weather-report.php 

 2.https://byjus.com/question-answer/you-have-seen-weather-reports-on-

television-and-in-newspapers-how-do-you-think-we-are-able-to-predict-the-

weather/ 

 

WRITING PARAGRAPH 

5.2.8 Introduction 

 A well-structured paragraph is essential for clear and effective communication.  

 

5.2.9 Components of a Paragraph 

Components of a Paragraph 

1. Topic Sentence: 

              This is the first sentence of the paragraph that introduces the main idea or 

theme. It sets the tone and direction for the rest of the paragraph. 

2. Supporting Sentences: 

https://www.englishclub.com/speaking/weather-report.php
https://byjus.com/question-answer/you-have-seen-weather-reports-on-television-and-in-newspapers-how-do-you-think-we-are-able-to-predict-the-weather/
https://byjus.com/question-answer/you-have-seen-weather-reports-on-television-and-in-newspapers-how-do-you-think-we-are-able-to-predict-the-weather/
https://byjus.com/question-answer/you-have-seen-weather-reports-on-television-and-in-newspapers-how-do-you-think-we-are-able-to-predict-the-weather/
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These sentences provide details, examples, or explanations that elaborate on 

the topic sentence. They help to clarify and expand on the main idea. 

 

 

 

3. Concluding Sentence: 

The concluding sentence summarizes the main idea or provides a final 

thought. It wraps up the paragraph and can also create a transition to the next 

paragraph. 

Steps to Write a Paragraph 

1. Choose a Topic: 

Decide on the main idea you want to convey in the paragraph. This could be 

a specific point, argument, or observation. 

2. Write the Topic Sentence: 

Begin with a clear and concise topic sentence that indicates what the 

paragraph will be about. 

3. Add Supporting Details: 

Include relevant information that supports your topic sentence. Use facts, 

examples, statistics, or anecdotes to strengthen your point. 

4. Ensure Coherence: 

Use transition words and phrases (such as "firstly," "for example," "in addition," 

"however") to create a logical flow of ideas and ensure that the paragraph reads 

smoothly. 

5. Conclude the Paragraph: 

Write a concluding sentence that reinforces the main idea and provides closure. 

This could also hint at what will be discussed next if it is part of a larger text. 

Example Paragraph 

Topic Sentence:  
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Regular exercise is essential for maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 

Supporting Sentences:  

Not only does it help control weight, but it also combats health conditions and 

diseases. For instance, engaging in physical activity can lower the risk of heart disease 

and diabetes, improve mental health by reducing anxiety and depression, and enhance 

overall mood through the release of endorphins. Additionally, exercise increases energy 

levels and promotes better sleep patterns, contributing to overall well-being. 

Concluding Sentence: 

Therefore, incorporating regular exercise into one’s daily routine is a crucial step 

towards achieving optimal health and longevity. 

Tips for Writing Effective Paragraphs 

       Stay Focused: Ensure that all sentences relate to the main idea introduced in the 

topic sentence. 

        Be Concise: Avoid unnecessary words or overly complex sentences. Clarity is 

key. 

        Edit and Revise: After writing, review your paragraph for grammar, punctuation, 

and clarity. Make revisions as needed. 

 

5.2.10 Self - Assessment 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1. A paragraph is a group of sentence that talk about ______. 

a) One topic  b) two topic   c) multiple topic   d) both a and c 

2. The types of paragraph writing are ______. 

a) Narrative, persuasive    b) descriptive   c) expository   d) all of the above 

3. The first sentence of a paragraph is called _____. 

a) Introduction sentence  b) exclusive sentence   c) topic sentence  d) first sentence   

4. ______ is necessary for writing. 
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a) Planning   b) time   c) place   d) none  

5. Containing many thought at the same time is _____ for writing. 

a) Paragraph   b) conceptual   c) important   d) bad 

6. Paragraph demands your ____ skills of writing. 

a) Logical   b) coherent   c) topical   d) all of these. 

7. There are _____ types of paragraph writing. 

a) 4   b) 2    c) 3   d)  1 

8. A paragraph should be talking about _____. 

a) One topic   b) one thought   c) both  d) one feeling  

9. A typical paragraph has a _____. 

a) topic sentence  b) supporting sentence   c) concluding sentence   d) all of these 

10. A paragraph should be _____. 

a) At least five sentences long   b) at least one page long    

c) vary in length                            d) fair 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 
1. What is a topic sentence? 

2. Why are supporting sentences important in a paragraph? 

3. What is the purpose of a concluding sentence in a paragraph? 

4. How can transition words improve paragraph coherence? 

5. What is meant by "coherence" in paragraph writing? 

6. Give an example of a transition word. 

7. What should you do after writing a paragraph? 

8. Why is it important to stay focused on the main idea in a paragraph? 

9. How does writing in a concise manner benefit your paragraphs? 

10. What is one common mistake to avoid when writing paragraphs? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 
          1. State what makes a paragraph very good. 

           2. What are transitional words? 
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ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 
        1. Give the steps for writing a good paragraph.  

        2. Explain how you will review your paragraph. 

 

 

5.2.11 Check Your Progress 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1.  a) One topic   

2.  d) All of the above 

3.  a)Introduction sentence   

4. a)Planning    

5. d) Bad 

6. d) All of these. 

7. a) 4   

8. c) Both   

9. d) All of these 

10.  b) At least one page long    

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 
1. A topic sentence is the first sentence of a paragraph that introduces the main 

idea or theme, setting the tone for the rest of the paragraph. 

2. Supporting sentences are important because they provide details, examples, or 

explanations that elaborate on the topic sentence, helping to clarify and expand 

on the main idea. 

3. The purpose of a concluding sentence is to summarize the main idea of the 

paragraph and provide closure, often linking to the next paragraph in a larger 

text. 

4. Transition words improve paragraph coherence by creating logical connections 

between sentences, helping the reader follow the flow of ideas smoothly. 
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5. Coherence in paragraph writing refers to the clarity and logical flow of ideas, 

ensuring that all sentences relate to the main topic and are organized in a way 

that makes sense to the reader. 

6. Examples of transition words include "however," "furthermore," "for example," 

and "in addition." 

7. After writing a paragraph, you should review and edit it for grammar, punctuation, 

clarity, and coherence, making revisions as needed. 

8. Staying focused on the main idea is important to maintain clarity and relevance, 

ensuring that the reader understands the central point being communicated 

without confusion. 

9. Writing in a concise manner benefits paragraphs by eliminating unnecessary 

words, making the text clearer and easier to read while effectively 

communicating the intended message. 

10. One common mistake to avoid is introducing multiple main ideas in a single 

paragraph, which can lead to confusion. Each paragraph should focus on one 

main idea or theme. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 
1.  A perfect and well-written paragraph comprises a key sentence, applicable 

supporting sentences, and a last (or transition) sentence. This structure is fundamental 

to maintaining your paragraph centred on the main concept and creating a clear and 

concise photo. In order to add something interesting, and adding an interesting fact in 

your content does not necessarily follow the conventional paragraph structure, it's more 

about scene building and continuing a story. Properly-written paragraphs are a staple of 

suitable flash fiction and short fiction writing, as short testimonies need to target a 

principal concept. When your sentences are unified and connected with other 

sentences, you can write a good paragraph. 

2.  Transitions words help unite disparate paragraphs to generate a unified theme. 

Readers will be able to trace your ideas and comprehend how they relate to one 
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another if you use phrases like "in addition" or "moreover," which will make for a 

smoother, more enjoyable reading experience. This is especially important for essayists 

and bloggers, who frequently share a single concept with their audience at a time. 

Transitions words help unite disparate paragraphs to generate a unified theme. 

Readers will be able to trace your ideas and comprehend how they relate to one 

another if you use phrases like "in addition" or "moreover," which will make for a 

smoother, more enjoyable reading experience. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 
1. Introduction 

 Whether it is writing a small paragraph or a big paragraph, the basic laws of 

structure should apply to both. While the framework for fiction is less strict than for 

nonfiction, the material or tale we create must logically or sequentially tie to the next 

paragraph. These aspects aid in the coherency of the body paragraphs, linking them 

together to form a unified whole around a topic. Thinking before writing helps establish 

a structure and understand what you are going to answer in the paragraph. How can 

you be going to answer and what points should be provided to support your 

hypothesis? What facts and quotes can support your idea. 

Introductory Paragraph 

 Write the answers to the above questions in a manner that includes all the 

important points. Just write in pointers to remember the gist of the matter. Out of all the 

information you have found, you will have to decide the main idea of the paragraph 

which you would like to operate. The opening line of your first paragraph sets the tone 

for what your audience will learn as they continue reading. Even in fiction, a paragraph's 

introduction either creates or extends an idea or scenario from the previous paragraph. 

Every successful paragraph starts with a central topic that the rest of the paragraph 

aims to support. 

 

 



CDOE - ODL GENERAL ENGLISH II – SEMESTER II UNIT - 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 
234 Periyar University – CDOE| Self-Learning Material 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition Words 

 Transitions words help unite disparate paragraphs to generate a unified theme. 

Readers will be able to trace your ideas and comprehend how they relate to one 

another if you use phrases like "in addition" or "moreover," which will make for a 

smoother, more enjoyable reading experience. This is especially important for essayists 

and bloggers, who frequently share a single concept with their audience at a time. 

Conclusion 

 This segment has to wrap all of your arguments and factors. It must restate the 

primary arguments in a simplified way. We make sure that the reader is left with 

something to think about, specifically if it's far from an argumentative essay continually 

don't forget to permit time to rewrite the first proofread your essay before turning it on. 

2. Introduction 

 Once we finish writing, I will re-read the paragraph two or three times to check it 

for misspelled words and poor grammar. Spelling mistakes and bad grammar can 

significantly impact the perceived quality of the paragraph, even if the ideas and 

arguments it contains are of high quality. It is effortless to overlook small mistakes when 

writing, so we won't skip this step, even if we are in a rush.doubting 

Steps to Streamlining 

Ensure that each sentence has a subject and that proper nouns are capitalized. 

Also, make sure that all the subjects and verbs agree with each other and that you use 

the same tense across the entire paragraph. 

Use a dictionary to double-check the spelling of words that you are unsure about, 

don't just assume that they are correct. 

Check your paragraph for the proper use of punctuation, making sure that you 

use marks such as commas, colons, semicolons, and ellipses in the correct context. 

Checking for coherence and style 

Not only should the technical aspects of the writing be spot on, but we should 

also try to achieve clarity in our writing, as well as stylistic flow. We can do this by 
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varying the length and format of our sentences and by using transitional words and a 

varied vocabulary. 

We should not use long words for their own sake. We can use wellknown 

synonyms to vary the writing. The point of view of writing should remain consistent 

throughout the paragraph, and indeed, the entire paper. For example, if you are writing 

in the first person (e.g., "I believe that...") we should not switch to a passive voice ("it is 

believed that") halfway through. 

Conclusion 

 Once we have re-read the paragraph and fixed any grammatical or stylistic 

errors, we should have one more glance over it to determine whether it is complete. Try 

to look at the paragraph objectively and decide whether it sufficiently supports and 

develops the topic sentence or whether it needs a few more details or additional 

evidence to back up your claims. 

5.2.12 Reference  

1. 1. https://wts.indiana.edu/writing-guides/paragraphs-and-topic-sentences.html 

 2. https://www.grammarly.com/blog/paragraph-structure/ 

 3. https://byjus.com/english/paragraph-writing/ 

 4. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0IFDuhdB2Hk 
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5.3 TAKING AND MAKING NOTES 

 

5.3.1 Introduction 

Taking and making notes is a crucial skill for students, professionals, and anyone who needs to 

organize and retain information. Good note-taking enhances comprehension, helps with memory 

retention, and facilitates easy review for future reference. 

1. Why Take Notes? 

Improves focus and engagement 

 Writing things down while listening or reading helps to stay attentive and 

process information more deeply. 

Aids understanding 

 Summarizing and reorganizing ideas in your own words helps you better grasp 

the material. 

Enhances retention 

 Studies show that writing by hand boosts memory. Reviewing notes later helps 

solidify information in your long-term memory. 

Preparation for exams and assignments 

 Good notes provide a valuable resource for reviewing material when studying or 

preparing for assignments. 

2. Types of Note-Taking Methods 

There are several effective note-taking methods, each with its own strengths: 

a) The Outline Method 

Structure: Uses bullet points or numbers to organize information hierarchically. 

Best for: Organizing complex topics that can be broken down into subtopics. 

Example: 

Main Idea 1 

Supporting Point 1 

Supporting Point 2 
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Main Idea 2  

Supporting Point 1 

b) Cornell Note-Taking System 

Structure: Divides the page into three sections: cue, notes, and summary. 

Cue: Keywords or questions to trigger memory. 

Notes: Detailed notes during the lecture or reading. 

Summary: A concise summary at the bottom of the page. 

Best for: Organizing large amounts of information and for future review. 

c) Mind Mapping 

Structure: A visual representation of concepts, where the central idea is placed 

in the middle and related ideas branch out. 

Best for: Visual learners and for organizing non-linear information. 

Example: 

Central Idea → Related Concept 1 → Related Concept 2 → Subconcepts. 

d) Charting Method 

Structure: Information is organized into columns or a table. 

Best for: Comparing and contrasting multiple topics or ideas. 

e) Sentence Method 

Structure: Write down every new thought or fact in a separate line. 

Best for: Fast-paced lectures or when the material isn't structured. 

3. Steps to Effective Note-Taking 

Prepare Ahead of Time: 

Review any background material or topics to be covered in class. 

Bring the necessary tools (notebook, pen, or a digital device). 

Listen Actively: 

Focus on the key points and avoid trying to write down everything word for word. 

Look for cues from the speaker, such as repetition or emphasis. 
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Summarize and Paraphrase: 

Write the information in your own words to better understand it. 

Use abbreviations, symbols, and shorthand to take notes more quickly. 

Organize Information: 

Use headings, subheadings, and bullet points to organize the material logically. 

Review and Revise: 

After the lecture or reading, review your notes to fill in any gaps and clarify 

confusing points. 

Organize the notes into a cleaner, more understandable format if needed. 

4. Making Notes after Reading 

Making notes after reading is different from taking notes during lectures. It 

requires summarizing information in your own words after engaging with the material. 

Key Steps: 

Skim the material first: Get an overview before delving into details. 

Highlight key points: Focus on important concepts, dates, and facts. 

Summarize each section: Write down the main ideas in brief sentences or 

bullet points. 

Organize by themes or topics: Group similar ideas together for better 

understanding. 

5. Digital vs. Handwritten Notes 

Digital Notes: Easier to organize, search, and edit. Ideal for people who need to 

keep their notes accessible and neatly formatted. 

Handwritten Notes: Encourages better retention of information and allows for 

creative note-taking methods such as mind maps and quick sketches. 

6. Reviewing Your Notes 

Daily review: Go over your notes regularly to reinforce what you've learned. 

Summarize key ideas: Highlight or rewrite important concepts. 

Create questions: Turn the information into questions for self-testing. 
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Conclusion 

Taking and making notes effectively is not just about writing everything down; it’s 

about summarizing, organizing, and reflecting on the material to deepen understanding 

and make the information easier to recall. By mastering different note-taking techniques 

and regularly reviewing your notes, you can significantly enhance your learning and 

productivity. 

5.3.2Self-Assessment 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

1. In order to take helpful notes during class, it is important to understand your 

instructors’ style of _______. 

a)  Lecturing   b) giving   c) taking   d) sending   

2. Note taking should take place ______. 

a) During class   b) while reading textbook assignments   c) in preparation   d) all of 

the above 

3. Note taking methods include ____ style, charting, outlining, mapping and cornell. 

a) Rubrics    b) ordinary   c) special   d) extraordinary  

4. For note making questions, the word limit you must _____ to is 50 – 100 words. 

a) Adhere   b) listen   c) calculate   d) manage  

5. One needs to understand the importance of _____ before commencing the note – 

making. 

a) Writing   b) listening   c) reading   d) creating 

6. The sentence note taking method is simply writing down each _____ as a jot note 

sentence. 

a) Topic   b) face   c) heading   d) essay 

7. The mapping note taking method helps _____ class notes into easily digestible 

summaries. 
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a) Casual   b) visual   c) oral   d) dental  

8. Each line on the ______ is a new and separate topic.  

a) Sheet  b) page   c) circuit  d) statistics 

9. Notes are ______. 

a) Long written record of facts      b)A short written of facts to aid the memory 

b) A collection of poems   d) A novel 

10. Note – making is necessary is order to _____. 

a) Make the book look full    b)Make the reader more confused 

c) To aid the memory              d) To waste time 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 
1. What is the primary purpose of taking notes? 

2. What is the difference between linear notes and mind maps? 

3. Why is it important to use headings and subheadings in notes? 

4. Name one method for efficiently taking notes during a lecture. 

5. What should you avoid when taking notes? 

6. How can you make your notes more concise? 

7. What is active listening, and how does it relate to note-taking? 

8. What is one advantage of making notes after reading a text? 

9. How can color coding be useful in note-taking? 

10. Why is reviewing your notes soon after taking them important? 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 
1. Discuss the steps to be remembered during note making. 

2. Discuss the sentence note taking method. 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 
1. Explain the importance of taking and making notes. Discuss various types of note-

taking methods with examples. 

2. Explain the importance of taking and making notes. Discuss various types of note-

taking methods with examples. 
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3. Compare and contrast digital and handwritten note-taking. What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of each method, and how do they affect learning and retention? 

5.3.3 Check Your Progress 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER: 

 1.  a)Lecturing 

2.  d) all of the above 

3.  a) Rubrics     

4.  a) Adhere    

5.  c) reading    

6. a)Topic    

7.  b) visual    

8. a)Sheet    

9. b)A short written of facts to aid the memory 

10. c) To aid the memory 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 100 WORDS (2 MARKS) 
1. The primary purpose of taking notes is to capture key information and ideas 

during lectures, readings, or meetings, allowing for easier review and recall later. 

2. Linear notes organize information in a structured, top-to-bottom format, typically 

with bullet points or numbers, while mind maps use diagrams to connect ideas 

visually, showing relationships between concepts. 

3. Using headings and subheadings helps organize information logically, making it 

easier to identify and review key topics and their related details. 

4. One efficient method is the Cornell Note-Taking System, which divides the page 

into sections for main ideas, key points, and summaries, making it easier to 

organize and review the material. 

5. You should avoid writing down everything word-for-word; instead, focus on 

summarizing key points and concepts to save time and improve comprehension. 
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6. You can make your notes more concise by using abbreviations, symbols, and 

shorthand to summarize key ideas without losing important information. 

7. Active listening involves fully concentrating on the speaker, understanding their 

message, and then summarizing the key points in notes. It ensures that you 

capture important information accurately. 

8. One advantage is that it allows you to process and summarize the information in 

your own words, improving understanding and retention of the material. 

9. Color coding helps categorize information, making it easier to visually distinguish 

between different topics, concepts, or levels of importance within your notes. 

10. Reviewing your notes soon after taking them reinforces what you've learned, 

helps clarify any confusing points, and improves retention of the material. 

 
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 500 WORDS (5 MARKS) 
    1. Many passages contain a huge amount of information which you have put into 

categories of relevant, somewhat relevant or irrelevant. Doing this, in turn, will help you 

in better note making and preparation. You must also remember that there may be 

sections or opinions that you may not agree with. You should not let any such 

information have an impact on the notes you prepare in any way or manner. During this 

phase, skipping any sentence or phrase is not advisable even if you feel it is not 

pertinent. For note making questions, the word limit you must adhere to is 50-100 

words. However, as per specific question patterns, the permitted word limit may 

change. 

   2. The Sentence note taking method is simply writing down each topic as a jot note 

sentence. This method works well for fast paced lessons where a lot of information is 

being covered. Jotting main points helps you determine which information is important 

and which is not. You are able to cover a lot of details and information quickly. Notes 

are simplified for study and review. Each line on the page is a new and separate topic. 

To organize your notes even more, you can use headings for each main topic. Write 
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down important information the teacher has emphasized. This can be in sentence form 

or point form. Start a new sentence or point for each new detail. 

 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING IN 1000 WORDS (8 MARKS) 

1. Importance of Taking and Making Notes: Taking and making notes is essential for 

learning and retaining information effectively. When we take notes, we actively engage 

with the material, making it easier to remember and understand key points. Notes serve 

as a personalized record of important concepts, allowing us to review them later. 

Making notes helps in organizing ideas logically, and summarizing information helps in 

better comprehension. Additionally, well-organized notes are useful for preparing for 

exams, writing assignments, and for revising. 

Types of Note-Taking Methods: 

1. The Outline Method: This is one of the most commonly used methods of note-

taking. It involves organizing information in a hierarchical format, with bullet 

points or numbers used to distinguish main ideas from subtopics. This method is 

helpful for structuring complex information logically. 

   Example: 

Topic: Causes of World War I 

 Militarism 

 Alliances 

 Imperialism 

 Nationalism 

2. Cornell Note-Taking System: The Cornell method is a structured way of taking 

notes that divides the page into three sections: the cue section, the note section, 

and the summary section. The cue section is used for keywords or questions, the 

note section for main points during lectures or readings, and the summary 

section for a brief overview of the content. 

Example: 
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 Cue: Causes of World War I 

 Notes: Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, Nationalism 

 Summary: World War I was caused by a combination of military 

build-ups, political alliances, colonial ambitions, and rising 

nationalism in Europe. 

3. Mind Mapping: Mind maps are visual diagrams that represent information and 

ideas in a non-linear format. They start with a central idea and branch out to 

related topics or subtopics. This method is ideal for visual learners and for 

brainstorming. 

Example: 

 Central Idea: World War I 

 Branches: Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, Nationalism 

4. Charting Method: The charting method organizes information into a table or 

chart format, which is particularly useful for comparing and contrasting 

information across categories. 

Example: 

 Causes of World War I | Militarism | Alliances | Imperialism | 

Nationalism 

5. Sentence Method: This method involves writing down every new point in a 

separate line. It's often used for fast-paced lectures where it’s difficult to structure 

the notes immediately. 

Example: 

 Militarism led to an arms race in Europe. Alliances between 

countries created tensions. Imperialism caused competition for 

colonies. Nationalism heightened tensions across the continent. 

Each of these methods offers distinct advantages and can be chosen based on the 

complexity of the topic, the pace of information delivery, and the learner's style. 
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2. Steps in Effective Note-Taking: 

1. Prepare Ahead of Time: Before the lecture or reading session begins, it’s 

important to prepare. This can involve reviewing prior material, knowing the key 

themes or topics to be covered, and ensuring that you have the necessary tools 

for note-taking (pen, notebook, or digital device). 

2. Listen Actively: Active listening is essential for effective note-taking. It means 

paying attention not just to the words but to the main ideas, examples, and any 

cues the speaker provides, such as repetition or emphasis. By focusing on the 

main points, you can avoid the temptation to write everything down verbatim. 

3. Summarize and Paraphrase: Instead of copying everything word for word, 

summarizing and paraphrasing information in your own words helps you to 

process the material more deeply. Summarization forces you to think critically 

about what is being said and helps in internalizing the information. 

4. Use Abbreviations and Symbols: Using abbreviations (e.g., “&” for “and,” “b/c” 

for “because”) and symbols (e.g., arrows, stars) can help you write more quickly 

without sacrificing important details. 

5. Organize Information Logically: Structuring your notes in a logical format—

using bullet points, numbering, or headings—helps with clarity and ensures that 

your notes are easy to read when reviewing. 

6. Review and Revise: Reviewing your notes after the lecture or reading session 

helps in identifying gaps or areas that require clarification. Revising your notes to 

add missing details or correct errors enhances your understanding of the 

material. 

Importance of Reviewing and Revising Notes: 

1. Reinforcement of Learning: Reviewing notes shortly after taking them 

reinforces learning and helps to transfer information from short-term to long-term 

memory. When you revisit your notes, you recall the lecture or reading, 

solidifying the material in your mind. 
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2. Clarification of Confusing Points: After reviewing, you can identify any areas 

that are unclear and seek further clarification, either from textbooks, classmates, 

or the instructor. This ensures you have a complete and correct understanding of 

the material. 

3. Improved Retention: Regular review helps to keep the material fresh in your 

mind. Studies show that revisiting material periodically is far more effective for 

retention than cramming all at once before an exam. 

4. Better Exam Preparation: Well-organized notes serve as a valuable resource 

during exam preparation. When you have systematically reviewed and revised 

your notes, you are better prepared for tests and assignments. 

Reviewing and revising are key components of effective note-taking, ensuring that the 

information is not only captured but also fully understood and remembered. 

3.Digital Note-Taking: 

 Advantages: 

1. Ease of Organization: Digital notes can be easily categorized, edited, 

and searched. You can organize notes into folders, and even tag key 

points for quick reference. 

2. Portability: With a digital device, you can carry hundreds of notes without 

the bulk of physical notebooks. This makes digital note-taking highly 

convenient. 

3. Integration with Other Tools: Many digital note-taking platforms allow for 

integration with multimedia, such as images, links, and audio recordings, 

enhancing the richness of the notes. 

4. Editing and Sharing: Digital notes can be easily revised, formatted, and 

shared with others, making collaboration simpler. 

 Disadvantages: 

1. Distraction: Digital devices, especially laptops and tablets, can lead to 

distractions like notifications, emails, or social media. 
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2. Typing vs. Writing: Typing may encourage transcribing rather than 

processing the information. Studies show that writing by hand leads to 

better comprehension and retention. 

3. Technical Issues: Technical problems such as battery life, software 

crashes, or device malfunctions can disrupt note-taking. 

Handwritten Note-Taking: 

 Advantages: 

1. Better Retention: Studies show that handwriting notes helps improve 

retention and understanding, as it forces you to process the information 

rather than merely transcribing. 

2. Fewer Distractions: Writing by hand minimizes distractions, as there are 

no notifications or internet temptations. 

3. Creativity and Flexibility: Handwritten notes allow for more creative 

flexibility, such as creating mind maps, drawings, or color-coding, which 

can aid visual learners. 

 Disadvantages: 

1. Slower Speed: Writing by hand is slower than typing, which may cause 

you to miss out on important details in fast-paced lectures. 

2. Organization: Handwritten notes can be more difficult to organize, 

search, and revise compared to digital notes. 

3. Storage and Portability: Carrying multiple notebooks can be 

cumbersome, and storing handwritten notes can take up a lot of physical 

space. 

Comparison: 

 Retention and Comprehension: Handwritten notes are generally considered 

better for retention and comprehension, as the physical act of writing helps in 

processing the material. Digital notes, on the other hand, may encourage 

passive note-taking, especially when students try to type everything verbatim. 
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 Speed and Convenience: Digital note-taking is faster and allows for easier 

organization, editing, and sharing. Handwritten notes are slower but more 

personalized and creative. 

Conclusion 

 Both digital and handwritten note-taking methods have their advantages and 

disadvantages. The choice between them depends on personal preferences, the type of 

content, and the context in which the notes are being taken. A combination of both 

methods may be most effective, using digital tools for organization and accessibility, 

and handwritten methods for deeper comprehension and retention. 
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